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Crash shock 

Resident has lucky escape 
as car smashes into flat 

See Page 11 






Typhoon terror 

Eyewitness to horror of 
the Philippines disaster 

See Page 18 


It's panto time 

Gok joins star-studded 
casts in big winter shows 

What's On-Page 24 




Free ride 
for Merry 
Hill festive 
shoppers 

A FREE shuttle bus service 
will be ferrying shoppers to 
the Merry Hill Centre for 
the second year running in 
the build-up to Christmas. 

It will operate from the 
nearby Waterfront business 
park every weekend from 
this Saturday and also on 
weekdays, excluding 

Wednesdays, from Decem¬ 
ber 14. It comes as the centre 
announced extended Christ¬ 
mas opening hours. 

The shuttle bus, which 
aims to reduce congestion 
around the shopping centre, 
proved a success when it was 
launched for the first time 
last year. 

Gridlocked 

Roads around Merry Hill 
can become gridlocked due 
to the large number of 
people trying to get there 
and find a parking space. 

Merry Hill bosses say the 
bus service will help to make 
it easier for people to do 
their Christmas shopping. 

The bus runs from 9am 
until 8.30pm on Saturdays, 
10.30am to 5.30pm on 
Sundays, and until midnight 
on selected days to coincide 
with the centre’s later 
opening hours. Shoppers 
should follow the Park ‘n’ 
Ride signs when they drive in. 

Between December 2 and 
18, the centre will be open 
for an extra hour, until 10pm 
on weekdays and 8pm on 
Saturdays. 

Affordable 
homes plan 

ALMOST 100 affordable 
houses will be built in the 
borough as part of plans for 
reducing the number of 
people becoming homeless. 

Dudley Council is working 
with housebuilders to 
encourage them to develop a 
range of smaller properties. 

Bosses have drawn up pro¬ 
posals for tackling homeless¬ 
ness in the borough. 

During 2012/13 there 
were 2,270 requests for help 
made to the council from 
people worried they were at 
risk of becoming homeless. 
But 170 households were 
accepted as homeless, 12 
more than the year before. 


£ 1.9m REVAMP 
AT BUS STATION 


PLANS for a new bus station at Merry 
Hill shopping centre have been 
scrapped but a bus interchange at 
Cradley Heath will be given a £1.9 
million revamp instead. 


The interchange, next 
to Cradley Heath’s 
railway station, will get 
the overhaul as part of a 
wider £10m scheme to 
improve bus transport in 
the area. 

But a planned £3m bus 
station at Merry Hill has 
been shelved as it would 
have been too expensive to 
build, transport bosses 
have revealed. 

Shame 

Under the approved 
funding programme headed 
by the region’s transport 
authority Centro, there will 
be £l.lmillion in highway 
improvements on The 
Boulevard, including a new 
link road between the centre 
and the A4306, and Pedmore 
Road. 

Ward councillor Rachel 
Harris said: “It is an awful 
shame. 

“It offered a really good 
opportunity to bring more 
people into the town centre 
on public transport. 

“It would have helped 
ease congestion problems in 
the area. 

“We need good bus serv¬ 
ices in the this area as it is 
highly reliant on buses. 
Deciding not to go ahead 
with the bus station feels 
very short-sighted.” 

She added: “It is a signal 
that the car is more impor¬ 
tant than anything else.” 

Council leader David 
Sparks said: “It is disap¬ 
pointing the bus station will 
not be going ahead at this 
time. 

“However, it is great news 
for local residents that there 
will be a pedestrian crossing 


Report by 
Alex Ross 


across the Pedmore Road to 
Merry Hill.” 

As part of the plan 
announced in July for the 
Merry Hill bus station, a 
new building would have 
been built and the number of 
serving buses increased by 
25 per cent. 

Centro will now meet 
Sandwell Council, bus oper¬ 
ators and architects to work 
out the detail of what com¬ 
muters at Cradley Heath 
will see from the work, 
which is expected to start in 
the spring and be finished 
around next Christmas. 

Mark Langford, media 
officer at Centro, said: 
“When we first won the 
funding the dream scenario 
was to do this at Merry Hill, 
but the more we looked into 
it the more we realised it 
wasn’t going to be feasible 
with the available funding. 

“So we looked into what 
else we could do and identi¬ 
fied that the bus inter¬ 
change was a good fall back 
for us to pursue and develop. 

“In many ways that’s good 
because it opens up the 
interchange, not just for 
those going to Merry Hill but 
for other travellers as well.” 

Other benefits expected to 
be delivered in the £10m 
scheme include £3.3m on 
new buses, £lm of shelter 
and information improve¬ 
ments on eight key routes 
into Brierley Hill, and 
£700,000 towards the Black 
Country Swift smart card 
scheme in Dudley. 



European Champion kickboxer Simon Akufo, of Rowley Regis, is getting ready to rumble in his bid for title glory 


KICKBOXER Simon Akufo is 
hoping he will be a knock-out for 
charity when he battles to win the 
world title next month. 

The current European Kickboxing 
Champion will be going head-to-head 
with Italian champion Cristian Tronu 
for the fight next month, in a bid to 
regain the WKA Welterweight title 
which he lost last December. 


The 32-year-old hopes to raise 
money for children with Down’s Syn¬ 
drome by gaining sponsorship of the 
programme for the fight at the Q Club 
in Birmingham on December 7. 

Training 

Simon, who works in sales and lives 
in Haden Walk, Rowley Regis, said: “At 
the moment I am training for the world 


title and that is the biggest event of the 
moment in the world for me. 

“As part of that event I want to 
donate some money to children with 
Down’s Syndrome. 

“The more money we raise for them 
the better,” he added. 

Anyone who would like to sponsor 
the programme or book tickets should 
call 07831068772. 


Council in 
U-turn on 
children's 
centre axe 

CHILDREN’S centres 
across Dudley borough will 
not close after council chiefs 
made a dramatic U-turn in 
the wake of fierce opposi¬ 
tion. 

Council leader David 
Sparks said that no centres 
in the borough would shut in 
the ‘foreseeable future’. But 
opening hours and staffing 
levels could still be reduced. 

The council was consider¬ 
ing closing seven of the 
borough’s 20 children’s 
centres to save £2.3 million. 

The propsoed cuts 
sparked a wave of protests 
from parents of youngsters 
who use the centres, saying 
they are a vital part of the 
community. 

Clear 

Councillor Sparks said it 
had been clear from the con¬ 
sultation so far that there 
was strong opposition to 
centres closing. 

“It’s quite clear that there 
is no support for the closure 
of children’s centres, in fact 
there is quite the opposite. 

“Christmas is coming up 
and I don’t want young 
mothers worrying about 
what they are going to do 
with their children next 
year. 

“We are not going to close 
children’s centres and we 
are going to have a look at 
how we might be able to 
build on their role in the 
community.” 

Earl of Dudley 
dies, aged 93 

THE 4th Earl of Dudley has 
died at the age of 93. 

William Humble David 
Ward was raised at Himley 
Hall, near Dudley, before 
attending Eton and Christ 
Church, Oxford. 

He served on the board at 
Brierley Hill’s Round Oak 
Steelworks and was also 
deputy chairman of Bag- 
geridge Brick Company. 

He inherited the titles 
Baron Ward of Birmingham 
and Earl of Dudley upon the 
death of his father in 1969. 

Mayor of Dudley Council¬ 
lor Alan Finch,said: “Our 
thoughts are very much 
with his family.” 


British Curry Awards 2007/2008 - Winner of the top restaurant ’UK 1 British Fusion - Chef of the year 2007/2008 

THE * Restaurant of Distinction »Fully Refurbished * Fully Licensed * Bring Your Own Wine * Fully Air Conditioned 



Shahidur Rahman 


(?/tni4tm4A Day 

1 pm First sitting & 3 pm Second sitting 

Starter: 

Soup or Prawn Cocktail 

Main Course: 

Roast Turkey with Vegetables & Stuffing 

Dessert: 

Coffee & Ice Cream 

£19.99 pp (adults) £9.95 (children under 10) 


action ^/ni^tmcu 'Day AuacA - a 

XU '* Weal j 

1 pm First sitting & 3 pm Second sitting > l 

The Chef will make his own selection of starter, ^ 
main course, side dish and choice of rice or naan| 
and coffee included. This food may not be on ourB 
menu, he will create his selection including King ■ 
Prawn, Sea Bass or Salmon 
£19.99 pp (adults) £9.95 (children under 10) 
___ 
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Disability claim woman worked as carer 


A WOMAN who claimed she was so 
disabled she sometimes needed 
round-the-clock care was actually 
working as a carer herself. 

Despite pocketing almost £28,000 
during the course of her benefits 
scam, she has avoided an immediate 
jail sentence after a judge gave her 
credit for admitting her crime. 

Tina Potter pleaded guilty to dis¬ 
honestly claiming £27,982 in dis¬ 
ability benefits from the Depart¬ 


ment of Work and Pensions - DWP - 
at Sandwell Magistrates Court on 
October 29, despite working as a 
carer at the Everley Home For The 
Elderly in Lyde Green, Halesowen. 

Mr Kulbir Paul, prosecuting, said 
on forms she ‘understated her 
mobility’ and ‘overstated her care 
needs’. Potter, aged 50, from Mea¬ 
dow Walk, Cradley Heath, admitted 
two counts of dishonestly making a 
false statement to obtain a benefit, 


on or about August 6, 2008 and ano¬ 
ther on or about August 13, 2008. 

The claim spanned the period 
from August 6, 2008 until December 
25, 2012. Mr Lee Preston, defend¬ 
ing, said Potter had tried to contact 
the DWP to organise repaying the 
money but the department wanted 
to wait for court proceedings. 

Passing sentence, District Judge 
Michael Wheeler said criminals who 
committed similar frauds could 


expect a 24-week jail sentence but 
he reduced that to give credit to 
Potter’s guilty pleas. He sentenced 
her to 16 weeks for both charges to 
run concurrently, but suspended 
that jail term for 12 months. 

He also ordered her to carry out 
12 months’ supervision and ordered 
her to complete a specified activity - 
attending a women’s project for 30 
days. She must pay a victim sur¬ 
charge of £80 and costs of £100. 


Girl's parents hope her 
death helps youngsters 


THE parents of a seven-year-old girl who died 
three days after being discharged from hos¬ 
pital say they hope her ‘tragic death’ can be 
used to improve the treatment of children 
admitted to hospital. 

Simran Dhesi was admitted to Sandwell General Hospital 
after vomiting at her school and complaining of abdominal 
pain - but following examination Dr Raka Banerjee dis- 



Heart defect - Simran Dhesi 

Hit and run 
death claim 

POLICE have said that an 
elderly man who died after 
being found injured in the 
road was probably the victim 
of a hit and run incident. 

The 75-year-old victim 
who has been named locally 
as William ‘Bill’ Fenton, was 
found in Beakes Road, 
Smethwick, on Saturday at 
around 9.30pm with serious 
injuries and died later in 
hospital. 

Inspector Paul Bennett 
said: “We have launched a 
major investigation to deter¬ 
mine exactly what led to this 
elderly man’s death. We 
believe he has been struck 
by a large vehicle, possibly a 
4x4 car or a van. Whoever 
was driving must have 
known they had hit a person 
but rather than stop to help, 
they left him in the road to 
die.” 

Anyone with information 
should call 101. 


charged her and told her 
mother to take her to her GP 
if the symptoms persisted. 

A day later, the pupil at 
Devonshire Infant School in 
Smethwick was examined by 
Dr Sarinder Kaur at a GP 
practice in Warley Road in 
Oldbury. She suspected an 
infection and told her moth¬ 
er to watch her at home. 

The following day, Simran 
was admitted to hospital and 
transferred to a paediatric 
surgery bed at Leicester 
Royal Infirmary for an urg¬ 
ent surgical examination. 

Simran, who had received 
surgery to repair a hole in 
her heart the year before, 
died the next day on Septem¬ 
ber 10, 2010 after going into 
a cardiac arrest. 

At a three-day inquest at 
Smethwick Coroner’s Court, 
Black Country coroner Rob¬ 
in Balmain concluded she 
died of a rare complication of 
a congenital heart defect. In 
a narrative verdict he did 
not blame the doctors who 
assessed Simran, saying the 
opportunity to diagnose and 
treat her came too late. 

Speaking following the 
hearing, Simran’s parents 
Jatinder and Tarlochan 
Dhesi paid tribute to their 
‘beautiful, little daughter’. 

Mr Dhesi, aged 41, a coach 
driver, said: “We hope that at 
least systems will now be 
improved in the future as a 
result of her untimely death 
which will hopefully result 
in better treatment for other 
children who attend for 
emergency care at hospital.” 

Representing Birmingh¬ 
am City Hospital, Mr Ben 
Bentley told the inquest that 
procedures had been looked 
at following Simran’s death. 


Sign of things to come 



Cyrille Regis and Brendon Batson at the unveiling of the sign next to The Hawthorns 


ALBION legends Cyrille Regis and 
Brendon Batson beamed with pride as a 
new sign was installed heralding the arrival 
of a statue marking their role in the club’s 
history. 

West Bromwich town centre will soon 
host the Celebration Statue showing 
striker Regis, defender Batson and fleet- 
footed winger Laurie Cunningham - who 
became known as The Three Degrees - 
cheering together after a goal. 

Trio 

The trio rose to fame among The 
Hawthorns’ faithful in the late 1970s. 

A sign has now been installed outside the 
Baggies’ home ground in anticipation of the 
statue’s arrival. 

It is hoped it will become the second lure 
for football tourists visiting the town 
besides The Hawthorns itself. 


The brainchild of Black Country busi¬ 
nessman Jim Cadman, the plan has been 
supported by Sandwell Council and the 
statue will be put up in West Bromwich’s 
New Square next summer. 

Mr Cadman said: “I think it reminds 
people just how important these guys were 
to the club and to football and their achieve¬ 
ments as trailblazers.” 

The 10ft high statue, which will be placed 
on a small plinth, will be in the space which 
connects New Street and The Public with 
the New Square retail development. 

It is expected to be unveiled in the 
summer next year. 

Regis and Batson have spoken of how the 
statue will be a fitting tribute to Cunning¬ 
ham who died in a car accident. 

It is planned to unveil the statue on the 
25th anniversary of his death next July. 


Services 
queries 
set to be 
answered 

RING and ride services for 
elderly and disabled people 
in the West Midlands face 
being stripped of all their 
funding under sweeping 
cuts to public transport. 

Centro, which subsidises 
public transport on behalf of 
councils, has now launched a 
consultation on its £14.6 
million of proposed cuts. 
They include stripping free 
tram and train travel from 
pensioners and increasing 
child fares on the buses. 

Further details emerged 
during a meeting of council¬ 
lors who approved launch¬ 
ing the consultation. 

Public transport users 
will be asked whether they 
would be prepared for free 
tram and train travel to be 
removed from pensioners 
altogether or whether they 
would support an annual 
charge for the passes of 
around £30 or discounted 
fares. 

Consultation sessions are 
being held from 9am to 3pm 
on the following dates: Sat¬ 
urday, December 7, at 
Sloane Street Square, 
Dudley; Wednesday, Decem¬ 
ber 18, at West Bromwich 
Bus Station; Saturday, 
January 11, in Queen 
Square, Wolverhampton; 
and Saturday, January 18, in 
Park Street, Walsall. 

Winter death 
shock figures 

THERE were 31,000 deaths 
linked to cold weather last 
winter, including 26,600 
among the over-75s. 

The number of ‘excess 
winter deaths’ in England 
and Wales rose by 29 per 
cent compared to the previ¬ 
ous year, according to the 
Office for National Statis¬ 
tics. 

In Dudley around 200 
people die each year from 
being too cold. 

Dudley Council runs a 
winter warmth service to 
help people who are strug¬ 
gling to heat their homes 
with around 500 households 
supported last year. But 
former older person’s cham¬ 
pion for the borough Coun¬ 
cillor Pat Martin said the 
figures showed more help 
was desperately needed. 

Booze delivery 

A 24-HOUR alcohol delivery 
store could open under a pro¬ 
posal to be considered by 
licensing bosses for Sandwell. 
S and K Sales and Services 
want to open Drinks 4 Deliv¬ 
ery in West Bromwich. 


4e / E BR0MLEY CARPETS/BEDS 

FURNITURE/RUGS/VINYLS & LAMINATES 

| WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

& 



DISABLED? OAP? CAN’T GET OUT? OR ANYONE WHO JUST NEEDS EXTRA HELP! 

Can’t come to us, we’ll come to you. With great help and advice if needed 3 
We will bring 100’s of carpet samples and bed brochures to your door. 

FREE ■ Quotes and measuring FREE - Uplift plus disposal of your old carpet 
FREE ■ Delivery FREE Our fitters move your heavy furniture and put it back 
FREE - Bed assembly PLUS - We also shave doors and dispose of your old be 


CHMUC 


3 fTT TTT iTy CUHSEE13 [ 


80/20 Wool Twists 


sq yd 


Wiltons 

From Only 

£ 8.99 sq yd 




Divan Beds 

Single from £96 
Double from £160 


Quality Doublet 
Memory 
Foam bed 
RRP Was £899 [ 

^£517 


Warehouse Unit D Dormston Trading Est. Burton Road, Gornal DY1 2UF 
Open: Mon-Sat 9.30-5.00 Call anytime between 

Freephone Dudley, Halesowen, Stourbridge, Kingswinford, 

---- __ Pedmore, Kinver, Wordsley, Pensnett, Gornal, Hagley 

0800 0853747 o-. *ssar siosai 


UPTO 75% OFF 


We will beat your \ 
BIG Superstores L 


<P 


Plimbley Travel 

Luxury Coach Travel 
Door - to - Door Pick;-ups 


DEC 8-12 

TENBY ALL INCLUSIVE T/T 

£239 

DEC 13-17 

PAIGNTON HOTEL BONAIRT/T 

£229 

CHRISTMAS / NEW YEAR BREAKS 

DEC 23-27 

TORQUAY 

£455 HB 

DEC 23-27 

TENBY 

£399 FB 

DEC 23-27 

WEYMOUTH 

£420 FB 

DEC 30-JAN 

2 TORQUAY 

£345 HB 

DEC 30-JAN 

2 WESTON-SUPER-MARE 

£295 FB 


2014 


JAN 13-17 

TENBY ALL INCLUSIVE 

£235 

FEB 10-14 

LYTHAM ST ANNES1/2 PRICE BAR 

£219 

FEB 10-14 

PAIGNTON 

£215 HB 

FEB 17-21 

ISLE OF WIGHT 

£245 HB 

FEB 17-21 

TENBY ALL-INCLUSIVE 

£239 

FEB 24-28 

EASTBOURNE (with free house bar 6PM-9PM) 

£199 

MAR 17-21 

CRICCIETH- ROLLING BACK THE YEARS 

£239 HB 

MAR 24-28 

WARNERS HAYLING ISLAND - 60’s WEEK 

£325 HB 

APR 5-9 

FALMOUTH-SINGLESBREAK 

£239 HB 

MAY 2-5 

LINCOLNSHIRE -DAMBUSTERS STORY 

£229 HB 

MAY 10 

LONDON THEATRE BREAK - LES MISERABLES £129 


2014 Brochures Now Available 
01902 789723/0121 309 0233 
www.plimbleytravel.ce.uk 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pot 1QQ1 • 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


> Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

i Nail Cutting and Trimming 
i Diabetic Footcare 

> Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 
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Warden's 
base and 
housing 
planned 

IT WAS once the site of a 
19th century manor house 
that had been hit by vandals 
before it was controversially 
demolished despite a long- 
running campaign. 

Now the former site of 
Saltwells House in Saltwells 
Nature Reserve will be used 
once again under plans for a 
£300,000 warden’s base as 
well as new homes. 

Since the manor house 
was knocked down three 
years ago, there have been 
calls for the site to be avail¬ 
able for the community. 

Visitors 

Proposals by Selbourne 
Homes include a single 
storey warden’s HQ which 
will be used by staff working 
in the reserve as well as visi¬ 
tors and schoolchildren. 

It would be partly funded 
by Dudley Council, which 
says it will give Saltwells a 
facility which can be used by 
the whole community. 

There would also be five 
four-bedroom houses built 
on the site while the access 
road would be improved. 

Gavin Warr, managing 
director of Hagley-based Sel¬ 
bourne Homes, said: “We are 
building these five houses 
and that will enable, at the 
same time, the woodland 
warden’s facility to be built. 

“As well as having accom¬ 
modation for the woodland 
wardens and management 
of the site, there will be 
classrooms for schoolchild¬ 
ren to learn about the wood¬ 
lands.” 

The five detached houses 
would be built in a ‘wood¬ 
land style’ designed to fit in 
with their surroundings. 

Dudley Council has 
agreed to earmark £120,000 
from the reserves budget of 
the council’s urban environ¬ 
ment directorate for the new 
base. 

Gnemapart 

of£ 80 mdeal 

A MULTIPLEX cinema next 
to the Merry Hill shopping 
centre has been bought by a 
property group as part of a 
£80.6 million deal. 

The Odeon Cinema in 
Brierley Hill is part of a 
portfolio of 10 out-of-town 
Odeons acquired by Lon- 
donMetric Property from 
Odeon Property Group. The 
buildings will continue to be 
let to Odeon Cinema for 
nearly 25 years. 

Andrew Jones, chief exec¬ 
utive of LondonMetric, said: 
“The transaction offers us 
long and strong income. ” 


Tributes as former minister dies. 90 1 



Teacher and minister Ron Mason 


FOR more than 50 years, he led congre¬ 
gations at churches in the Black Country, 
putting ‘faith and acts of kindness’ at the 
centre of his ministry. 

Tributes have this week been paid to the 
Rev Ron Mason, of Halesowen, who died just 
before his 91st birthday. 

Mr Mason was pastor at Green Lane Baptist 
Church in Walsall, leaving in December 2007 
after 25 years of service. 

He was also pastor at Halesowen Baptist 
Church, Stourbridge Road, Halesowen. 

The minister was known for his skills in 
making Welsh love spoons, which he often pre¬ 
sented as gifts to couples he married. 

Family members said Mr Mason was loved 
by ‘absolutely everybody who knew him’. 


Daughter Roxy Harris, aged 56, of Hale¬ 
sowen, said: “He made everybody laugh. He 
was hardworking and lived for the Lord. 

“His faith and acts of kindness were leg¬ 
endary in the way he that he served people and 
the communities where the churches were 
based. 

Devoted 

“He was a family man, a great dad and great 
grandad. But he was also devoted to his 
church family. 

“He never wavered from his duty and was 
even known to carry out roof repairs if 
required at the church. 

“We’ll miss him terribly.” 

Mr Mason grew up in London’s East End 
and as a child he suffered ill health and was 


sent to a sanatorium to recover from tubercu¬ 
losis . 

He served in the RAF for three years during 
the Second World War, which included a stint 
in India. 

Mr Mason taught religious education at 
Bartley Green Girls Grammar School in Birm¬ 
ingham, where he was head of its middle 
school. 

He also set up a woodworking project for the 
unemployed during the recession of the 1980s. 

Mr Mason, of Blackberry Lane, Halesowen, 
is also survived, by wife Gwen, aged 85, daugh¬ 
ters Phillipa, Roxy and Naomi, five grandchil¬ 
dren and two great grandchildren. 

Hundreds of people attended his funeral at 
Warley Baptist Church. 


Mentally ill in custody 
issue goes to Commons 


AN MP has called for a reform of police 
powers to deal with people affected by 
mental health issues after it was revealed that 
more than 7,500 people are being held in cells 
rather than in a secure medical unit. 


Halesowen and Rowley I 
secured a debate in the 
House of Commons today 
(Thursday) to discuss how 
police deal with people safe¬ 
guarded under the mental 
health act. 

Schoolgirl 

The debate comes in the 
wake of the sentencing of 
Phillip Simelane who was 
detained indefinitely under 
the Mental Health Act after 
pleading guilty to killing 
Halesowen schoolgirl 
Christina Edkins. 

The police briefing into 
that case identified a range 
of concerns regarding the 
failure of various agencies to 
act after Simelane’s mental 
health problems had been 
identified. 

Mr Morris will speak 
about the need to reform 
police powers under section 
136 of the Mental Health 


egis MP James Morris has 

| by Tom Mason 

Act, which allows police to 
detain people whose mental 
health may cause a risk to 
themselves or to others. 

He is calling for a change 
to the policy so people with 
mental ilnness are sent 
directly to specialist safe 
units rather than police 
cells. 

The provision was origi¬ 
nally introduced into law to 
allow the police to capture 
and return people who had 
absconded from asylums, 
but it has been revealed that 
it was used more than 
21,000 times in the UK last 
year to hold people that 
police had concerns about. 

Of those cases, 36 per cent 
resulted in the person being 
taken to police cells rather 
than to a secure medical 
ward. 


Firms up for national awards 

TWO Black Country businesses have won through to the 
national finals of a manufacturing awards scheme. 

Lift and Engineering Services, of Portersfield Road, 
Cradley Heath, and Caparo Industries, of Popes Lane, 
Oldbury, won regional prizes in EEF’s Midlands Future 
Manufacturing Awards. They will now take part in the 
national finals in London in January. 

Lift and Engineering Services won the business growth 
and investing in skills awards while Caparo won the part¬ 
nership with education award. 

Caparo Bridge Aluminium won the environmental effi¬ 
ciency award and Caparo Atlas Fastenings was runner-up 
in the investing in skills category. 


Club calls for new recruits 



Mick Walker, chairman of the bowls club, and Ian Skidmore, chairman of the cricket club, at Coombs Wood club 


A LONG-RUNNING sports and social Officials from the club, founded 92 ties at our new site and we are recap- 
club is celebrating its first anniversary years ago, said it now had over 900 turing the character of what made our 
since moving to its new home. social members but new players are clubhouse special. 

Coombes Wood Sports and Social for the Cricket and b ° wls SeC ‘ “However, one area where we are 

Club moved into its purpose-built facil- _ ..... falling short is numbers and both the 

ity, in Stewarts Road, Halesowen, after haCllltieS cricket and bowls clubs are welcoming 

its previous site in Lodgefield Road was Cricket club chairman Ian Skidmore new mem ^ ers open arms. 

developed for housing. said: “We have markedly better facili- To take part call 07780 161040. 


Cut price deal 
to help fitness 

PEOPLE are being urged 
to get fit this Christmas 
with a special membership 
offer available at leisure 
centres in one borough. 

The offer by Dudley 
Council is running until 
January 10 at the Crystal, 
Dudley and Halesowen 
leisure centres. It is also 
available at the Dell 
Stadium and is valid for 12 
months. 

Councillor Stuart 
Turner, boss for health 
and wellbeing, said: “This 
is a fantastic money¬ 
saving opportunity. It 
would make the perfect 
Christmas gift for anyone 
who wants to keep fit. 
Dudley Council wants to 
encourage our residents to 
exercise more often and 
this deal is one of the many 
ways we’re helping.” 

Police cash boost 
for a boxing club 

BOXERS will benefit from 
new equipment funded by 
a donation from the police. 

The club based at 
Cradley Heath Commu¬ 
nity Centre on Reddal Hill 
Road has been handed 
£800 by Old Hill Police. 
The money will help pay 
for new equipment and 
contribute to the costs of a 
renting a room. 

The money has come 
thanks to the Police Prop¬ 
erty Act, which allows the 
sale of seized and 
unclaimed items in the 
possession of the police for 
more than 12 months. 

Champion is to 
switch on lights 

KICKBOXING champion 
Simon Akufo will be 
turning on the Christmas 
lights at a church on Sat¬ 
urday. 

The event will be held at 
Holy Trinity Church, 
Halesowen Road, Old Hill, 
on November 30 from 
3pm. 

The Halesowen athlete, 
who is the current Euro¬ 
pean Kickboxing Cham¬ 
pion, will switch on the 
lights at 5pm. 

Coffee concert 
at parish church 

HALESOWEN Parish 
Church are holding their 
Christmas Coffee Concert 
on Saturday, December 14, 
at 10.15am including 
music, poems and readings 
all with seasonal flavour. 
Admission is free. 

Library closures 

ALL libraries across 
Dudley borough will close 
for one day to allow for 
staff training next week. 

The libraries will be 
closing on Wednesday, 
December 4. 



Any Pizza 
Any Size 
Any Time 

Onlv 

£ 9.§5 


Freshly cooked to order 


Pizza’s | Pasta | Burgers 


Pizza Deal 

Any 3 Medium 10.5 

£13.50 

Any 3 Large 12” 

£17.00 

Any 3 X-Large 15” 

£21.00 



205 Halesowen Road, Cradley Heath 
Old Hill, B64 6HE 

Tel: 01384 636786 

www.pizzagogo-cradleyheath.co.uk 
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Meet Adrian, the manager of Professional 
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
He has over 20 years experience of 
cleaning, repairs and fitting carpets 
He also cleans upholstery as well as 
leather, home and office. 

No job too big or small 
Technician Woolsafe Accredited 


Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 

Covering all 
Stourbridge, Dudley & 
Halesowen areas 


All Major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted, Charges SOp 





t viator 


RETAII.EI 

«* Till H U 



OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 


Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 345400 















































Page 4 HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28 2013 

NEWS 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 



IT IS reported that theft from shops in the UK now costs 
us £3,400 million a year, or about £124 per household. It is a 
colossal sum but what did the politicians expect when they 
effectively decriminalised shoplifting? Gone are the days 
when shoplifters were hauled before the courts to have their 
dishonesty dissected in public and their convictions printed 
in the local newspaper. Oh, the shame. These days a first¬ 
time shoplifter(and they always claim it’s their first time) 
caught nicking items worth less than £100 is issued with a 
PND, a Penalty Notice of Disorder which is little more than a 
fixed-penalty fine. Pay £80 and you’ll hear no more about it. 
This is probably the biggest bargain in the supermarket. If 
you go shoplifting a dozen times before you get caught and 
then get stung for £80, you’re well into profit. Is it any wonder 
that thousands of people no longer regard shoplifting as a 
crime and look slightly puzzled if you suggest, heaven forbid, 
they should be ashamed of themselves? 

□□□□□□□□ 

FOR a snapshot of modern attitudes to theft from stores, 
have a look at that great national barometer, the Sky News 
website where one contributor thunders: “The only answer 
to this problem is to FIGHT for a DECENT WAGE.” Actually, 
there is another answer. Try leading a decent, honest life and 
keeping your sticky fingers off other people's property. 
□□□□□□□□ 

IT emerged this week that we are heading for the most 
debt-ridden Christmas of all time. Total UK personal debt 
stands at £1.43 trillion or if you prefer, £1,430,000,000,000. 
Average debt per British household is now £54,000, double 
the level of a decade ago. And just when you're thinking of 
doing something really desperate (like paying off some of 
your debts), along comes a couple of new credit cards, 
announced this week, which don't charge any interest for the 
first 15 months. Just think of the debt you can rack up before 
things turn nasty. Just what we need - the lead lifejacket. 
□□□□□□□□ 

BIG row in Walsall over the council's decision to blow 
£50,000 on a new Jaguar as the mayoral limousine. A senior 
councillor says: “We feel it’s important to retain the signifi¬ 
cance of the mayor’s role. The mayor goes back to the 
1200s. The mayor is the Gueen’s representative in the 
borough.” Which sounds terribly impressive until you recall 
that the role of the Pope goes back 2,000 years and he is 
God’s representative on earth. While the Mayor of Walsall 
rolls up in a £50,000 Jag, Pope Francis uses a Ford Focus. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


ive teenagers are held as 
police probe racist attacks 


FIVE teenagers have been arrested as police 
probe a series of terrifying racially-motivated 
attacks. 

An investigation was launched last month when two men, 
aged 68 and 70, were kicked and punched in separate 
attacks by a group of teenagers in Cradley Heath. 

In October another 

assault, near to Plant Street B by Adam Grinsell 
mosque, was reported when 

an eight-year-old boy was behaviour is totally unac- 
slapped. ceptable and will not be tol- 

On October 20 a 52-year- er ^ed in our area, 
old man was sitting in his , We pnde ourselves on the 
Toyota car on Redhall Hill do * e working relationship 
Road when the group of we have with our local corn- 
teenagers surrounded the m T y and T al ^ ays , to 
car and kicked it, causing seek Prosecute people who 

damage to the car. “ OffiSSVfe btn 

Suspicion working closely with the 

Five teenagers aged 15, local mosque and continue 
17, 18 and two aged 16 have to offer reassurance to local 
KoL TeSldentS. 


been arrested on suspicion 


of racially aggravated I would appeal to anyone 
and criminal who may have witnessed the 


assault and criminal 


crimes or may have any 


damage. information that could help 

, They have now been our invest i ga tion to come 
bailed by police with a strict forwarcL Since the arrests 
curfew which prevents we have not had any further 
them from being outdoors rep0 rts of this kind and 
from 6.30pm to 7am daily. wcm ld like to thank the local 
They are also barred from community for their contin- 
visitmg Plant Street and uing help and support.” 
Bearmore Park playing Officers from the Cradley 
fields. Heath and Old Hill neigh- 

Officers continue to inves- bourhood policing team reg- 
tigate and the five have been ularly hold public meetings 
ordered to return from bail at Plant Street mosque, with 
to a police station in Decern- the next taking place 
her. tomorow (Friday) from 

Chief Inspector Jane 1.15pm, where any worried 
Parry, from Sandwell police residents can raise their con- 
station, said: “This type of cerns. 


Tiger talkto help Joao settle 
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Sumatran tiger, Joao, aged 20 months, settles in at Dudley Zoo watched by assistant curator Richard Brown 

THE latest arrival at Dudley Zoo is settling into his new tling into his new surroundings in the internal dens and 
surroundings. Keepers are spending time with young we are monitoring his behaviour daily. 


Sumatran tiger, Joao, as they help him get used to his 
enclosure and introduce him to potential mate Daseep. 

He brings with him hopes of a new generation of big cats 
as Joao is part of a major international conservation pro¬ 
gramme for the critically endangered species. 

Assistant curator Richard Brown said: “Joao is still set- 


“Big cat staff are now working hard to build a bond with 
him by spending as much time as possible sitting and 
talking to him. 

“We hope visitors will bear with him until he’s ready to 
explore the outside, which we expect to be sometime in the 
coming weeks.” 



• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions 
i O Bathroom Installations 


• Power Flushing 

• Air Conditioning 

• Air to Air Heat 

• Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing Work 


New showroom now open 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 


• Competitive prices from £69 

• 12 month guarantee on workmanship including parts 

• Expertise from Gas Safe registered gastek engineers 

• Even if the job takes longer than estimated, 

you won't pay a penny more than the amount quoted 


• Parts and labour inclusive 

• 24/7 Free emergency helpline 

• A boiler diagnostic and safety 
safety check 


Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 
Halesowen, West Midlands 

H ALL MAJOR CREDIT & (All prices are plus VAT) ^^ORCESTER 

SuT. 


DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED 





lOO’s of rolls in stock all reduced 

NOW 


Axminster 80/20. 

Wiltons. 

80/20 Twist Piles 42oz. 

Majestic Saxony Stainfree. 

Stainfree Tweed. 

Vinyls. 

100% Wool Natural. 


i bid 


I! I.M.M! 1= I Mi r.f.W IH b U EZ E H1=1= I Mi i-77 



NORMAL PRICE 

.£39.95..., 

.£18.95.... 

.£14.95.... 

.£13.95.... 
.£14.95.... 
.£10.95.... 
.£11.95.... 


..£16.95 sq yd 
..£8.95 sq yd 


..£9.95 sq yd 
..£9.95 sq yd 
..£7.95 sq yd 
..£7.95 Sq.yd 


Care free felt back...£5.95.£3.95 sq yd 

FACTORY CLEARANCE OF OVER 
200 PART ROLLS 
WITH SAVINGS OF UP TO 75% 

STD are the largest stockists of carpets in the 
Midlands with the best selection, 
the best fitters, and are 
NEVER undercut on price 

^- 


Free upgrade on underlay with this advert _ 

- 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 1 0.30 to 4.00, 
Closed Wednesdays 

Church Street, Brierley Hill 

01384 76448 
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Drivers net 
a fair sum 
for young 
patients 

TAXI drivers stepped out of 
their cabs to find the net for 
charity as they played a 
fundraising football tourna¬ 
ment. 

Members of Dudley 
Private Hire and Taxi Asso¬ 
ciation organised the event 
and drivers from five firms 
across the borough took 
part. 

The grand total raised 
was £1,130.75, which has 
been donated to Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital. 

Association chairman 
Shaz Saleem, aged 27, pre¬ 
sented the cheque to Katie 
West from the hospital last 
week. 

“It is great, our target was 
£500,” he said. “We wanted 
to do more and give some¬ 
thing back to the commu¬ 
nity. 

“We want to make this an 
annual event now,” he 
added. 

Mr Saleem’s son Shazad 
was treated at the children’s 
hospital when he was 
younger. 

Firms taking part were 
Beacon Taxis of Sedgley, 
Fastline Taxis of Kingswin- 
ford, Halesowen-based 
Express Taxis, Elite Taxis of 
Lye, 5 Star from Dudley and 
Falcon Taxis from Stour¬ 
bridge. Elite Taxis beat Fast¬ 
line 1-0 in the final. 

Mayor of Dudley, Council¬ 
lor Alan Finch, was guest of 
honour. He said: “It’s great 
to see businesses in the com¬ 
munity coming together to 
raise money for charity.” 


Earthquakes and blazes 
were part of Rudy's career 


FROM digging a child out from 
rubble in earthquake-hit Haiti, to 
fighting one of the West Mid¬ 
lands’ biggest blazes earlier this 
year, Rudy Parkes has had a 
remarkable career. 

As a member of West Midlands Fire 
Service he has attended countless fires, car 
crashes and was even on shift on the night 
of the 1985 Handsworth riots and this 
year’s inferno in Smethwick sparked by a 
Chinese lantern. 

Now after three decades of service Rudy 
has retired. During his career the veteran 
firefighter, who ended his service as watch 
commander at Cradley Heath, has not only 
saved lives in the Midlands but has also 
visited some of the poorest parts of the 
world to help build schools and community 
facilities. 

Rescue 

He has led more than 50 missions to 
Romania and six to Tanzania. This was 
alongside his firefighter duties and his role 
in the International Search and Rescue 
squad which has included working in earth¬ 
quake-hit Japan and Haiti. 

It was in Haiti in 2010 that he was part of 
a team that carried out his most memorable 
rescue, said Rudy, who is married to Clare, 
40, and father of 10-year-old William, 

“We were actually searching a supermar¬ 
ket, there were about 40 of us rescuers and 
it was around lunchtime. A young lad came 
running up to me and grabbed hold of my 
arm,” said Rudy, who lives in Wollaston. 

“Me and (fellow rescuer) Dean Harris 
said we would go and investigate. We walked 
down the road, about 500 yards, and there 
was a school that had collapsed. As soon as I 
got onto the rubble I could hear a little girl 



Rudy with two-year-old Mia who he helped rescue in quake-hit Haiti and her mother 




X 


Receiving his MBE with wife Clare and son William 


crying ‘Mummy’.” That little girl was two- 
year-old Mia, and West Midlands colleagues, 
as well as those from Wales and Manchester, 
rushed to help. Mia had been trapped under 
a concrete slab beneath the rubble for three 
days and three nights. Crews used their bare 
hands to free the toddler. 

Rudy added: “As she came out, her little 
face was dirty. She went straight to her 
mother. You have got a job to do and you have 
to stay focused and each person in that team 
was part of that rescue, it was probably the 
best one I’ve been involved in.” 


Rudy’s fundraising efforts have ranged 
from flying to Ecuador in February 2009 to 
raise money for the Bobby Moore Fund 
cancer charity - of which Rudy is project 
manager - with Express & Star columnist 
Carl Chinn and his colleague Andy 
Grosvenor, to a 120-mile canoe trip down the 
River Severn to raise money for an orphan¬ 
age in Tanzania. 

He also helped to construct a physiother¬ 
apy unit at the Salvation Army’s Matumi 
orphanage in Dar Es Salaam. 

Other exploits have included helping to 


build an extension to a school in Alto 
Paraiso, a remote village in Brazil, in 2010. 

In March the next year, he also joined the 
ISAR squad helping to find the survivors of 
the earthquake in Japan. 

The 53-year-old received an MBE from the 
Prince of Wales at Buckingham Palace in 
May 2012 for his charity work at home and 
abroad. 

He said: “I’ve loved every minute, I’ve got 
no regrets and I’ve loved going to work every 
day and every night.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


Children’s toys 
appeal launched 

AN APPEAL has been 
launched for toys to help 
disadvantaged children 
this Christmas. More than 
6,000 children in Dudley 
borough were helped by 
the scheme last year. 

The 2012 toy appeal 
was the most successful in 
its 20-year history with 
6,082 children in the 
borough receiving a gift or 
taken to a pantomime. 

Dudley Council for Vol¬ 
untary Service is seeking 
unused toys games, books, 
DVDs and selection boxes 
for children aged up to 16. 

Co-ordinator Eileen 
Fielding said: “There are 
over 15,000 children in 
Dudley who live in house¬ 
holds with income below 
the poverty line. 

“For some children the 
gift they receive from our 
toy appeal is the only toy 
they will receive.” 

Call Eileen on 01384 
573381 or email eileen- 
fielding@ dudley cvs .org.uk 

Lantern parade 
at lights event 

A LANTERN parade will 
kick off Oldbury’s Christ¬ 
mas lights switch-on today 
(Thursday). The free 
event will take place from 
4pm to 7pm. 

Children from Tividale 
Children’s Centre and 
Ormiston Sandwell Com¬ 
munity Academy have 
made lanterns for the 
parade, which will also 
feature dhol drummers. 
The parade will start at 
5.30pm in Birmingham 
Road. Santa switches on 
the lights at 6pm at 
Oldbury Civic Square. 



It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 28 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 
including free delivery. 


WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 


FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 


How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


Autumn Sale 

NOWON 


Finance 

Available 


At Rydale we care about the 
customer, spend your money wisely 


m 


Massive 

Discounts 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
showrooms in the UK 


Repair Service available 


on all orders placed now for 
January installation 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


Open Weekdays 9 am to 5.30 pm, Saturday 9 am to 4 pm, Sunday Closed 
Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk y ' 
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SOME years ago, my car was 
vandalised. It had been keyed 
from front to back, with several 
deep scratches across four dif¬ 
ferent panels. Pretty conclusive 
evidence of a crime, wouldn't 
you say? Not according to the 
police officer who attended. 

“So what makes you think it 
was deliberate?” he asked. 

Of course. Somebody walking 
past, maybe on their way to a 
charity auction or something, 
just happens to have a sharp 
implement in their hand, and 
accidentally gouges a 16ft 
stretch of paintwork. Happens 
all the time. 

Last week former West Mid¬ 
lands Police chief inspector 
Rodger Patrick told a committee 
of MPs about how police officers 
used such quaintly-named tech¬ 
niques as ‘cuffing’, ‘nodding’, 
‘skewing’ and ‘stitching’ to make 
crime figures look better. 

‘Cuffing’ could potentially 
involve recording thefts as ‘lost 
property’, burglaries as ‘theft 
from property’, and attempted 
burglaries as ‘criminal damage’, 
he explained. As opposed to the 
good old days, when it was a 
way of dealing with young mis¬ 
creants. And that made the 
crime figures look better too. 
□□□□□□ 

IT IS great to hear that Black 
Country discount chain Pound- 
land is to be floated on the Stock 
Exchange, but one small ques¬ 
tion. What will the share price will 
be? 

□□□□□□ 

CONGRATULATIONS on 
Kingston-upon-Hull being voted 
UK City of Culture in 2017. 

Now I must confess igno¬ 
rance, in the sense that it is a 
place I have never visited. But 
I’m in no doubt that it is a very 
pleasant place, and I know 
enough people who originate 
from that neck of the woods to 
know it would be very unwise to 
ever suggest anything else. But 
it does beg the question of how 
our ruling classes define culture, 
and what sort of attributes they 
seek. 

The UK City of Culture panel 
was headed by television pro¬ 
ducer Phil Redmond, best 
known for making Grange Hill 
and Brookside, and the other 
main contenders for the title 
included Leicester, Dundee and 
Swansea. 

Again, very nice cities, no 
doubt, but it doesn’t take a mas¬ 
termind to imagine the type of 
culture they were looking for. I 
can imagine buzz words like 
‘cutting edge’, ‘vibrancy’ and 
‘diversity’ being used pretty lib¬ 
erally during the judging 
process. 

So Worcester, which gave the 
world Edward Elgar, Stratford- 
upon Avon, the home of William 
Shakespeare, and Portsmouth, 
the birthplace of Charles 
Dickens, are all overlooked, and 
instead the accolade goes to the 
city which brought us John 
Prescott. Brilliant. 



Before Karl was injured in Iraq Karl during one of his charity events Big challenge - heading to Everest Karl is in Bryan Adams’ new book 


Scars only skin deep 
as Karl bares his soul 



The word unscarred is tattooed across war hero Karl Hinett’s stomach 


LISA WRIGHT reports on 
Black Country hero Karl 
Hinett who has teamed up 
with Bryan Adams with 
some remarkable results 

The word tattooed across his 
stomach speaks volumes 
about war hero Karl Hinett. 

Although Karl was so badly 
injured in Iraq that he had to learn to 
walk again, the word ‘unscarred’ is 
emblazoned on his torso as a 
reminder of his determination to 
overcome his wounds. 

It is a simple, powerful word summing 
up the spirit of a man who has gone on to 
run countless marathons in aid of charity, 
now candidly displayed framed by his 
shocking scars in a new book by rock star 
Bryan Adams. 

Karl, formerly of Tipton and who now 
lives in Dudley, was invited by Adams to 
strip off to be part of an collection of strik¬ 
ing portraits of injured soldiers called 
Bryan Adams Exposed in Dusseldorf. 

And now the singer has launched a 
book featuring more images called 
Wounded: The Legacy of War. 

As a private with the Staffordshire 
Regiment, Karl, 26, suffered severe 
burns to his hands, legs, arms and face in 
the bombing in 2005 in Iraq. 

Challenges 

His injuries were so bad he had to 
painstakingly learn to walk again. 

But he battled back to compete in 
dozens of gruelling challenges to raise 
money for the hospital that treated him, 
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birming¬ 
ham. Around two years ago he was 
approached by the Canadian to pose in 
the pictures. 

He said: “I have to admit it was quite 
an unusual email I got from him, but as I 
read the details I realised I wanted to 
take part. He wanted to capture images 


of soldiers after war, and it was a really 
interesting and exciting project to be 
part of.” He spent most of the morning 
with the star at his studio, and even had 
breakfast with him. 

He said: “He is a really genuine and 
down to earth guy, and really very 
accommodating, making me feel 
welcome. It was very relaxed, and he 
was very clear about what he wanted.” 

Karl posed topless for the star 
putting his burnt and badly scarred 
skin on full display, as well as his dis¬ 
tinctive tattoos. He added: “He is 


known mostly for his music, but he is a 
really very good photographer and was 
very professional.” 

Karl was photographed individually 
but was one of 25 injured soldiers to 
take part in the project. 

He said: “Looking back it was quite a 
bizarre experience being photographed 
by Bryan Adams, but I am really 
pleased I did it. 

“It was a bit odd posing, but he kept 
it quite relaxed and put me at ease.” 

Karl has raised tens of thousands of 
pounds for charity during his 


mammoth fundraising efforts, running 
100 marathons in two years in aid of the 
hospital charity. 

On New Year’s Day 2011 he started a 
marathon challenge to raise cash for 
Birmingham’s Queen Elizabeth Hospi¬ 
tal, where he was nursed back to health. 

He finished the last gruelling 26.2 mile 
run in Liverpool on New Year’s Eve last 
year. 

Meanwhile, he has also announced he 
will be returning to Iraq in an epic chal¬ 
lenge to mark the 10th anniversary of 
when he was horrifically injured in the 
country. 

The soldier will be taking on a 5,000km 
running challenge called ‘Back 2 Iraq 
2015’ in two years time, which will see 
him run across Europe, Turkey and back 
to the Middle East. 

Collection 

Money will be split between the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham Charity 
and Walking With The Wounded. Karl 
said the idea was formed with fellow par¬ 
ticipant Jules Roberts, 29. 

They plan to run around a marathon a 
day, starting in England, making their 
way through France, Germany, Prague, 
Serbia, Bulgaria, Turkey and then on to 
Iraq. 

The book was launched earlier this 
month and is a collection of photographs 
and first person accounts from service¬ 
men and women who have cheated death 
whilst serving their country in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

The photography for the book was 
taken by Bryan Adams and the words 
were edited by ITN journalist Caroline 
Froggatt who first approached Bryan 
with the idea to do something to help 
wounded soldiers in 2008. The book has 
taken five years to make and includes 
more than 100 photographs of 40 
wounded servicemen. 

It is published by German publishers 
Steidl and cost £50. 

Proceeds from the book will go to the 
services charities BLESMA, Blind Veter¬ 
ans UK, Combat Stress, SSAFA and War 
Child. 



1983.. . 

A COUNCIL announced it 
would be taking a softer stance 
on prosecutions for breaches of 
Sunday trading laws. Wolver¬ 
hampton Council had previously 
had a policy of rigidly enforcing 
laws banning businesses from 
opening on the Sabbath. 

THE Express & Star carried an 
aerial shot of the new M54 motor¬ 
way link to Telford, which was 
due to be opened by Transport 
Secretary Nicholas Ridley. In an 
article Mr Ridley wrote: “Although 
the M54 has in the past under¬ 
standably attracted some con¬ 
troversy and objections from 
environmentalists, I believe the 
advantages and far outweigh the 
disadvantages.” 

WOOLWORTH’S chairman 
John Beckett defended his 
company’s decision to prosecute 
a 77-year-old shoplifter, despite 
being castigated by a judge. 
Walsall-born Mr Beckett, a 
former pupil of Wolverhampton 
Grammar School, said a 
shoplifter’s age should not be 
taken into account unless they 
were ill or confused. 

1993.. . 

IT WAS announced that the 
last remaining coal pit in Stafford¬ 
shire was to close before Christ¬ 
mas, throwing 600 miners out of 
work. Workers at Littleton Col¬ 
liery, near Cannock, were told by 
bosses at British Coal that the pit 
would close on December 10. 

CHANCELLOR of the Excheq¬ 
uer Ken Clarke cut the rate of bor¬ 
rowing by 0.5 per cent to 5.5 per 
cent, sparking measures that he 
was trying to stimulate consumer 
spending ahead of a tax rise. 

WOLVES fans were furious 
when they arrived at Luton to dis¬ 
cover that the match had been 
called off. The First Division tie at 
Kenilworth Road had been can¬ 
celled just three hours before 
kick-off. 

2003.. . 

ENGLAND were celebrating 
their most famous sporting 
victory since 1966 after lifting the 
Rugby World Cup.Prolific scorer 
Jonny Wilkinson grabbed the 
glory with a dramatic last-minute 
extra time winner. 

A CHURCH sparked a fury by 
removing all silk flower arrange¬ 
ments from graves in its yard. 
Furious relatives blasted Rev 
David Vastergaard's decision to 
enforce the strict rules at Holy 
Trinity Church in Heath Town, 
Wolverhampton, without 

warning. AroundlOO people 
signed a petition opposing the 
controversial move. Mr Vaster- 
gaard apologised for any 
anguish caused by the ban, but 
said artificial flowers quickly 
looked shabby and dirty, and 
could also damage mowing and 
strimming equipment. 


Woodert Sheds 


Concrete Garages 

Roof replacement also available inc Asbestos I 


Summer Houses 


Huge Range of Quality 
Garden Buildings 

^ CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 

Wk REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


»rril 







Prices from... 

6ft x4ft 8ftx6ft 10ft x8ft 

£ 195 £ 285 e470 


Single 16ft x8ft Double 16ftx16ft 

£ 1544 £3002 


7ft x5ft 8ft x6ft 8ft x8ft 

495 £ 550 £ 640 


I O Free Quotations 0 Old Buildings Removed inc Asbestos 0 Base Laying Service 0 Free Delivery & Fitting 


Show Site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, Visit our website: 

West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 
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LETTERS 

'We want our town back’ 


I WOULD like to thank the people who 
attended the first public meeting by the 
Dudley Regeneration Group on Sunday 
(November 17) at the Station Hotel. 

What came out of the meeting was 
that we believe the town’s best days are 
not behind it and we believe people 
power can change our leaders’ current 
negative view of the town and actually 
let it compete in the real world again. 

While places like Stourbridge and 
Halesowen have prospered with contin¬ 
uing regeneration, Dudley has been left 
to die a slow degeneration as bit by bit 
services shops have been taken away. 

You mention Dudley to any council¬ 


lor and all he will say is that Merry Hill 
killed the town. We believe that is a 
copout and just an excuse not to spend 
money on the town. Our elected leaders 
need to take responsibility. If you drive 
in there is not even a sign saying 
welcome to Dudley town centre 
anymore. 

We believe Dudley is a unique town 
and needs to play to its strengths and 
tradition of being the heart of the Black 
Country. People still use the town centre 
in big numbers and yet the council have 
ignored it in favour of Brierley Hill, 
which has no historical significance - 
only a BIG shopping centre. 


We can write all day about what the 
council has not done but it’s what they 
need to do to help new business back 
into the town and give the town a long 
term future that matters - and not as a 
backwater of Brierley Hill. We say to 
Dudley MBC, we want our town back! 

The Dudley Regeneration Group is a 
non-political organisation, a campaign- 
lobby group. 

If you want to join our fight for a 
better deal for our town email Dudley 
towngroup@yahoo.co.uk. 

STEVE BRISCOE 
Dudley Regeneration Group 


Charges 
for travel 

PROPOSALS to save money 
by removing free travel for 
OAPs on trams and trains 
are overzealous. 

The need to save money is 
not disputed but Centro 
could make lots of savings 
without resorting to penalis¬ 
ing the poorest in society. 

For example, they could 
raise adult fares to say £2.20. 
That would cover their 
shortfall. 

Or they could charge pen¬ 
sioners say 20p a journey on 
all buses, trains and trams. 
No hardship whatsoever for 
the pensioner and their 
ability to use trains and 
trams safeguarded. 

Or else perhaps charge 
£20 a year to add Metro and 
train services to the OAP 
pass. 

There is no need whatso¬ 
ever for a sweeping with¬ 
draw of services and let us 
not forget that National 
Express, who run 80 percent 
of our public transport serv¬ 
ices, are making huge profits 
(£117m last year). Perhaps 
they could assist? 

ESHAW 

Dudley 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Dudley Chronicle, Chronicle 
Editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton 

WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST in 
number of the writer. The Editor res 

E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

elude name, address and telephone 
;ervesthe right to condense letters. 


Car wash concerns 


RECENTLY I’ve noticed an increase in car wash sites. They 
seem to be popping up all over the place. Many of them seem 
very quickly set up, almost temporary in nature whilst 
others look professional and in it for the long haul. 

It made me wonder, does anyone check the site water con¬ 
nections? Are they paying business rates/metered rates? 
Are they regulated? How do they discharge safely all their 
waste water taking into account current environmental leg¬ 
islation and guidelines? 

We have environmental guidelines and regulations are in 
place to cover vehicle washing and operational needs relat¬ 
ing to water use and safe release of waste water containing 
chemicals used in the process. Is anyone checking this kind 
of site to see if these guidelines/laws are being adhered to? 

Also, water companies charge residential customers for 
the privilege of a water supply, to use and discharge to 
sewers, etc. These businesses use vast quantities of water 
daily, so are they checking who is using their water in high 
volumes daily and ensuring they are paying? 

Why do they propose such a good business option (is it 
because none of the above apply!). Are they a long term bad 
option for the environment; water rates and even maybe the 
taxman? 

L HANDLEY 
Brierley Hill 


Council 
wage bill 

WHAT a week of headlines 
regarding Dudley. First we 
hear that our council are 
considering buying private 
properties to full the council 
housing gap, then we hear 
that due to a shortage of 
money they are planning on 
closing childrens centres 
and care homes. 

At no point have I read 
any comment about cutting 
councillors’ allowances or 
the huge wage bill of council 
executives and managers. 

The truth is that this 
Labour-Tory shambles in 
our council house have no 
idea of what they are doing 
and the time has come for 
the people of Dudley to hold 
them to account. 

UKIP is fighting the care 
home and childrens centre 
closures and demanding a 
full review into the working 
practices and costs of the 
council. 

Please help us to fight for 
services for the young and 
vulnerable as well as forcing 
some sanity on our council 

BILL ETHERIDGE 
UKIP Dudley & 
Halesowen Chairman 


Order Now to Guarantee pre fitting for Christmas 


INSPIRATIONAL 

FIRES &. FIREPLACES 


Official stockists of CHLSNEYS 




5e Inspired.. 






Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 

Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00 am-6.00 pm 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 







Did you know that, 80% of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 31st December 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today! 

0121 550 4821 or 07726104200 

Offers cannot be combined 


Laminate flooring in 
tile form - very classy 

Wet Wall Panelling for 
bathrooms, no more 
grouting 

Budget range of 
flat-pack kitchens, 
super 18 mm, for 
better value and 
quality than any of 
the major retailers 
inclusive of soft close 
doors, and drawers 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard of work' _ 


'We 


NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

Open Mon-Sat 9.00 am-5.30 pm, Thursday 9.00 am-7.00 pm 

Tel: 0121 550 4821 
Mobile: 07726 104200 

Oak Lodge Building, Furnace Hill, Halesowen, B63 3LZ 

Open Mon-Fri 9.30 am-5.00 pm, Sat 10.00 am-2.00 pm 


Homeowners... 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moued in? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom ancf allow us to show your home's true potential j 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to lif{ 

CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTI 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWN!! 




ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Baumatic, 
Hotpoint, Stoves and 
many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace... ” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
totally professional from 
t k beginning to end... ” 

~ 


OVER 
STYLES, AVAILABLE 
IN ANY COLOUR YOU 
CAN NAME 


OVER 200 
WORKTOP FINISHES 


ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES 18MM 
PREBUILT 
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DOORS, WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 


MICRO RING 

HAIR EXTENSIONS 


Units 2 & 3, Chapel Street, 
Netherton, Dudley DY2 9PN 

Tel: 01384 212151 | Fax: 01384 457500 

workwear 


• Cheap, professional hair extensions 
• Complete service from consultation to styling 

• Specialist micro bead individuals 

• No heat or damage to own hair 

• AAA grade human hair 


Free consultation 


Call Jayne 07853 301092 


5 x UPVC Windows 

& 


uPVC 

Door 

Fitted 


Safely access your loft! 

FULLY FITTED FROM 


f 


We provide a convenient and 
I safe way to access 
I your loft. 

Each ladder has a 10 year parts 
guarantee and can be installed 
in approx 2-3 hours. 

We offer a loft boarding service 
if required at an 
additional cost. 

PHONE TO ARRANGE A FREE 
QUOTE. 

Manufactured to ISO 9002 Standard 

Telephone: 01952 282152 
Mobile: 07817 431505 

jW£:MDD£J<: 


The Local Distributor St Installer for 

AH For more information visit: 

^yi www.stira. co. uk 


SmUif Finding out the best 

influence to eat is a real treat 


WOMBOURNE 

Wl 


OUR SPEAKER and 
demonstrator for the 
evening was Tina Lloyd. 

She told us that she had 
trained in ballet and con¬ 
temporary dance in London 
and also enjoyed Tai Chi. 

On returning to the Mid¬ 
lands, she decided to take a 
course to enable her to teach 
the latter to the over 50s. 
Eventually she included Tai 
Chi for the disabled and now 
some of her work is in care 
homes. 

Tina informed us that Tai 
Chi improves balance and 
co-ordination, helps to red¬ 
uce blood pressure and has 
many other benefits. After a 
demonstration, we were 
invited to join her, some 
standing, and some sitting. 

Tina took us through each 
part, slowly and carefully. 
Eventually we put all the 
parts together to complete a 
whole routine. 

Tina explained that Tai 
Chi is something that, as one 
ages, one can improveupon 
and reminded us of pictures 
of elderly Chinese using Tai 
Chi in public places to wake 
the body first thing in the 
morning and aid sleep when 
performed in the evening. 

The ladies in the room cer¬ 
tainly enjoyed the move¬ 
ments and felt very relaxed 
afterwards. We were then 
told of meridians in the body 
which are acupressure 
points. To aid sleep, squeeze 
the flesh between thumb 
and forefinger for example. 


SHIFNAL TG 


BRUSSELS sprouts, broc¬ 
coli, spinach, mackerel, oats! 
Healthy eating, with these 
five items high on the list, 
was the topic of the evening 
for Shifnal Townswomen’s 
Guild members at their 
November meeting, when 
Nina Geraghty spoke on 
‘Diet and Nutrition’. 

Even those who already 
knew much on the subject 
had their knowledge enlar¬ 
ged and their ideas revised 
as Nina embarked on a fasci¬ 
nating stream of informa¬ 
tion about the contents and 
uses of various foods. 

Stressing always the value 
of using fresh, preferably 
local, produce, Nina proved 
to be an extremely interest¬ 
ing and entertaining 
speaker, always ready to 
share a joke, to provide 
helpful tips and to respond 
to questions. Her talk was 


Speaker Nina Geraghty, left, with group member and 
quiz winner, Margaret Johnson 


backed up by a short quiz, 
with prizes, which she had 
brought along, and by some 
delicious samples of her 
cooking - which were very 
warmly received! 


tion to cover. Members now 
look forward to a number of 
festtive events: Federation 
and National Carol Services, 
St Andrew’s Church Christ¬ 
mas Tree Festival, a Guild 


Much business was also Christmas Party and, first, 
covered in the meeting, on November 29, Shifnal’s 
There was a great deal of Christmas Lights Switch- 
information from Federa- On. 


Countdown to Christmas 


CHAIRMAN Hazel Smith 
presided over the meeting 
held at Grange Court, Stour¬ 
bridge on November 5. All 
minutes from the previous 
meeting were read, 
approved and signed. 

Treasurer Gill Attwood 
gave members an up to date 
financial report and secre¬ 
tary Jean Williams informed 
everyone that the next 
meeting would be the guild 
Christmas party. She also 
announced that the Federa¬ 
tion Carol service would be 
held at St Thomas’s Church, 


GRANGE E TWG 


Stourbridge on December 
14 and that programmes 
were now available at a cost 
of 50p to include tea and 
mince pies in the Church 
Hall after the service. 

Programmes will also be 
available to purchase at the 
Church on the day. Marlene 
O’Hanlon thanked everyone 
for filling the shoe boxes for 
charity and these would be 
taken to a collection point 
for distribution. Jackie Hill 


then gave members an eve¬ 
ning of fun and games incl¬ 
uding a Beetle drive, bingo 
and a quiz. Prizes were aw¬ 
arded to the winning 
members and Jackie was 
given a vote of thanks for 
organising the evening. The 
raffle was then drawn with 
several members winning a 
prize. 

There will be no speaker 
at the next meeting on 
December 3 due to the Guild 
Christmas party but enter¬ 
tainment has been 
arranged. 


FACTORY PRICES NOW AVAILARLE FROM 


CLUB NEWS 


SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

All with Certass Registration and 10 Year Insurance Backed Guarantee 


Composite 

Doors 

From 

£620 

Fitted 


UPVC 

Doors 

From 

£375 

Fitted 


UPVC 
Front 
Doors ■ 

From 

£450 

Fitted 


*Terms & conditions apply 

Call for a FREE home visit or vist our Showroom: 

2E, High Street, Wollaston, Stourbridge DY8 4NH 
Don’t delay, call today! Call 01384 292484 Mob 07772 131678 
www.dudleydoorsandconservatories.co.uk 
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5 x UPVC Windows 
& Composite 

{ Door ITTB 
fitted 
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NEWS 


Graffiti vandal scrawled 
tags on coach in traffic 



Suspended sentence for vandal Creagan Piesley 


STUNNED passengers caught up in a traffic 
jam looked on in dismay as a brazen graffiti 
vandal daubed their coach with ‘tags’. 

Prolific graffiti scrawler Creagan Piesleygot out his 
marker pen and spray paint to deface the vehicle as it 
crawled along Worcester Street, Stourbridge, in heavy 


traffic. 

As members of the public 
also reported fresh graffiti 
on the walls of the nearby 
New Road subway, leading 
to Market Street, police offi¬ 
cers gave chase on foot. 

And they soon caught up 
with 20-year-old Piesley, 
who was already under a 
Crasbo - Criminal Antiso¬ 
cial Behaviour Order. 

This banned him from 
carrying ‘graffiti tools’ in 
public. 

At the time he was 
arrested, Piesley, of Hedge- 
field Grove, Colley Gate, was 
also already accused of 
daubing graffiti on door 
shutters at an architectural 
shop in Long Lane, Hale¬ 
sowen. 

Damage 

When he appeared before 
Dudley magistrates on 
Friday he admitted charges 
of criminal damage to the 
coach in Stourbridge on 
October 4 and to the shop 
called Inspired in Long 
Lane, Halesowen, on August 
31. 

He also admitted two 
charges of breaching a two- 
year Crasbo, which was 
imposed on him in Novem¬ 
ber 2011 for shoplifting and 
criminal damage. 

He had originally denied 


| by Louise Jew 

the latest offences but 
changed his plea. 

Dudley magistrates gave 
him a five-month detention 
sentence, suspended for two 
years, warning him that if he 
did not stop daubing graffiti 
he would end up in prison. 

He was also handed a new, 
two-year Crasbo, banning 
him from carrying marker 
pens, spray paint or shoe 
polish, and ordered to carry 
out 100 hours of unpaid 
community work. 

Dudley South Police 
Inspector Dez Lambert said 
much of Piesley’s ‘commu¬ 
nity payback’ would be 
spent scrubbing graffiti 
from property in Halesowen 
and Stourbridge. 

It is also plain that Piesley 
was certainly no Banksy, the 
celebrated graffiti artist. 

Insp Lambert said: “We’re 
not talking about creative, 
aesthetically-appealing 
artwork. This is criminal 
damage, which is upsetting 
residents and leaving them 
with hefty repair bills. 

“Piesley’s was the latest 
in a series of graffiti attacks 
that the council estimates 
has cost them £6,000 on top 
of all the damage to private 
property.” 



'A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

"They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone! I Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 


Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchenS.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 



\VISA 


Dining Table 
& 4 Chairs 

•was-erar 

Now 

£499 


Large Selection 
of Raise & 
Recliner Chairs 
in Both Fabric 
and Leather 
from 

£495 


MUST END 
THIS SUNDAY 
AT 4.30PIVI 


3 Seater 


Sofa with 


2 Recliner 


Actions 


UP TO £1000 P/EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE * > 

> lOO’S OF SUITES AND BEDS IN STOCK GUARANTEED FOR PRE-CHRISTMAS DELIVERY t - 

SOFAS AND CHAIRS MADE TO ORDER, ANY SIZE 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU Larqe 

Tel: 01384 295660 FREE 

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm I Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm Car park 


Pictures for illustration purposes only 


DreamUhdd 

A Family Business for Over 30 Years 
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Birthday milestone 
and it's in triplicate 

WHEN Mary Haden gave 
birth back in 1943, she could¬ 
n’t believe her eyes. 

She had been told to expect twins, 
and sure enough Dr Donald Cunning¬ 
ham, of Dudley’s Rosemary Ednam 
Maternity Home, delivered two 
bouncing baby boys. But something 
told Dr Cunningham that his work 
was not yet done. 

“I was the surprise package,” jokes 
David Haden, who is by 20 minutes 
the youngest of the three brothers. 

The trio, David, Derek and Don cel¬ 
ebrate their 70th birthdays on Sunday. 

For much of their childhood, the 
Lower Gornal triplets enjoyed minor 
celebrity status, with many landmark 
moments in their lives being recorded 
in The Chronicle’s sister newspaper 
the Express & Star. 

“We got a lot of attention when we 
were growing up,” recalls Derek. 

“There was always a lot of interest in 
birthdays and anniversaries.” 

Newsagents 

From an early age, the youngsters 
were steeped in the family tradition of 
being newsagents, with David and 
Don both going on to keep shops of 
their own. 

“Until we were around 14, we lived 
in a little two-bedroomed house at the 
back of the shop, with three of us to a 
bed,” adds Derek. “There were six of 
us living there. 

“As well as my parents, there was 
my uncle who never married, he had 
been a prisoner of war, and we only 
had one downstairs room because the 
front room had been turned into the 
shop. We never had any indoor 
washing facilities until we moved.” 

Mother Mary, whose maiden name 
had been Jones, kept the shop, Jones 
News, which she had inherited from 
her family, and was helped by husband 
Wilfred, who also worked as a builder. 

From an early age the youngsters 



Triplets, from left, Don, Derek, and David Haden were celebrating their 70th birthday on Sunday, November 14, and 
below the triplets in matching outfits are pictured when they were aged about three 





<&> 



Triplets parents Mary and Wilf Haden 

found themselves working in the shop 
and delivering papers. They went to 
Red Hall infants and junior schools in 
Lower Gornal. After passing his 11- 
plus, Don went to Brierley Hill 
Grammar School, while Derek and 
David went to Robert Street School, 
near the shop. 

Jones News was sold to the Stars 
News chain in the late 1960s and at the 
age of 25 David set up his own shop in 
Central Drive, Lower Gornal, in 1968. 
Don initially chose a different career 
path, studying electrical engineering 
at Aston University before joining the 
MEB. When David decided to open a 
new shop, Haden’s News in Dudley 
Street, Sedgley, in 1972, Don decided to 
follow in his footsteps by buying the 
Gornal shop from him. 

“I sometimes used to help out in 
David’s shop when he was on holiday, 
and it used to confuse a few of the cus¬ 
tomers when they came in and didn’t 
realise it wasn’t David,” says Don. 

Although Derek, who lives in Askew 
Bridge Road, Lower Gornal, has also 
helped out at the family’s shops, he was 


Newborns in arms of mother Mary 

never tempted to go into the business 
himself, instead opting for the crafts¬ 
man’s life, making decorative tiled fire¬ 
places for S & W in Himley Road. 

David, of Richmond Gardens, Worn- 
bourne, retired in 2002, but he still reg¬ 
ularly returns to his old shop. 

David, who celebrated his 40th 
wedding anniversary to wife Jennifer 
in March, has two sons. Matthew, 39, is 
a police officer, while Philip, 36, is a 
financial consultant. 

Derek, who married Jacqueline in 
1970, himself has twin sons - 40-year- 
olds Mark, who works in sales, and 
Tesco manager Richard. He also has a 
37-year-old daughter Sarah, who 
works as a secretary for the British 
Nordic Ski Squad. He retired from his 
work eight years ago, and spends much 
of his free time with his four grandchil¬ 
dren. 

Don, who married in 1967, has two 
children, Nick, 39, a neurosurgeon, 
and Nina, 35, a paediatric nurse. 

The triplets, families and friends cel¬ 
ebrate their birthday with a celebra¬ 
tion meal. 


Urgent care in 
Dudley could be 
changing 


We want 
your views! 


Thursday 28th November 

12pm to 2pm 

Brierley Hill Health and Social 

Care Centre 

Venture Way 

Brierley Hill 

DY5 1RU 


Saturday JOth November 

12pm to 4pm 

Brierley Hill Light* Switch On 
& Christmas Fair 
Insight House 
Pearson Street 
BneHey Hill 0Y5 3BI 


12pm to 2pm 
Dudley Council Plus 
2S9 Castle Street 
Dudley 
DY1 1LQ 


czza 

Dudley 

Clinical Commissioning Group 


We went to heat from local people about our 
prooosed plans to make urgent care in Dudley better 
and easier to access for patents 

The proposals wc are currently consulting on include: 

• Moving some o( the urgent care services currently 
provided at the Molly Hall Walk in Centre to a new 
Urgent Care Centre on the Russell's Hall hospital 
ute. 

• Investing extra money in family doctor services to 
make it easier for people to get a GP appointment. 

• Making sure that aH urgent care services work 
together more effectively for patients - including 
GP services at evenings and weekends and the 111 
telephone helpline. 


Thursday 12th December 

6.30pm to 8pm 
Stourbridge Town Hafl 
Crown Lane 
Stourbridge 
West Midland* 

DY8 1YE 


Tuesday 17th December 

6 30pm to 8pm 

Main Hall 

Dudley College 

The Broadway 

Dudley 

DY1 4AS 


If you can't make It to one of these meetings, don’t worry - there are other ways for you to find out more and have your say. 
Please see our website at www.dudleyccg.nhs.uk/urgent-care for more information, or ring us on 01384 322777. 
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NEWS 

lucky to be alive after 
car smashes into flat 



The car is wedged inside the flat, pictures from West Midlands Fire Service Mamadou Diallo surveys the damage 


A CAR careered off the road 
and ploughed through the 
wall of a flat, narrowly 
missing a resident who was 
inside his lounge watching 
TV. 

Factory worker Mamadou Diallo, 
aged 34, described hearing a loud bang 
and seeing a ‘silver shape’ pass in front 
of his eyes moments before he was 
covered in dust and rubble. 

The silver Volkswagen Golf came 
crashing into his ground floor flat, on 
Maughan Street in Dudley. 

Mr Diallo, who escaped without 
injury, fears he could have died had he 


not made a change to his typical 
evening routine. He had been relaxing 
watching music videos when the car 
smashed through his living room. 

Settee 

“I usually lie down on the settee, but 
my back has been hurting so I decided 
to lie on the floor. The car smashed 
through the wall straight into the 
settee, so if I had been on there I would 
probably be a dead man now.” 

Mr Diallo crawled out of a gap in the 
wall next to the car. 

“When I looked back in the room it 
was in bits. Everything was smashed to 
pieces, the TV the settee, everything 
was crushed up against the back wall. 


“The driver had fallen out of the car 
and was lying in the rubble. I went 
back in and tried to help him. I think he 
was disabled because his false leg was 
lying on the floor in the all the mess. 

Six families living in the three-storey 
block were evacuated while structural 
engineers assessed the building. 

Mr Diallo, who works at Newbrel in 
Halesowen, said he has been in the UK 
for around 10 years since moving from 
Guinea. He is due to become a natu¬ 
ralised British citizen next week. “I 
was looking forward to it a lot but now 
I don’t have a place to live,” he added. 

The driver of the car was arrested on 
suspicion of drink-driving and has 
been bailed by police. 


Hasbury Wine 

lows] 

L- 

td 

AUIMN’OFFER SSeS’Dt £2 

0 



Door in White 

k incl. 

1 fitting 

PANEL DOOR-HARDWARE FEATURES: 

• PAS 24 security testing on flag hinges 

• i hinges have carrying capacity of 120kg 

• Longer lasting performance on hardware 

• Locking system - exclusive to Camden & 

^ one of the most superior on the market _ ^ 

FRONTDOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only • Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Fitted with white furniture* Left hand or right hand opening 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm • Choice of 6 white panel doors 


Inliten Back 
Door in White 

incl. 
i fitting 


BACK DOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

I * Inliten 70mm single doors only • Lever/lever handle and hook lock 
• Supplied with Monaco half panel (top pane glazed) 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm • Left hand or right hand opening 
• White furniture/hardware 




Sealed Units Replacement Available From £10 
We will beat any genuine written quote 1 

* Your local well established business offering top quality 
products and service 

* No payment until completion 

* Call us now for a great deal on your new windows, 
doors and conservatories 

* Visit our showroom * Deal direct with the owner 

* If you want quality, value and service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! 


Excellent service 
from start to finish. 
Reliable and 
friendly. 


Lovely job, fitters 
made no mess! 
Would definitely 
recommend again. 


L 


Very pleased with 
the new windows. 
Fitters were very tidy 
everything left clean. 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 
0121 421 7001 / 01214212104 / 01384 78796 

(opposite the Stag & Three Horseshoes) 

SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm • Sat 10 am-2 pm 
Phonelines open 9 am-9 pm 



mm 

Dudley 

Clinical Commissioning Group 


Keep 
A&E for 
Emergencies 


While doctors and nurses are dealing with 
people who could be seen by an alternative 
service, those with serious life-threatening 
issues could be put at risk. Please think before 
using A&E for anything other than critical or 
life-threatening situations 

Where can you go instead? 




A&E or 999 


Choking 

Chest pain 
Blackout 

Blood loss 



NHS 111 

CAU 

111 

-II MM 

Unwell? 

Unsure? 

Confused? 

Need help? 

f 

xm 



Cuts 


NHS Walk-in Centre 

Strains 

Itches 





Sprains 




lCTIi 



SUS 
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Midland UPVC 

Windows and Poore 



Christmas hamper/^ 



Terms & conditions apply 


and 12tA 'Decwd&i 2013 


SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED A WINDOWS 

WINTER SALE 6 FLAT 
WINDOWS ANY SIZE 

£1499 fitted. 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ° esigns “ 

■ 10 yr Insurance back guarantee 

Visit OUT WGbsitG "Secured by design Quality Products 

■ Energy saving Windows & Doors 

■ All built and installed by our own fitters 


www.midlandupvc.co.uk 


No hidden extras very competitive price 

FANTASTIC NEW Asseenon ^ 

UPVC DOOR RANGE bbcdiysos 



\ 


SPECIAL OFFER 

PVC Door 

From 

£375 

Fitted 

CC 



ALL AREAS COVERED O I 384 234 I 70 
After 5pm O I 384 429 I 52 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 


NEWS 

King of Pop auction is a thriller 



Off the wall - Danny Morrison models 

DEVOTED fans of pop star 
Michael Jackson splashed 
out almost £34,000 to get 
their hands on a piece of 
music history. 

Precious artefacts including signed 
hats as well as CDs and records col¬ 
lected by one of the King of Pop’s 
closest friends went under the 
hammer. 

And bids for the 17 items in the lot 
up for sale at Stourbridge-based Field- 
ings Auctioneers in Mill Race Lane 
came flooding in from across the globe. 

Director Will Farmer said: “It’s 


one of Michael Jackson’s iconic fedor. 

amazing to get hold of such rare items 
relating to one of the world’s biggest 
pop stars. 

“We have had such a lot of interest 
from collectors all over the world.” 

Fedora 

A black fedora hat worn by Michael 
Jackson on stage while performing 
Billie Jean sold for £3,200. 

The star lot on the day was a unique 
framed first print run version of the 
invitation for the ‘Michael Jackson: 
30th Anniversary Celebration’ 
concert. The collector’s item, which 
was signed twice by Jackson and fea- 


hats, which sold for £3,200 at auction 

tures both old and young photographs 
of the world-famous singer, was 
snapped up by a buyer in Los Angeles 
for a cool £5,600. It was a gift from 
Jackson to a close friend, music pro¬ 
ducer and celebrity David Gest. 

Mr Farmer and his colleagues pulled 
the lots together over the past five 
months and when Gest heard about 
the sale he contacted the auctioneers 
to volunteer some items from his own 
collection. 

Mr Farmer added: “David had heard 
through friends of friends that we were 
working on this auction. Some of the 
merchandise is phenomenal.” 



A.T AUTOMOTIVE 

- www.atautomotive.co.uk - 

ALL MAKES & MODELS 


20 years dealer experience, delivering service excellence 
6 days a week 

• Full & Interim Services 

• Mots 

• Collection & Delivery 

• All Cars & Light 
Commercial Vehicles 

• Competitive Rates 

AUDI Si VW SPECIALIST 


Audi 


/??/ 

■tV-fy 


h 


FT 


NORTHCOTT RD 
NETHERTON DUDLEY DYE 9PR 

01384 S4S 004 



USE YOUR LOFT! 



Bison^\ 

Loft Ladders \s 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 


theloft^stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 


Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 


Freephone 0800 389 1281 


CARPENTERS WANTED! 


Are you a Carpenter, that covers Halesowen, Blackheath Cradley Heath, Rowley Regis and everywhere inbetween? 

Your business can reach over 40 thousand readers every week through the pages of the Halesowen Chronicle 

To find out more, contact Ryan Cooper on 01384 353 227 
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NEWS 


Team work was key to 
enjoying firefighting 



Firefighter Mick Jeavons says goodbye to his colleagues after 30 years a firefighter Camaraderie - Reg Davies 


THEY have clocked up more 
than half a century of service 
between them and battled 
thousands of blazes across 
the region. 

And now two West Midlands Fire 
Service firefighters have said goodbye 
to the brigade on their retirement, 
after living ‘every boy’s dream’ for a 
generation. 

Mick Jeavons, based at Dudley fire 
station, and Reg Davies from Brierley 
Hill, have worked for the brigade for 30 
years and 22 years respectively and 
both said the camaraderie of the team 
was what made them love the job. 


Dudley-born Mr Jeavons, 54, joined 
the fire service in November 1983. 

He said: “It was just a great career 
and every boy’s dream to ride on the 
fire engine. It was always something I 
had wanted to be.” 

Watch 

After training in Coventry, the 
former Holly Hall School pupil was 
posted to Halesowen where he worked 
for five years. 

He then transferred to Dudley’s 
former station in Tower Street, before 
the current station opened in Burton 
Road, where he has been with Green 
Watch for 25 years. 

The father-of-three described 


working in the fire brigade as ‘the best 
job in the world’. 

Reg Davies, aged 53, from Wolver¬ 
hampton, is also retiring after 22 years 
based at Brierley Hill fire station. He 
joined the service in 1991 following a 
10-year stint as an engineer in the 
Royal Navy. 

Before then he worked as an appren¬ 
tice engineer at Guy Motors in Wolver¬ 
hampton. The former Heath Park 
School student said: “My highlights of 
the job were the odd callouts and the 
jobs where you saved lives, but mostly, 
the camaraderie of the team.” 

He added: “I will miss the friends I 
worked with and I hope to remain in 
contact with many of them. ” 


STOP PAIN 


..With our specialist 
in Acupuncture, 
Acupressure, 
Cupping & Ear 
Candle 


We can help if you 

• Suffer with pains in neck, shoulder, 
elbow, lower back & knee 

• Suffer with pain or arthritis, 
trapped nervous, soft tissue injury 
& sciatica 

• Suffer with pain from swollen 
joints after operations such as hip 
replacement and knee replacement 

• Suffer with overweight 


UK Registered 
20 Years 
Experience 



We can also help 


• Infertile couples to get pregnant 
with a high success rate through 
acupuncture and herbs 

• Infertile couples improving egg 
quality and sperm count prior to 
IVF treatment 

Or any symptoms you are not sure of, 
visit us for a confidential consultation 
or telephone for an appointment 


Open 10.30 - 5.30 
Monday - Saturday 


10B Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen 

0121 585 9393 



SERVICING • MOT’S • BRAKES • DISCS • SHOCKS • EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES 

ZtRIDGESTOHE 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size / Make Price 

195/50 VR15 Bridgestone T001 £56.50 

195/65 VR 15 Bridgestone T001 £63.50 

205/55 VR 16 Bridgestone T001 £71.50 

205/55 VR 16 Bridgestone ER300 RFT £86.00 
225/45 YR17 Bridgestone S001 £97.50 

225/40 YR18 Bridgestone S001 XL £115.00 



rywes 


GOODfVEAR 1 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

175/65 TR14 

195/65 VR 15 

GOODYEAR mw 

Dura Grip £40.95 

GOODYEAR wm 

EfficientGrip £01.95 

195/55 HR 16 

GOODYEAR 

205/55 VR 16 

GOODYEAR jtq 

EfficientGrip £0O.95 

Excellence AA 
RunOnFlat £//.50 


EXHAUSTS b™. 

To fit Ford Ko 1.3 '02-'0B Of} *- 
Rear Silencer (154-123) only £w7.95 

BATTERIES 

With 3 YEAR WARRANTY - .ft „ 
(UK063E) only £47.95 


PREMIUM SPECIALS 


Prite 

£44.95 

£64.95 

£85.95 

£77.95 

£88.95 

£99.95 


Size/Make 

175/65TR14 AvonZT5 
205/55WR16 Avon ZV5 
215/55WR16 Avon ZV5 X/L 
205/40WR17 Avon ZZ3/5 X/L 
225/45WR17 Avon ZV5 X/L 
225/40WR18 Avon ZV5 X/L 


STANDARD TYRES from 

► £ 31.95 

165/70TR13 . 

175/70TR14 . 

175/65TR14 . 

. FROM ONLY £31.95 
. FROM ONLY £38.95 

FROM ONLY £33.50 

PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

► £ 38.50 

185/65HR14. 

185/65HR15 . 

195/65HR15 . 

FROM ONLY £38.50 

FROM ONLY £38.95 

FROM ONLY £39.75 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

► £ 39.95 

185/55VR15 . 

195/50VR15 . 

195/65VR15. 

205/55VR16 . 

FROM ONLY £41.00 

FROM ONLY £42.50 

FROM ONLY £39.95 

FROM ONLY £44.95 

ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

► £ 47.95 




IF YOUR TYRE SIZE IS NOT SHOWN PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION. 

ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! 


205/55WR16 . FROM 

215/55WR16. FROM 

225/45WR17. FROM 

225/40WR18 . FROM 


■ MERRY HILL > 

Level Street, Brierley Hill DY5 1UA smSi 

Close to Merry Hill Centre AA 

Tel: 01384 75555 m N, 

Also at: KIDDERMINSTER Unit 1C, Greenhill Ind. Est., Birmingham Road, DY10 2RN. Tel: 01562 752777 



ONLY £47.95 
ONLY £53 .95 
ONLY £49.95 
ONLY £49.95 


A UcK, blOulCHr tirU' ^0 


WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.30am - 6.00pm, SATURDAYS 8.00am - 4.00pm. 
our prices are: all inclusive: - no hidde:n e:xtiras! ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 
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Car park 
with 98 
new bays 
at centre 

A £250,000 car park which 
will provide almost 100 new 
parking spaces has opened 
at a popular leisure centre. 

The development pro¬ 
vides 98 new parking bays at 
Haden Hill Leisure Centre 
in Cradley Heath. 

Demolished 

It has been built on the 
site of the old Municipal 
Buildings in Barrs Road, 
which were demolished last 
year. 

The work started in Sep¬ 
tember and was completed 
on schedule. 

Sandwell Leisure Trust 
bought the Municipal Build¬ 
ings site from Sandwell 
Council in 2012. 

It sold part of the land to 
West Midlands Fire Service 
for a replacement fire 
station for both the Hale¬ 
sowen and Cradley Heath 
stations. 

Bright work 
by children 

CHILDREN brought more 
colour to a church when they 
provided artwork from their 
classroom for an exhibition. 

Artwork for the Big Draw 
at St Peter’s Church in 
Cradley featured art based 
on locations around the 
town. Pupils, parents and 
carers from Colley Lane 
Primary, Caslon Primary 
and Cradley C of E Primary 
schools took part. 


Legacy of chainmaker is to 
live on at retirement village 


THE legacy of a celebrated chain- 
maker will live on at a new retirement 
village being built near a park he 
helped to create. 

Midland Heart has started work on the development of 


120 homes next to Homer 
Hill Park in Cradley. The 
developer has announced 
plans to name the access 
road to the development 
after Benjamin Hodgetts. 

Land 

The businessman and 
chainmaker helped pur¬ 
chase the land for the park 
in 1920. He was also chair¬ 
man of Cradley Parish 
Council which was abolished 
in the mid 1920s. 

The land has been 
managed by the Homer Hill 
Recreation Ground Trust 
ever since and this came 
under the control of Dudley 
Council. 

The new road will be 
called Benjamin Drive 
according to a report drawn 
up by transport chief Khur- 
shid Ahmed. 

It said: “Benjamin Hod¬ 
getts was a well-known 
chain maker who died in 
1926. 

“He was assigned to buy 
land at Homer Hill for recre¬ 
ation while chairman of 
Cradley Parish Council. It 
was thought that he lent his 
own money for this 
purpose.” 

The development is being 
built on the site of the 


| by Lisa Wright 

former Cradley High School. 

Construction work began 
in July on the complex which 
will feature facilities includ¬ 
ing a bar, coffee shop, restau¬ 
rant, hall, gym and library. 

The apartments would be 
available to buy or rent, or 
be taken on under shared 
ownership. 

Every unit will have its 
own front entrance door, 
while bigger apartments will 
incorporate a second 
bedroom, with enough space 
for wheelchair access. 

There will also be garden 
and woodland areas. 

The development is due to 
be completed in the spring of 
2015. 

It follows similar schemes 
- Broad Meadow in Mid- 
dlepark Road,Russells Hall 
and Willowfields in White- 
house Street, Coseley. 

Plans were given the 
green light in March, despite 
opposition from residents 
living near the site, off Slade 
Road. 

The Friends group for the 
nearby Homer Hill Park had 
also objected to the scheme 
fearing it would have a neg¬ 
ative impact on the park. 


No resting 
on laurels 
at Repose 

A FAMILY-RUN firm that 
makes chairs is ready for 
further growth after com¬ 
pleting a move to a new 
factory in Cradley Heath. 

The 23,500 sq ft unit in 
Cokeland Place has seen a 
return to the town where it 
was formed in 1999 for 
Repose Furniture. 

Turnover 

Repose which had out¬ 
grown its premises in Brick 
Kiln Street, Brierley Hill, 
where it had been since 
2001, is now poised to double 
its turnover. 

The move came after the 
company announced its was 
expecting to achieve a 21 per 
cent increase in turnover for 
its current financial year. It 
has enabled seating special¬ 
ists Repose to expand manu¬ 
facturing facility and help it 
meet an increase in demand 
from healthcare providers 
nationwide. 

Managing director Lisa 
Wardley said Repose was set 
to achieve even further 
growth as it approaches its 
15th anniversary next year. 



Managing director Lisa Wardley in the Repose showroom at the new factory 


Campaign 
pleased at 
fine over 
rubbish tip 

RESIDENTS and traders in 
Cradley have called public 
meetings, issued leaflets and 
lobbied councillors and MPs 
as part of their clean-up 
crusade in their town. 

Campaigners have 

declared they are winning 
their fight after environ¬ 
ment officers landed one 
businessman with a fine for 
failing to clear waste. 

An old settee, car tyres 
and general waste were 
among a heap of rubbish 
found on a piece of land near 
a shop in Cradley. 

Members of Cradley 
Action Group reported the 
mess to officers from Dudley 
Council alongside others in 
Colley Gate and Windmill 
Hill. 

Officials have taken the 
occupier of the Colley Gate 
shop to court after he failed 
to shift the waste. Dudley 
Council said Anthony 
Anyanwu, occupier of the 
shop, had been served with 
the notice in March to 
remove the rubbish within 
28 days. 

Anyanwu was found 
guilty by Dudley Magis¬ 
trates on November 14 of 
two charges of failing to 
comply with a notice served 
by council environmental 
health officers. He was fined 
£400 for each of two offences 
and ordered to pay court 
costs of £767.87 and a £40 
victim surcharge. 

Campaigner Richard 
Legiewicz said: “We are 
pleased with the way things 
are going.” 


Independent Family Funeral Directors 

Trevor E.W. Hickton Ltd, formally known as J.E.W. Hickton & Sons are a long established 
Funeral Directors based in Cradley Heath. 

In 1909 Joe Hickton a well known carpenter, builder, undertaker, local counsellor and one time Mayor of Rowley Regis, 
opened a dedicated funeral home located in Lower High Street, Cradley Heath in the Black Country, His son William ‘Bill’ 
Hickton came in to the business in 1937 and the father and son partnership began carrying out funerals across Cradley Heath 
and the surrounding areas. .Bill’s son Trevor came in to the business in 1971 working closely with his father to continue building 
the company reputation. In 2005 the company was registered as a Limited UK company along with a name change to what it 
is today, Trevor E.W. Hickton Ltd Funeral Directors. 

Trevor’s son Ross came in to the business in 2007 and is now working closely with his father in the day to day running of the 
business and conducting of the funerals in the long established family business still located in Lower High Street. In late 2008 
Trevor and Ross took over the running of R. Hadley Funeral Services in Halesowen. Carrying on the established business to 
the same standard and code of practice that of T. E. W. Hickton & T Hadley & Co. Trevor’s other son Greg joined the business 
in 2010. 

We offer advice on prepaid funeral plans. A funeral plan can save you money and provides invaluable peace of mind for you 
and your family. The reassurance gained from making arrangements in advance and these escalating costs are the reasons 
why nearly a million people in Britain have taken out a funeral plan. 

A funeral plan is thoughtful way of preparing for the future. It enables you to fix the cost of your funeral director’s services 
at today’s prices, no matter how much this may increase in the coming years. By choosing to plan ahead for your funeral, 
you and your loved ones will benefit from welcome peace of mind knowing that everything is taken care of in advance. Your 
thoughtfulness will relieve your grieving relatives of the financial strain and any worries about your funeral arrangements at 
a time of distress. Plus, you have the comfort of knowing that that the arrangements which you particularly want, including 
the type of funeral, venue, music choices, readings and even flowers will be carried out exactly as you wish. Thinking about 
planning your own funeral can be daunting, which is why choosing the right funeral plan provider to ease you through the 
process can make all the difference. 



* 24 Hour Service 

* All Areas Covered 

* Pre Paid Funerals 

* Home Arrangements 


Independent Family Funeral Directors 


We are an independent family run group of Funeral Directors 
under the personal attention of 
Trevor & Ross Hickton and Melanie JJnwin Dip.PD 

Trevor E.W. Hickton Ltd 



11 Lower High Street 
Cradley Heath. B64 5AB 
01384 569569 


* Private Chapels of Rest 

* Modern and Classic Vehicles 

* Simple Funeral Options 

* Monthly Payment Schemes 


T. Hadley & Co 
1 la High Street 

BlackheathlRowley Regis. B65 0DR 
0121 559 1010 


R. Hadley 
36-38 Windmill Hill 
Halesowen. B63 2BZ 
01384 636606 


Stuart & Neil 


Hodgkins 

WATCH REPAIRERS, 
JEWELLERS & ENGRAVERS 



151 HIGH 
STREET, 
BLACKHEATH 
B65 0EA 
(Next to the 
new library) 
TELEPHONE: 

0121 559 7156 
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NEWS 


Council can't keep a lid 
on latest bin characters 





The four bins cartoon characters that are being used to encourage youngsters to recycle rubbish - the three good 
bins are perfect examples of re-using waste, as opposed to the bad bin, right 


IS IT A bird? Is it plane? No... 
it’s a rubbish bin. Super¬ 
heroes - and supervillains - 
come in all shapes and sizes, 
and now a new fantastic four 
have been employed to take 
out the trash - literally. 

The four different kinds of 
rubbish bins in Sandwell - three 
good bins, one bad bin - have been 
turned into new cartoon heroes to 
encourage children and other resi¬ 
dents to recycle. 

They will be taking to the streets of 
the borough as part of a new Litter 
Watch campaign, which includes an 
interactive comic book in which chil¬ 
dren can help to decide the story lines. 

The three heroes and one villain 
have been created based on how resi¬ 


dents should currently be recycling - 
one hero is a small brown bin, for food 
waste, another is green for garden 
waste, and the third is blue for paper, 
glass and other recycling. 

The baddie is the grey bin - he takes 
waste that cannot be recycled and 
must be taken to landfill. 

It is all part of the initiative from 
Litter Watch, Sandwell Council and its 
waste partner Serco, to get people to 
use the three ‘good’ bins more and the 
grey bin less. 

Excited 

The characters will now form part of 
Litter Watch’s education programme, 
with children from Wood Green Junior 
School in Wednesbury and Christ 
Church Junior School in Oldbury 
helping to launch the initiative this 
week. 


Alicia Wingfield, project manager of 
Litter Watch, said: “We are so excited 
about launching these characters. We 
think they will capture people’s imagi¬ 
nation and help hit the message home 
about recycling. Children especially 
absorb information that is presented in 
a fun and imaginative way. ” 

A comic-style newsletter has been 
created to highlight the importance of 
recycling and will be available online. 

Cabinet member for highways and 
environment Councillor Maria Cromp¬ 
ton said: “This is a great scheme and 
one that really brings home the recy¬ 
cling message.” 

Jason Holtom, partnership director 
for Serco, added: “We love working 
with Litter Watch on these types of 
projects as they are really imaginative. 
Children are great ambassadors and 
they take the message home with them 
to their families.” 



WHY DOES 


AT CHRISTMAS? 


WHY USE 



FOR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 


2. NO PARKING PROBLEMS 

3 . SAVE ON FU EL c0STS 


2 . NO PARKING PROBLEMS 

3. SAVE ON FUEL COSTS 


PURCHASE V®tJH 

BLACK COUNTRY 0BUS 
AT 








MOT&SERVICE STATION 


FREE WINTER CHECK ON ALL VEHICLES 


\P\MM GW ED 

networkwestmidlands.com/BetterByBus JcM 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


f 




FREE MJff WITH EVERY SERVIC 



CLASS 4 & CLASS 7 MOT TESTING 

Full service and repairs FREE retest with onsite repairs 
Collection and delivery service available 

UNITS 3 & 4, POWKE LANE INDUSTRAIL ESTATE, 
POWKE LANE, ROWLEY REGIS, WEST MIDLANDS B65 OAA 

Tel:0121 559 2087 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Kwik Fit on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


double time down to. 

ARMY & NAVY STORE 
Genuine Ex-Army clothing and footwear 

Also stockist of children’s camouflage clothing + sa 
(footwear. Ex army boots + RAF shoes. 

Ex-army webbing, clothing + work wear, overalls 
waterproofs, camping equipment + leisure wear Tents, 
Sleeping Bags & Gas Cookers now in stock Specialist 
•suppliers for all Duke of Edinburgh & Cadet equipment 

Open 6 days • Closed Sunday 




FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 

Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warfey, West Midlands B69 4QX 













































Page 16 HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28 2013 www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 




Plays, records and converts LPs, CDs and tapes 

This superb music centre in a retro 1930’s style has six major functions - all in one compact and attractive 
unit. The stereo gramophone is ideal for your 33s, 45s or 78s and there is also an AM/FM radio, a CD 
player and a cassette deck. What’s more, you can record and store all your favourite tunes on your PC, 
using the integrated USB connection and PC software included, allowing you to preserve your precious 
recordings to PC or play on your MP3 player. Also included is an aux-in function that allows you to play 
other devices through your music centre, using the built-in stereo speakers. The unit arrives complete, so 
no untidy wires or construction. Also available is an instant fit spare stylus for crystal clear sound. 

D3939 6-in-1 Music Centre £159.99 - GF666 Spare Stylus £9.99 



MINI POCKET 
BINOCULARS 

These new Sunagor 18x21 “Mini Pocket” 
Binoculars offer an extremely powerful 18 times 
magnification and are the world’s smallest of 
their power. Measuring just 8cm x 8cm and 
weighing 180g, they incorporate latest optical 
technology with the power and clarity of much 
bigger binoculars, yet remain small enough to 
slip into a pocket or handbag. 

A one eye-piece dioptre adjustment allows 
the binoculars to be set to suit your own 
eyesight and fold-down rubber 
eye-cups allow use by spectacle 
wearers. 

Complete with dustcaps, 
pouch case, wrist strap, 
polishing cloth and 10 year 
guarantee. 

D6004 Mini Pocket Binoculars 
£39.99 



SIMPLE MOBILE PHONE 


Stay in touch with family 
and friends with this easy to 
use slimline mobile phone. 
Featuring clear buttons, an 
easy to understand menu 
and bright display, adjustable 
ringer, powerful LED torch 
and three fast key memory 
buttons that allow you to 
ring people at the touch of a 
single button. 

The phone also comes with 
a unique SOS button on the 
back to allow for one touch 
dialling. 

You can insert your current 
SIM card, retain your 
numbers and start using 
straight away (not compatible 
with 3G networks). 

Measures (W) 5 x (H) 10.5 
x (D) 1,5cm and comes 
complete with a charger. 

Take advantage of our Pay 
As You Go Orange SIM card 
offer for only £9.99. 

D5018 Simple Mobile £34.99 
D3730 PAYG SIM £9.99 



3.5 INCH MINI LCD TV 


Now with a brand new feature 


that allows you to watch and 
record Freeview TV! 


Have Freeview TV, music and 
movies in the palm of your hand 
with this compact 3.5 inch digital TV 
and multimedia player. 

The built-in radio allows you 
to listen to your preferred 
station or you can load a 
micro SD card (available 
separately) with your 
favourite programmes, movies 
or music and you have an instant 
portable cinema or MP3 player. 
Complete with holding stand 
for table viewing, built-in 0.8W 
speaker, volume control and 
headphone port; the battery will 
work up to 8 hours while watching 
TV or up to 10 hours while listening 
to music. 


The built-in lithium-ion battery can 
be charged by the supplied AC 
adaptor or from the USB port of 
your computer. 

• Scan and store over 70 TV and 
radio channels 


• Measures just 11 x 7.5 x 1,5cm 

D5741 Mini LCV TV £79.99 


D5738 8GB SD Card £14.99 


with 

built-in 


Freeview 



To order call 0871 911 7011* Quote 35294 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week *Calls cost 10 pence per minute from a standard BT landline. Mobile & other providers’ charges may vary. 


Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original 
packaging for full refund or replacement within 10 days. These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 

RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (35294), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)__Initial_Surname _ 

Address_Postcode_ 

Email_Tel. (for queries only)_ 



I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £_ 
My card number is: 


_0r please debit my card £_ 


_□ Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No._ 


1 Start [ 
J date: l 


Security r 
Number: L 


“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to 
Midland News Association Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box 
O If you do not want to hear from Midland News Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 




































Please add £3.95 P&P to entire order 

TOTAL 

£3.95 
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Ex-housing chiefs received £210,000 




Payout - John Clayton 


TWO former housing bosses 
who took voluntary redun¬ 
dancy walked away with 
payouts of a combined 
£210,000, it can be revealed. 

The money was given to 
Sandwell Homes’ former 
interim chief executive Paul 
Field, who had been picking 
up a salary of £109,873, and 
the organisation’s director of 
asset management John 
Clayton, whose salary banding 
was from £85,490 to £101,687. 

Both volunteered for redun¬ 
dancy before Sandwell 
Council took over responsibil¬ 


ity for council housing in 
January. The payouts have 
been rev-ealed in the organisa¬ 
tion’s final set of accounts. 
They show termination bene¬ 
fits for its executive managers 
were £210,000 in the nine 
months up to January 1. Both 
Mr Field and Mr Clayton took 
voluntary redundancy on 
December 31 last year. 

Last year the council said 
moving Sandwell Homes’s 
work ‘in house’ would save 
£262,000 a year as three senior 
manager roles would be mer¬ 
ged into one inside the council. 



Senior role - Paul Field 


Teenage burglar was 
linked by fingerprints 


A BURGLAR who helped 
steal around £20,000 of jew¬ 
ellery, cash and a diamond 
ring during a house break- 
in was caught almost two 
years later thanks to finger¬ 
prints left at the scene, a 
court heard. 

Qasim Hussain had his finger¬ 
prints taken after being stopped 
by police on an unrelated 
matter, which subsequently 
linked him to the house burglary 
in Tipton. 

Hussain had only been 16 at the 
time when he joined others to force 
entry into a house in Park Lane 
East, at around 4pm on March 9, 
2012. 

The bathroom window had been 
forced to allow one of the group 
inside to let the others into the prop¬ 
erty, the court was told. 


The family eventually forced their 
way in to find their bedrooms ran¬ 
sacked with clothes pulled from cup¬ 
boards and draws. 

Ms Suki Ruck, prosecuting at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court, said 
the family returned to find around 
£1,000 in cash had been taken along 
with £20,000 of jewellery . 

“The defendant was incriminated 
by his fingerprint which had been 
left on a black bin liner containing 
clothes found inside the bedroom,” 
Ms Ruck said. 

Hussain, of Wellington Road, 
Tipton, pleaded guilty to one charge 
of burglary and appeared in court 
last week for sentence. 

Judge Martin Walsh sentenced 
him to 12 months imprisonment, 
suspended for two years, and 
ordered him to complete 160 hours 
unpaid work. Miss Kate Thomas, 
defending, said Hussain, who is now 
aged 18, was led by ‘peer pressure’ to 
take part in the burglary. 


Accolade for 
elderly boost 

A PARTNERSHIP that has helped hun¬ 
dreds of elderly people live a more inde¬ 
pendent and enjoyable life has won an 
award. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham CCG 
(Clinical Commissioning Group) has won 
the Social Enterprise Partner category at 
the Social Enterprise West Midlands 
Awards for its partnership with Agewell - 
a local social enterprise offering befriend¬ 
ing and support services to older people. 

Deborah Harrold, Chief Executive at 
Agewell, said: “With the CCG’s support 
we have been able to continue to address 
the issues that affect older people’s 
quality of life and to ensure they have a 
say in the design, redesign and evaluation 
of health services.” 



ON BEHALF OF MAJOR STORES 
& MAIL ORDER COMPANIES 


• END OF LINES • CUSTOMER CANCELLATIONS 
• SOFAS • SUITES • BEDS • MATTRESSES 
• WARDROBES • DINING ROOM FURNITURE 


ALL BEING CLEARED UP TO HALF NORMAL RETAIL PRICE 


carpet now available 
from £3.99sq mtr 

L_ J 




vsnvw.megadiscountfurniture.co.uk 


Portway Road, Oldbury West Midlands B69 2BZ 

Tel: 0121 544 5155 





The Wildest 

! 4-. CHRISTMAS EVER! 

* A SANTASAFARI.COM 

i 


Nov - 24 Dec 


Meet Santa and his Reindeer! 

Admission includes: Photo with Santa • Choice of present for every child • Mince Pie & Mulled Wine or Hot Chocolate for adults • 

4 mile all-weather safari • Winter season free return pass • Themed Sea Lion Show • Discovery Trail and African Village fully open 

For more information or to book your tickets call 01299 400700 or visit santasafari.com 

West Midland Safari and Leisure Park, Spring Grove, Bewdley, Worcs. DY12 ILF Tel: 01299 400700 
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Mini power 
station will 
be first of its 
kind in the UK 


A £13 MILLION mini power station that converts 
waste into electricity will be the ‘first of its kind in 
the UK’ when work starts next year. 

The landmark project in Portway Road, Wednesbury was 
unanimously approved at Sandwell Council’s planning 
committee. 


The site’s current 
owners, Humphries Hold¬ 
ings, a demolition firm and 
their partners Broadcrown 
will work together to turn 
two empty industrial units 
into a power plant that will 
operate 24 hours a day. 

Waste will be delivered to 
the plant, weighed, recor¬ 
ded and sorted to remove 
rubble or metal compo¬ 
nents. Materials will also be 
removed and taken else¬ 
where to be recycled. 

Plans for the site include 
the construction of a 91ft- 
high chimney, new offices and 
a gatehouse. 

The site is expected to 
process around 60,000 tons of 
waste every year from build¬ 
ing sites and local industry, as 
well as biomass and some 
waste from other authorities. 

The majority of the waste 
it will process would usually 
be sent to landfill, but by 
using a process known as 
gasification, it will be turned 
into fuel using steam that will 
power generators. 


by Simon Stone 

It is estimated that each 
year around 90 per cent of the 
waste will be turned into heat 
and 3.5 megawatts of electric¬ 
ity that will be pumped back 
into the grid. 

Ward Councillor Peter 
Hughes said: “The plant will 
be the first of its kind in the 
UK. This area was at the fore¬ 
front of the industrial revolu¬ 
tion and this development 
will put the town back in the 
forefront for renewable 
energy.” 

At an exhibition held in 
September residents wel¬ 
comed the plans for the 
former engineering site to be 
turned into a power station, 
despite an increase in traffic 
that could see 44 truck move¬ 
ments a day. 

Fellow Wednesbury Coun¬ 
cillor Elaine Costigan added: 
“I’m so pleased with the deci¬ 
sion. They’ve done similar 
jobs all over the world. It’s 
going to be great for the 
area.” 


'Miracle' escape from 
terror of killer typhoon 



Tom Gore with children at a shelter before the typhoon struck Tacloban 


The scene outside the Kaya Responsible Travel base after the killer storm 


AFTER escaping unscathed 
from a ‘terrifying’ six hours 
alone as his flat in the 
Philippines was lashed by 
Typhoon Haiyan, Tom Gore 
could have been forgiven 
for taking up his bosses’ 
offer fly straight home to 
England. 

But instead the 23-year-old from 
Stourbridge set about aiding his col¬ 
leagues in helping scores of people 
left homeless and hungry by the dis¬ 
aster. 

Tom says it was a ‘miracle’ that he 
and some 80 colleagues in the city of 
Tacloban, in the province hardest 


hit by the typhoon, escaped with 
their lives. But he added: “A lot of 
their houses were totally destroyed 
and they lost everything. 

“We have sheltered about 50 
people in our offices in Tacloban and 
having been buying food and 
medical supplies for them, as well as 
taking it out to the villages to help 
other people.” 

Howling 

Tom was awoken at 3am by a 
howling wind as the typhoon 
approached and it got worse, with 
the storm at its height for four 
hours. “It was pretty terrifying,” he 
said. “The wind was so loud, the rain 
so heavy and I could hear glass 


breaking. A tree flew into my wall - 
at any other angle it would have 
gone through the window. 

“At first I was texting people but 
the storm suddenly caused a black¬ 
out and the phone lines went down. ” 

The former student at Redhill 
School, Stourbridge, and Halesowen 
College, who got a first class degree 
in history at Manchester Metropoli¬ 
tan University, works for Manches¬ 
ter-based Kaya Responsible Travel, 
which offers people the chance to get 
work experience overseas and vol¬ 
unteer for projects. 

With the threat of cholera mount¬ 
ing in Tacloban, he and his work¬ 
mates eventually relocated to the 
island city of Cebu. 


There he will be on hand to help 
with interviews to recruit 100 volun¬ 
teers to help rebuild devastated 
areas. 

Then he plans to return to the 
stricken area to carry on the relief 
effort. If his own experience was 
frightening, it was even worse for 
his family back in Heath Street, 
Stourb idge. 

His mother Judy, 55, said: “For a 
long time we did not know if he was 
alive or dead. Finally we got a 
message through saying he was safe 
and well. I cannot describe the relief 
of that message.” 

More than 4,000 people are 
believed to have been killed in the 
storm and around 1,200 are missing. 


Poets get 
first look 
inside the 
new archive 

VISITORS can get their 
first glimpse inside a new 
£6 million archives 
centre during a pro¬ 
gramme of events ahead 
of its launch in the New 
Year. 

Dudley Council has 
organised various activities 
in the run-up to the centre in 
Tipton Road opening to the 
public in January. 

Budding poets can create 
history and heritage poetry 
led by Brenda Read-Brown, 
who was Gloucestershire’s 
poet laureate in 2012-13. 

The poetry workshops 
will run from 10.30am-12pm 
on December 4 and January 
15. 

Coal’ole 

Dr Brian Dakin will be 
taking to the stage on 
December 5 for an hour of 
stories and unaccompanied 
songs based on his latest 
book From the Coal’ole and 
Other Stories. 

Dudley’s Councillor 
Stuart Turner, cabinet 
member for libraries said: 
“We are proud to host a 
series of activities at our 
brand new archives and 
local history centre.” 

The centre will house IT 
and public wi-fi services, 
education and conference 
rooms, a rare-book library 
and a research area. 

The council’s archives 
service will relocate from its 
current building in Mount 
Pleasant, Coseley, to the new 
site. 



E 


h London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee 
performance before heading back to the hotel for dinner and a disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening 
performance. 

For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and 
Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday 
evening performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning 
returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from’’ price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 


Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


A 


.. j 




For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 

or go expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Angry man is jailed for 
smashing shop window 


A THIEF threw a bottle smashing 
a shop window, a court heard. 

Martin Perry was jailed for 10 months 
after he stole eight bottles of booze from 
Everything Criss Supermarket in Dudley. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court was told 
that Perry went into the shop in June. He 
was seen to select a number of bottles before 
making his way out of the store. 

Perry, aged 53, then hurled a bottle at the 
front of the premises. 

Mr Mark Rees, prosecuting, said that 
after his arrest Perry, who appeared via 
video link, was taken to the police station 
where he caused £200 damage to a mattress 
in his cell before spitting in the face of one of 
the officers. 

Mr Jon Roe, defending, said: “He accepts 
he should not have acted in the way he did. 

“After his release from prison he found 


himself struggling to pay bills and keep a 
roof over his head. 

“He was at a very low ebb in his life and he 
knows he behaved foolishly.” 

The court heard Perry was taking anger 
management sessions and was studying to 
improve his chances of finding a job. 

Unpleasant 

Judge Michael Dudley told him: “What 
you did must have been particularly 
unpleasant for the trainee shop assistant 
and breaking the window added to her 
concern. 

“The further damage you did was stupid 
and it was also a particularly unpleasant 
common assault on the police officer.” 

Perry, of Sweetman Street, Whitmore 
Reans, Wolverhampton admitted two 
charges of criminal damage, common 
assault and theft. 


Take a look at her now, a top author 



Miranda Dickinson’s latest book, Take a Look at Me Now, has sold 50,000 copies 


pi 

Sunday Times bestsellers with 
500,000 copies sold - not bad for 
a girl from Kingswinford, says 
author Miranda Dickinson. 

This month she is celebrat¬ 
ing the success of her latest 
book Take A Look At Me Now 
which, after being published 
last month, has already sold 
50,000 copies and has reached 
third in the overall book chart. 
It is also top of the Amazon con¬ 
temporary romance chart and 
fourth in the bestsellers list by 
Sunday Times. 

From Kingswinford School 
to working as a nuclear power 
station tour guide in Essex and 
returning to the Black Country, 
the 40-year-old has only been 
writing professionally for five 
years. 

After being discovered via a 
story she wrote for an internet 


forum, Ms Dickinson has now 
published five novels, starting 
with the worldwide hit Fairy¬ 
tale of New York in 2009. 

“It has been amazing, really,” 
she said.“From an early age I 
always told people I wanted to 
write, people would nod their 
head and say the usual, but 
here I am, I can’t believe it. I 
come from Kingswinford, this 
doesn’t happen to people like 
me.” 

She is already putting 
together a draft for her next 
novel, which will be ‘an almost 
sequel’ to her first book Fairy¬ 
tale of New York. She reveals 
that many of her characters are 
inspired by people she meets in 
the Black Country. 

She will be meeting fans at 
Netherton Library on Decem¬ 
ber 5 and Jilly’s Coffee Shop in 
Kingswinford on December 6. 



From top to bottom - Ken Bullock, of Beacon Centre, 

Chairman, Wilf Ellis, Arwyn Jones, Beacon Centre Chief 

Executive, Alex Hamil, JW Hunt President, Tony Duncan, 
JW Hunt Chairman, Keith Jackson, Jan Smith, from 
sponsor Barclays, Manmohan Singh and Walter Wakeman 

Clip competition 
raises £7k for 
Beacon centre 

AN HISTORIC football tournament has helped to raise 
£7,000 for a charity for blind people. Organisers of the JW 
Hunt Cup handed over the cash to Sedgley’s Beacon Centre 
for the Blind. 

The money will be used to help people with sight prob¬ 
lems in the Black Country live fuller more independent 
lives. Money was raised through fees to games and pro¬ 
gramme costs. 

The cup is open to amateur teams across the region. Black 
Country Rangers were the winners after beating Wolver¬ 
hampton Casuals 4-3 in a match at the Molineux in May. 

Proud 

The competition started in 1926 and the cup has over the 
years raised more than £284,000 for the Beacon Centre. 

More than 30 teams are taking part in the new campaign, 
with Black Country Rangers hoping to make it three tri¬ 
umphs on the bounce. 

Jenni Fryer, fundraising manager at Beacon Centre for 
the Blind, said: “We are extremely proud to be associated 
with this historic competition and grateful to everyone 
involved in the JW Hunt Cup for raising this incredible 
amount of money to help people who are blind or visually 
imparied in the Black Country. 

“We are all avid football fans at the Beacon Centre and 
offer our congratulations to Black Country Rangers for a 
fine performance last season.” 


■ 


FANTASTIC RAIL EXCURSIONS 


From Local Stations 



He Beverle 

Saturday 21 December 

Explore Beverley; 

Beverley Minster Carol Service; 
Appleby & Frodingham Steelworks 
Railway*; or 

Humber & Hull Coach Tour* 
*Supplementary fares payable 


Return Fares 

Adult 

Junior 

Standard Class 

£79 

£39 

First Class Plus 

£125 

£95 

Premier Dining 

£199 

£169 

Joining Stations 

Depart 

Return 

Kidderminster 

08:45 

21:00 

Stourbridge Junct. 

09:00 

20:45 

Birmingham New St. 

09:30 

20:15 


Itavel the Settle & Carlisle Line 



Take a trip to the border city of Carlisle 
crossing the beautifully scenic Settle & 
Carlisle Line and see the landscape in its 
full Winter glory 


Return Fares 

Standard Class 
First Class Plus 
Premier Dining 

Joining Stations 

Wolverhampton 

Walsall 

Tam worth High Lev. 


Adult Junior 

£89 £45 

£129 £99 

£199 £169 

Depart Return 

07:20 23:05 

07:40 22:45 

08:10 22:15 


Your choice of reserved seating: 

Standard Class - First Class Plus with light refreshments; or 
Premier Dining with silver service - Full English breakfast, ‘Elevenses’ and a four course dinner. 
Tables for Two - with guaranteed window seats are available at a supplement of 
£25 per person (Not standard class) 

Licensed buffet available all day - Booking Office open Monday to Friday 09:15-16:45 
All timings subject to confirmation - Prices are from all stations 
All bookings subject to terms & conditions, available on request 

Pathfinder Tours pride themselves on the level of Customer Service we provide 



Book Now! 

Call 01453 835414/834477 www.pathflndertours.co.uk 

Stag House, Gydynap Lane, Inchbrook, Stroud GL5 5EZ 


PATHFINDER TOURS 
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www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

PLACE AN ADVERT 

0844 887 2293 

REPLY TO MEMBERS 

0906 500 3955 

(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 

COLLECT MESSAGES 

0906 500 3957 


Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : 
CHAT26 To : 80098 


28YR old female, seeking male with 
GSOH for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 408639 


(T&C's below) 

SINGLE LADIES 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. Texts cost 
£1.50 per message sent. 


ABBA girl blonde lookalike, size 16, 
attractive, bubbly, OHAC, seeking 
solvent, refined, handsome guy with 
full head of hair, 5ft 9ins plus, 
professional and courteous. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 409151 ® 
NEETA Black beauty, classy, intelligent 
21yrs, loves to enjoy life, have lots of 
fun and be spoilt, give me a call. Any 
age, looks and status. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409101 ® 

ROSA, 27yrs, seductive foreign 
beauty. Seeks no strings discreet fun, 
any area. Call to hear my desires. 
ACA. Tel No: 0905 002 1961 Box 
408093 

HI I'm Jo, first timer, newly divorced 
perfect size 10, blonde, attractive, 
tactile and looking to fall in love again. 
Age unimportant, dad welcome. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4090891 
SUSIE 32yr old nurse who likes cosy 
nights in with a good bottle of wine and 
spending quality times with great 
company, if you feel the same pis get 
in touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:408877 | 

ANNA, busty mature lady seeks no 
strings discreet meetings with male 
any age or location. Tel No: 0905 002 
1956 Box No: 366019 
BABS 27yrs slender with dark haired 
passionate Italian who loves to dance, 
eat out, looking for nice n/s male to 
spend quality adult time with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 407943 ® 
SUSIE, seeks fifty shades of grey with 
guy any age but must be discreet, call 
and I will explain why. Tel No: 0905 
002 1957 Box No: 407321 
BUBBLY 60 plus lady, slim, fair hair, 
comfy in jeans and leather jacket, 
seeks similar male for friendship etc. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408859 

JOANNA 34, in need of tic, wining, 
dining being treated like the princess I 
am, looking for sugar daddy, that 
someone special to love me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 408869® 
MARIA gorgeous outgoing bbw 27, 
good fun, caring, romantic, looking for 
that special someone to share life with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408733 ® 

KIM attractive single lady new to area 
looking for meet new friends and 
maybe a new love interest. I have 
many hobbies and am interesting to 
know, pis call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 408489® 

TAYLOR attractive very busty curvy 
black female looking for fun times with 
open-minded male who is also looking 
for fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:408311® 

BETHANY 25yr old blonde, slim size 
10 with great personality, looking for 
nice guy to share my life with, single 
dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 408253 ® 

HI I'm Pam, cuddly, attractive, self- 
sufficient, employed, looking for similar 
young looking, sincere male for 
hopeful Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:407933 ® 

FEMALE many interests, seeks male, 
40-55 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 408537 


MIXED raced lady, 34, widely travelled, 
seeking gent, 30-40 for romance. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 408429 
68YR old lady, likes gardening, meals 
out, days out, looking for sincere gent 
to share time with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 408413 


JENNY single independent attractive 
lady, tall and leggy, sensual and 
looking for very special male friend. 
Only genuine callers pis. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408285 ® 

CHRIS blue eyed blonde single 
female, lots of interests, loves travel, 
beach, nights in/out, looking for mature 
sincere gent for possible Itr. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 407615 ® 
ATTRACTIVE female, young 49, 5ft 
7ins, blonde hair, blue eyes, slim, 
genuine, loyal, easygoing, GSOH, 
seeks tall, handsome male, 40-50 for 
fun times, friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 406135 
LITTLE bit nice and definitely a little bit 
naughty! Imaginative curvy blonde 
seeks male for kisses and cuddles. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 363428 
62YR old female, widowed, small, slim, 
attractive, kind, outgoing, likes meals 
out, dancing, holidays, nights in, 
seeking professional gent. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 394106 



CAROL 36, looking for older 
experienced gent 50-70yrs for fun 
times only, discretion assured and 
expected. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 401853® 


SUE attractive lonely brunette who 
loves eves in/out, music, WLTM 
someone sincere to love and get close 
to, why not give me a call? Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 407021 ® 


CURVY Irish female 35yrs looking for 
fun, frolics, weekends away and lots of 
excitement with reliable male, 
discretion assured. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407603 ® 


SLIM active lady, 60's, N/S, seeks 
honest, kind gent, 57-62 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 407693 


ANNABELLA board attractive 30 
something nurse wanting healing 
hands for no strings fun. No TLC 
required. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 407449® 

SUE 40’s female who enjoys evenings 
in/out looking for someone to have 
some fun and hopefully get close to, go 
on, give me a ring. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407019® 

NICKY loving caring gorgeous fun 
young lady who loves swimming, 
dancing and lots more, seeking male 
for text chats and fun times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 407459 ® 
BLACK female, 45, seeking older 
gent, 60 plus who knows how to look 
after a lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 407787 


PAM 71, feels younger, lots to give, 
socialising, theatre, country walks, 
charity work, seeking male to share 
interests with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:407851 


PICK AN ADVERT AND 
MAKE A DATE TODAY! I 


LOVING caring young 67yr old female, 
5ft 2ins, slim size 12, brown hair, likes 
meals out, GSOH, smoker, seeks slim, 
smart male with GSOH, 58-62. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 364651 
MANDY divorced independent 46yr 
old single mum, confident, bubbly and 
social, looking for male companion to 
share good times and to be there for 
each other. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 407469 ® 

NICKY 26 fun single female who has 
been on her own far too long 
desperately seeking her Prince 
Charming, must be tactile and possess 
the ability to fall in love, Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 407485 ® 
MICHELLE lonely singleton, 
fit/slender, passionate, easy-going 
seeks male to cook for and generally 
spoil rotten in exchange for great 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407501 ® 

HEATHER larger than life, cuddly built 
lady, scrubs up pretty well, employed, 
OHAC, GSOH, looking for good times 
with willing male, fun times 
guaranteed. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 407307 ® 

TRACY 35yr old blonde petite single 
mum, WLTM tall male for nights out, 
text chats and hopefully Itr. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 407215 
LYN slim size 10, 5ft 9ins, attractive 
with GSOH, OHAC, employed, WLTM 
genuine guy who is also looking to put 
some fun back into life. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 407195® 

DEBS 37yr old professional, outgoing, 
bubbly, seeking genuine man for good 
times in/out and just see where it 
leads. Single dad welcome. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 407039 ® 
BLONDE blue eyed 72yr old widow, 
GSOH, young at heart, seeks honest, 
caring gent of similar age for holidays, 
weekends away and happy times, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 407113 
WHERE have all the genuine men 
gone? Sue single female who enjoys 
nights in/out, music, seeks sincere 
male to enjoy good times and get close 
to. Pis ring. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 407025 ® 

PAULA 38 single mum with OHAC, 
attractive blue eyes, size 14, seeking 
well built male with GSOH and 
honest/reliable disposition, looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 407029 ® 

MEDIUM build female, 66, widow, 5ft 
5ins, likes walks, reading, holidays, 
seeks sincere male. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407003 
HI I am Linda a lonely petite mature 
lady looking for nice caring male up to 
65yrs who also has lots of love to give 
for hopeful relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 406715 ® 

ANITA petite 33yr old tanned, toned 
sexy size 10 female with very high 
drive and lots of energy looking for 
similar man for adult no stings fun. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 406835 ® 
CARING female, likes Indian rock 
music, concerts, cinema, seeks North 
Staffs male, 40-55 for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 406757 
LINDA bored housewife wanting to 
spice things up a bit looking for clean 
well mannered professional for 
discreet adult meets. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 406705 ® 

GOOD looking professional female, 
51, enjoys arts, wining/dining, sight 
seeing, country walks, seeks special 
male to enjoy great fun with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 406765 
DONNA 42yrs young separated 
female who is ready to start dating 
again, bubbly, attractive, blonde and 
raring to get going, come on don't keep 
me waiting! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 406341 

FEMALE looking for stocky male, 50- 
60 to share a happy life. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 386169 


SINGLE cuddly female, 5ft 6ins, green 
eyes, seeks male, 40-50 for fun and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
406015 

PAT 67, attractive, likes reading, 
holidays, seeking female, 65-72 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 405985 
SHELLEY 48, 5ft 5ins, brunette, 
seeking discreet relationship with male 
48-52 for friendship/companionship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 405795 

CHRISTINA 38 very pretty petite 
trainee nurse looking for N/S male 
companionship to enjoy meals/drinks 
out, leading to more maybe. Age/looks 
and status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 405243® 

BLACK female 32yrs, 38dd, very 
curvy, sensual and looking for discreet 
fun with no strings or complications, 
any age, looks or status. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 405269 ® 

MARIA petite curvy brunette, into keep 
fit, running, beauty, looking for nice 
genuine tall N/S guy with no ties for fun 
adult companionship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 405099 ® 

SHAZ 33 easygoing voluptuous black 
female with lovely smile and 
personality to match, loves music, 
keeping fit and looking good, WLTM 
appreciative guy Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 404819 
WOMAN 55yrs old, N/S, size 14, likes 
animals, nature, reading, TV, quiet life, 
seeks man 45-55, N/S for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 404447 

WIDOW young hearted 70's, N/S, likes 
reading, concerts, gardening, meals 
out, WLTM younger gentleman with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 404177 
ELIZABETH 33, curvy attractive 
blonde, likes walking, socialising, 
meals out, entertaining, WLTM well 
educated nice male 50-60's for nice 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
403937 ® 

SENSUAL cuddly 32yr old 
professional looking for similar minded 
discreet male up to 40yrs for 1-2-1 fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
404023 ® 

48YR old attractive female seeking 
local fun maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 403947 
BLONDE attractive educated lady 50, 
young minded, seeks professional tall 
male, 45-55 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
391818 

JANE attractive, seeking male for fun 
and friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 403807 
TINA fun loving single mum who 
enjoys most things in life, seeking 
happy guy with GSOH for meals in, 
dates out, possible romance and adult 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 403567 ® 

CARLA 41, brown hair/eyes, 5ft 2ins, 
loving, seeking male who likes walks, 
cinema and romantic meals. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 396127 
ATTRACTIVE lady, GSOH, slim, dark 
hair, 50's, likes walks, films, art, meals 
out, seeks male with GSOH and 
similar interests for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 399245 
BLONDE tanned female, trendy, 46, 
GSOH, likes walks, pubs, nights in, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 384852 

GAIL 52, blonde hair, 5ft 2ins, likes 
nights out, seeks N/S male, 50-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 402041 
LIZ 42, black, divorced, seeking male, 
44-54 for kind, sincere, honest, open 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 400949 

RETIRED widow, kind, caring, loyal, 
N/S, seeks gent for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
385115 


DEBBIE sexy size 14, fun, outgoing, 
discreet, looking for fun times only with 
male over 40yrs, call to find out more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398759 

NICKY lonely 39yr old single mum 
looking for adult companionship and 
strictly no strings fun. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 399189 
RETIRED lady, seeks gent for 
friendship and outings, holidays etc. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
392936 

SARAH 23, attractive, brunette, slim, 
looking for male for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 392979 
GRACE Jones lookalike, black lady, 
53, 5ft 11 ins, OHAC, WLTM male, 45- 
65, 6ft plus for relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 397681 
CAROLINE attractive, kind, caring, 43, 
seeking kind, caring male for LTR, 45- 
50. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
396837 

35YR old female, seeks intelligent, 
down to earth male, 50-75 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 388297 
FEMALE looking for gent, 65-70, 
caring, loving and independent. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 378295 
MANDY 36, size 10 but busty, looking 
for discreet relationship with open- 
minded man. Status unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 360317 
CLAUDIA 37yr old attractive single 
mum who has been unlucky in love 
looking for special male to make me 
feel gorgeous again. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 390991 ® 

FRIENDLY outgoing, sociable lady, 34 
but looks mid 20’s (its true) WLTM 
adventurous male 18-65, I’m open to 
most ages/things, happy to try most 
things. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:355761® 

TALL curvy female, 36dd, loves music, 
looking for fun and romance with dark 
male. Give me a call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 359238 
VIVACIOUS strawberry blonde who 
knows just what she wants, wants 
down to earth caring male for 
spontaneous fun relationship. 35-69. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
366707 ® 

KIRSTY 36 attractive, blonde and very 
bored, seeking open-minded discreet 
decent male who can accommodate 
for adult fun friendship, 40-60yrs. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 373013 ® 
SUZANNA lonely beautiful classy 
French lady looking for happy decent 
reliable very sexy man for lots of TLC 
and good times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 375711 ® 

SINGLE MEN 



Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. Send : 

CHAT26 To : 80098. 

(T&C's below). 

GARY 40, tall, dark hair, seeks female, 
30-50 for fun and LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409207 ® 
GENEROUS male, 6ft, GSOH, likes 
music, DIY, seeks attractive lady to 
spoil and pamper. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409019 
TONY 55, dark hair, 6ft, confident, 
outgoing, seeks mature, attractive 
female, 68 plus, genuine ad. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 408989 
FUN loving male, 47, lots to give, 
looking for genuine lady for LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 409159 
32YR old slim, dark haired, 
adventurous, creative, likes music, 
cycling and photography, seeks female 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 352753 


GENT 55, slightly mad, but not bad, 
will make you glad you answered his 

ad! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408973 ® 

TALL intelligent, professional fit guy, 
50's, athletic, seeks good natured, 
intelligent female, 50-57 for friendship. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4089910 

LONELY male, 55, seeks 
Indian/Jamaican female, 25 plus for 
sincere relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 408957 
ATTRACTIVE male, 55, seeks older 
female, 50-70 for close, adult fun. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397189 
MARK 44, 6ft, dark hair, businessman, 
interesting, seeking sporty female for 
meals out, day trips, country walks etc. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408571 

Follow us 
on 

Ic iOv 

FUN loving male, 5ft lOins, slim, 
GSOH, seeks mature female, 50-65 
for meals out and daytime relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408185 

JIMMY 53 good looking, fit, genuine, 
honest, very loving and looking for the 
same in a woman. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397157 
JOHN 59, 5ft 8ins, OHAC, GSOH, 
seeks lady, 46-55, likes meals out and 
in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
403273 

TIM easygoing honest male, discreet, 
uninhibited, seeks similar non 
conformist averagely attractive, N/S 
female up to 65. Notts. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 375065 
GENT 48, youthful outlook, likes 
countryside, keep fit, karaoke, seeks 
soul mate for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408411 
MATURE land owner, GSOH, youthful 
outlook, likes countryside, socialising, 
history, seeks lady who appreciates 
good food/conversation with view to 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 408417 

BROADMINDED 42yr old male, 
GSOH, caring, loving good personality 
seeks female for fun friendship, 
relationship and adult fun. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 404623 
MATURE male, lonely, no ties, 
attractive, likes TV, reading, walks, 
holidays, meals out, seeks attractive, 
smart female, 65-72 to share simple 
things in life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 408183 

MAURICE Shropshire farmer, 43, 
seeks farming lady of any age to share 
the good things in life with view to LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
374021 

YOUNG looking 50's male, seeking 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 408177 
MALE 58, good looking, placid, seeks 
honest, loyal, caring female with view 
to becoming soul mates. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 400313 
SINGLE male, youthful, serene, seeks 
similar down to earth non materialistic 
female to become everlasting soul 
mates. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:407711 

CHRIS divorced, 55, smoker, seeks 
female, 30-45 for lasting relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407715 

GENUINE good looking male, 39, 
WLTM genuine, pretty female, 24-42 
for fun and friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 407753 
SHY 60yr old male, seeks genuine 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 407847 
JEFF 60's, 6ft 2ins, fit, seeking lady, 
mid 50-60's for friendship/relationship, 
nights in/out and good times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 407811 


ROMANCE wanted in Nuneaton. 5ft 
lOins, medium build male, 41, seeking 
a relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 406683 

BROADMINDED 67yr old male, fit, 
active, GSOH, caring, loving, seeks 
N/S female, open minded, 62-69 for 
genuine LTR. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407785 
MALE 51, seeks lady to spoil and 
pamper. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:313191 

IAN 5ft lOins, 55, caring, honest, 
looking for sincere female with good 
personality, 45-55, enjoy being out, 
socialising, meals. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 382997 
MALE 41, honest, caring, seeks 
female, 18-55 for friendship, maybe 
more, must have GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 407677 
ALAN retired professional, well 
travelled, pleasant lifestyle, seeks slim, 
attractive, N/S lady, 48-60 for LTR and 
romance. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:407575 

ACTIVE 30yr old slim, dark haired 
male, enthusiastic, likes keep fit, 
photography, seeks female, 19-32. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 330009 
MALE 46, enjoys romantic walks, 
meals out, seeks female biker for rides 
out and touring. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407171 
KIND caring gent 41.5ft 11 ins, fit build, 
WLTM similar lady for friendship, 
maybe more, likes music, the outdoors 
and eating out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 404055 

COLIN 5ft 8ins, dark hair, brown eyes, 
likes pubs, walks, DVDs, holidays, 
seeks nice lady for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
406677 

SINGLE gent 71 young at heart, fit and 
active, OHAC, seeks similar aged lady 
for companionship, shared interests 
and possible Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 406463 
63YR old gent, N/S, easy going, likes 
DIY, seeks female, 45-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 406605 
ARE you a black princess? 48yr old 
sporty white male, 5ft 11 ins, likes 
holidays, cinema, meals out, would like 
to take you out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 406551 

HONEST 6ft, athletic male, 50, caring, 
genuine, likes keep fit, DIY, walks, 
seeks female, 40-55, slim for 
relationship and romance. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 390023 
GEOFF 60's, tall, seeking nice lady for 
fun, friendship, relationship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
406077 

PAUL 46, brown/blond hair, 6ft, slim, 
single dad, genuine, down to earth, fun 
loving, kind, caring, likes most things 
seeking female for love. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 406007 
DAVE genuine guy, 6ft, black hair, blue 
eyes, medium build, likes sports, 
gardening, music, seeks female with 
GSOH and genuine. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 388372 
JEFF 60's, 6ft 2ins, fit, seeks genuine 
lady, mid 50-60's for genuine 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 404837 


GAY SINGLES 

Bl male, divorced, own business, 
generous, fit, 50, seeks male, any 
nationality, 18-45 for good times. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 409009 ® 
GAY guy 58, Shropshire, seeks male 
30-80 for friend, companion or long 
term relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407819 
MALE 34, attractive, 5ft lOins, blue 
eyes, blond hair, seeks slim male for 
fun relationship. Any area, can travel. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
311892 


If an advert has a i next to it then you can reply by text! Send REPLY26 followed 
by the box number of the advertiser plus your message and send it to 80098* 
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PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 25/11/13 
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NEWS 


Actors prepare for a big Night 


AN AWARD-WINNING 
drama group for people 
with learning disabilities 
has been picked to go on 
stage with the Royal 
Shakespeare Company - 
for the second time. 

Stourbridge-based Side 
by Side actors are now 
into rehearsals to present 
their version of Shake¬ 
speare’s Twelfth Night in 
the town next summer. 

Seventeen of the group’s 
30 actors will perform the 
play at Stourbridge Town 
Hall from June 25 to 28. 

Pictured getting ready for 
the forthcoming play is 
Sarah Field, 39, front, 
with other theatre group 
members 



Conman gets four years 
for preying on elderly 


HE PREYED on elderly and vul¬ 
nerable residents as he con¬ 
cocted lies about a sick wife to 
extort hundreds of pounds at 
the doorstep. 

Darren Hemmings, who was a conman 
trying to fund his drug habit, caused his 
victims - many aged over 80 - distress by 
pressuring them to part with cash. 

Disgraceful 

A judge branded his crimes ‘utterly 
disgraceful’ as he jailed the 44-year-old 


for four years at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court last week. 

Hemmings, of Hurcott Road, Kidder¬ 
minster, pleaded guilty at a previous 
hearing to seven charges of fraud by false 
representation to obtain cash. 

Hemmings asked for seven similar 
offences to be taken into consideration. 

The court heard he dreamt up differ¬ 
ent lies to deceive the often ‘vulnerable’ 
residents and dupe them into handing 
over cash at homes as he carried out the 
fraud in Stourbridge, Halesowen and 
Hagley, the court heard 


Mr Mark Phillips, prosecuting, said 
the offences took place mainly against 
victims aged between 75 and 94 during 
June, July and August of this year. 

It was revealed that Hemmings had 
around 29 previous convictions for 
similar offences including ‘dishonesty’ 
crimes since he first offended in 1988. 

Judge Martin Walsh told Hemmings: 
“You have got an appalling record for 
committing offences of this sort. 

“These were utterly disgraceful crimes 
committed against vulnerable and 
elderly members of the community.” 


Keep an eye 
on your pint 



Co-owners Alan Preece, left, and Paul Williams open 
their new micro brewery, complete with its own bar and 
lounge on Gainsborough Trading Estate 


BEER drinkers can now watch a local ale being brewed from 
a stylish bar with a pint of it in their hand. 

The Badelynge Bar is due to open tomorrow (Friday) at 
at the Green Duck Beer Company micro-brewery on an 
industrial estate in Stourbridge. 

It is the brainchild of company directors Paul Williams 
and Alan Preece, who have spent four months converting 
the former engineering unit in the Gainsborough Industrial 
Estate. 

Glass 

The unit is split down the middle with a glass wall - with 
fermenting tanks to make the firm’s speciality beers one 
one side, and a lounge for up to 120 drinkers on the other. 

The lounge features a bar, a pub-styled corner with a sofa 
and table as well as about a dozen wooden tables. 

Mr Williams and Mr Preece plan to open to the public 
every Friday and Saturday. 


Black Country building 
society choose new boss 


A NEW chief executive for 
the Tipton and Coseley 
Building Society has been 
appointed and takes over 
from the start of next month. 

Richard Newton, 43, cur¬ 
rently the society’s finance 
director, will succeed long- 
serving Chris Martin who 
retires on Saturday. Mr 
Newton said the society, 
which has branches in 
Tipton, Coseley, Bilston and 
Sedgley, remains committed 
to providing mortgage advice 
for local customers under 
new regulations. 


Marcus Daly, the Tipton’s 
chairman, said: “The board 
undertook a rigorous selec¬ 
tion process, working closely 
with a specialist executive 
recruitment firm to select a 
suitable successor, and is 
extremely pleased to have 
appointed someone of 
Richard’s calibre to replace 
Chris as chief executive. 

Mr Newton said:“I am 
pleased and honoured to be 
succeeding Chris. My 
approach will build upon the 
ethos of the Tipton.” 


Ifrade Prices to the Public 



1050 
Combi 
Unit 

£399 Sale Price £2991 
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Phone silence is golden 


Numan was electric 



Darker and dramatic, Gary Numan rocks out before a full house at the Wulfrun Hall Picture by Patrick Mulvaney 


New Jersey Nights, 

Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton 

IT TOOK for me to see Jersey Boys in 
the West End to appreciate the full 
extent of The Four Seasons’ work, so I 
was always looking forward to hearing 
those sounds again. 

New Jersey Nights pays homage to 
the music of Frankie Valli and co, 
rather than the story behind the band 
but Oh, What A Night! 


All the big hits were there - Sherry, 
Walk Like A Man, Rag Doll and Big 
Girls Don’t Cry, Let’s Hang On and 
even those that people didn’t realise 
they performed, like Silence Is Golden. 

All four performers - John Hawkins, 
Ricki Rojas, Simon Schofield and 
Damion Scarcella - were given the 
chance to shine. The harmonies were 
great but all deserved their chance in 
the spotlight. They pulled off the 
falsettos too. 


for homage 

There was an opening night incident 
as the performers were put off their 
stride by a mobile phone going off in 
the audience to the tune of La Bamba, 
followed by Schofield hitting the wrong 
note as they performed Blue Moon. 

That only seemed to add to the enjoy¬ 
ment, though, and, corpsing over, they 
recovered well for a blistering finale 
that included a medley of all that had 
come before. 

Mark Shipp 

Folk joke is 
getting thin 

Ade Edmondson & The 
Bad Shepherds, 
Birmingham Town Hall 

ADE Edmondson has 
enjoyed several incarnations 
from the anarchic Vyvyan of 
The Young Ones through to 
his more sedate Ade in 
Britain and popularity on 
Masterchef. Behind all this 
has been Edmondson the 
musician who claims to be a 
thrash mandolin player, 
which tells you straight 
away that he and his band 
The Bad Shepherds are not 
to be taken totally seriously. 

However, don’t make the 
mistake that this levity is a 
sign they do not take their 
music seriously. Whether 
you like their “messing 
about” with what have 
become modern punk clas¬ 
sics - and it has to be said 
some of the cover versions 
which have their Celtic 
blend of music bolted on do 
not work - Edmondson, 
Troy Donockley and Andy 
Dinan are incredible musi¬ 
cians. Their sheer skill came 
through right from the off 
with Edmondson on man¬ 
dolin, Dinan on fiddle and 
Donockley on flute. 

The novelty of the fusion 
of punk and folk was part of 
the enjoyment but it soon 
got a little wearisome. DF 


Gary Numan, Wulfrun Hall, 
Wolverhampton 

WHO’D have thought it, that the 
awkward young man with a synth who 
had a hit in 1979 with Are Friends 
Electric? under the name Tubeway 
Army, would become one of rock’s 
great survivors. 

He always seemed a bit of an out¬ 
sider in the ‘80s, despite his pioneering 
electronic rock, but those who lost 
touch with Gary Numan after his other 
massive hit, Cars, may be surprised to 
discover he has prospered in the 
shadows. 

Numan, through being an early 
influence on bands such as Nine Inch 
Nails, Marilyn Manson and the rein¬ 
vented and heavily tattooed Depeche 


Mode, was wholeheartedly adopted by 
those other outsiders, the industrial 
rock and goth crowd. It was a marriage 
made in, well, maybe not heaven given 
the doom and dystopian tendencies of 
his songs. 

The kohl-eyed and black-clad 
rockers rubbed shoulders with nostal¬ 
gic 50somethings as Numan - or 
Nooooooman, as his fans chant - put 
on an impressive one hour and 45 
minute performance at the Wulfrun. 

Blacker of hair and musical mood 
than before, he contorted like Iggy Pop 
when not playing guitar on hunched 
over a keyboard. 

The bank of video screens flashed up 
sinister and disturbing images, includ¬ 
ing at one point concentration camp 


victims. This was no jolly nostalgia 
show. 

I knew few of his new songs but 
material from latest album Splinter - 
subtitled Songs From A Broken Mind 
and featuring a Jack the Ripper-like 
image of Numan - was impressive as 
his three-piece rhythm section and two 
fellow keyboardists cranked up a 
mighty melodic wall of sound. 

Long-term fans will have recognised 
Down In The Park and I Die You Die 
from earlier in his career but they had 
to wait until the encores for Cars and 
Are Friends Electric? 

But it was fitting that he ended with 
a new song, the epic and elegiac My 
Last Day. 

Leon Burakowski 


Bearded Bragg in form 
with country and classics 


Billy Bragg, Symphony Hall, Birmingham 

THERE was little which escaped Bragg’s 
scrutiny before an appreciative and packed 
Symphony Hall audience, from fascism and 
financial greed to the usefulness of beards 
and rebellion against DIY. 

Looking like a mannequin from a 
Nashville country and western store and 
fighting a throat infection which had dogged 
him from the German leg of his Tooth and 
Nail tour, Bragg’s self-deprecating and 
relaxed manner gave the concert the feel of 
a cosy gathering down a local pub. 

With what seemed like enough guitars to 
kit out a small militia, Bragg treated his fans 
to some urban country with Way Over 
Yonder In The Minor Key and then Chasing 
Rainbows which was a full-on country and 

Sam's on first 

Sam Carter, Newhampton Folk Club 

WITH the smell of fresh paint still hanging 
in the air, Sam Carter was the first act to 
enjoy the newly decorated surroundings of 
the Newhampton Folk Club. 

Carter opened at the upper room of the 
pub with a light-hearted love song .Pheasant 
is loosely inspired by roadkill and has the 
line “You flattened me like a pheasant on a 
country lane”. Straight away you see how 
precise Carter’s guitar picking is, he has 
probably the most flexible fingers on the 
circuit. Unfortunately a lot of the time his 
voice doesn’t match the quality of his 
playing. DF 


#>* 





ill 


Billy Bragg at Symphony Hall, Birmingham 

western ballad, complete with steel pedal. 

With a change to his electric Fender, the 
classic Bragg emerged with All You Fascists 
Bound To Lose. This linked in nicely with a 
song from his hero Guthrie and I Ain’t Got 
No Home In This World. 

Bragg brought back the country sound 
with You Woke Up My Neighbourhood 
before unleashing Scousers Never Buy The 
Sun, a scathing rant against the media in 
general and newspapers in particular over 
tabloid coverage of the Hillsborough disas¬ 
ter. 

Bragg did the middle section of the set 
without his band, covering She’s Got A New 
Spell, explaining the importance of The 
Remembrance and threw in Milkman of 
Human Kindness, Levi Stubbs Tears, Sexu¬ 
ality and his Handyman Blues, from his 
latest album. He headed towards the end of 
the set with some classic Bragg in New 
England and Accident Waiting to Happen. 

Danny Farragher 



South Africa 


South Africa is a country five times the size of 
Britain and it has so much to offer the visitor, 
including breath-taking wildlife, stunning 
scenery, a huge sense of history, bustling 
cities plus first class food and wine. 

The holiday includes 13 nights bed and breakfast 
accommodation in specially selected three and four-star 
hotels, three evening meals and a variety of stunning 
excursions. 

For most visitors the highlight will be a full day’s game drive 
that brings the chance to see the sweeping savannah and 
muddy waterholes lined with animals, and to marvel at the 
incredible 150 mammal and 500 bird species that live in the 
Kruger National Park, including the ‘big five’: elephant, lion, 
rhino, leopard and buffalo. Rooms are reserved at the 
three-star superior Hippo Hollow Country Estate, located in 
the midst of lush forest on the banks of the Sabie River. It’s 
open-air terrace overlooks the grounds and river, so watch 
out for the hippos! 



Those interested in history will be intrigued by the visit to 
Zululand, passing through Swaziland en route, to reach the 
haunting battlefields of Islandlwana and Rorke’s Drift. In 
1879 these two battles, just a day apart, became a defining 
moment for the British Empire and the specialist Zulu guide 
will make those desperate encounters come alive. 

A well-organised schedule of tours combined with free time 
in Cape Town, Johannesburg, in Knysna on the coast and 
at the Kruger National Park means everyone will experience 
the very heart of South Africa on this 16-day adventure. 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


16 days FROM £1,999* 

Various departure dates 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

•Return scheduled flights 
•13 nights accommodation on a bed 
and breakfast basis 
•Three dinners, two lunches 
•Visits to the Johannesburg Apartheid 
museum, Blyde River canyon, Kirstenbosch 
Botanical Gardens 
•Full day Kruger safari 

•Tours of Zulu battlefields, Featherbed Nature 
Reserve, Cape Point 
•Whale-watching (depends on season) 

•Winelands tour including wine tasting 
•Services of a Riviera tour manager 
•Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

* varies according to departure date - please go to 
website for the latest availability and prices 


For a brochure call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 



Sri Lanka 

Join this comprehensive tour and discover the 
delights of old Ceylon with its sacred caves, 
ancient temples and lost cities, ending with two 
days relaxing on one of Sri Lanka’s idyllic 
tropical beaches. Travel on return scheduled 
flights from London Heathrow and stay in 
charming hand-picked three-star hotels, with 
daily breakfast and dinner included. 

One of the first adventures on the itinerary is the famous 
Pinnawela Elephant Orphanage which boasts a herd of 
over 75 animals from matriarchs to calves and their daily 
bath in the river provides a stunning photo opportunity. 

Some of the other included tours are to the 600 foot 
granite tower called Sigiriya, or the Lion Rock, known for 
its ancient murals of ‘cloud maidens’; to Kandy, Sri 
Lanka’s last Royal capital; to the amazing cave temples of 
Dambulla, a UN World Heritage site; and to a well-known 
tea estate and spice garden, staying at the four-star Grand 
Hotel, originally the summer home of one of the 
Governors of Ceylon. 

For a different sort of experience, two nights are reserved 
at the Safari Hotel, which has a pool, bar and restaurant 
overlooking the Tiffa Lake. Just 45 minutes from the Yala 
National Park this is the base for an early morning start to 
the jeep safari in the hope of seeing leopard, elephants, 
saltwater crocodiles, wild boar, sloth bears, monitor lizards 
and a huge variety of birdlife. The three-star superior 
Palms Hotel in the beach resort of Beruwela is the final 
port of call, allowing for two days of rest and relaxation 
before the journey home. 



PRICE INCLUDES: 

•Return flights 

•Nine nights half-board accommodation 
•Guided visits to Pinnawela elephant orphanage, 
Sigiriya Rock, Dambulla cave temples, 

•Kandy city tour and Botanical Gardens 
•Visit to a tea estate and spice garden 
•Jeep safari in Yala National Park 
•Galle city tour 

•Services of a Riviera tour manager 
•Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

* various according to departure date please go to 
website for the latest prices 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744ATOL 3430) 


For a brochure call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to 
expressandstar.com/starextratravel Please read brochures/web pages for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Tributes to music man Harry, 70 



Harry Rowlands - guitarist 


TRIBUTES have been paid to musician, retired 
company director and charity worker Harry Row¬ 
lands, described as the ‘nicest man you could ever 
meet’. 

Mr Rowlands, who played in bands with famous 
Black Country musician Bev Pegg, died following a 
battle with lung cancer aged 70. 

He was known for his rendition of Running Bear, 
the most requested song in the history of the pair’s 
various band line-ups over the decades. 

He had lived in Stourbridge all his life and was a 
pupil at King Edwards VI Grammar School from 
1954 to 1961. 

His musical career started when his father Alec 
bought him a guitar when he was 15 and his first gig 
was with Mr Pegg and friend Pete Burkes at a dance 
near Abersoch while on holiday. 

During his years at Manchester University, he 
continued to play and became the fifth member of 
Mr Pegg’s group, The Rhythmaires. 

He was also a successful businessman. After grad¬ 
uating in chemical engineering, he started his 
career in synthetic rubber production. 

He then entered the water industry in 1967. He 


founded Purac Ltd, the process plant contracting 
company, in Kidderminster, in 1983. 

He relinquished his position as managing direc¬ 
tor of the company in 1996 to concentrate upon his 
role as a director with Anglian Water International, 
where he worked until his retirement in 1998. He 
later became a Freeman of the City of London. 

After his retirement, he was able to devote more 
of his time to his music. 

Bass 

“Harry was an important member of our rock ‘n’ 
roll band, our cowboy band, and our skiffle group. 
His bass guitar playing was always straightforward, 
no frills, very accurate,” said Mr Pegg. 

He also worked with Age Concern Stourbridge, 
becoming a director and overseeing the redevelop¬ 
ment of the Elton Centre in the town. 

Mr Rowlands leaves wife Ruth, children Lisa and 
Alec and grandchildren Stanley, Nathalie and 
Nancy. He died on November 12, three years after 
being diagnosed with lung cancer. 

His funeral is being held tomorrow (Friday) at 
11am at Stourbridge Crematorium. 


Campaign will fight 
threat to free travel 

A CAMPAIGN is being launched against ‘terrible’ Free bus travel for pensioners and the disabled 
plans to strip Black Country pensioners of free train will be protected because it is required by law. But 
and tram travel and cut funding for Ring and Ride Centro had previously gone further by extending it 
services. to trams and trains using its own budgets. 

The proposal is part of a £14 million package of Walsall councillor and former mayor Richard 
cuts revealed by Centro.The organisation, funded Worrall, who has previously led calls for the 
by councils in the West Midlands, says it has to slash National Pensioners’ Convention for free bus travel 
the budgets for ‘discretionary’ travel.Under its for senior citizens, revealed he would campaign for 
cost-cutting plans, fares for children on buses would Centro to have a rethink. 

rise from half an adult fee to two thirds, while He said: “If there is a 25 to 30 per cent cut to 
funding for the Ring and Ride service would be funding for Ring and Ride then there’s not going to 
reduced. be a lot left. 

The authority said it also had the option of scrap- “The service is staring oblivion in the face so I am 
ping funding for children’s bus fares and Ring and organising a campaign to limit the damage done. 
Ride, which provides a door-to-door service for older “I am very angry at the cuts being imposed by the 
people. Government. It is absolutely terrible.” 


Hospitals 
on verge 
of winter 
crisis-MP 


HOSPITALS are on the verge of a ‘winter 
crisis’, according to West Bromwich MP Tom 
Watson, who obtained figures showing tens 
of thousands of people are waiting longer 
than four hours to be seen at A&E depart¬ 
ments at Sandwell and City Hospitals. 

Almost 18,000 patients waited over the four-hour limit 
to be seen in A&E at hospitals run by Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust. 

The figures were revealed as it emerged that 31,000 
deaths were linked to cold weather last year across the 


Ex-pupils 
saycentre 
mural is 
mistaken 

HISTORY has become a sore 
subject for ex-pupils of a sec¬ 
ondary school who claim a 
new mural’s facts about 
their old school should be 
given an ‘F’. 

Former pupils of Stour¬ 
bridge’s King Edward VI 
Grammar School claim 
developers of the town’s 
Crown Centre have got 
details of the school’s 
history wrong. 

The mural, on one of the 
walls of the recently re¬ 
opened shopping precinct, 
states the building became a 
grammar school in the 
1960s. 

Facts 

But former pupils who 
attended in the 1950s say it 
was already a grammar 
school then. 

Ex-pupils are now calling 
on developers to re-work the 
mural’s entry on the school, 
now King Edward VI 
College, and make the cor¬ 
rection. 

Chairman of Stourbridge 
Township Council Margaret 
Scott said: “The correct 
facts should have been 
checked before it went on 
the mural.” 

A spokesman for Tesco, 
which now runs the shop¬ 
ping centre, Simon Petar, 
said: “We will certainly look 
into it to see if a mistake has 
been made. 

“If there has been an error 
we will look to correct it.” 


country - up almost a third 
on the previous year. 

Bosses of the trust, which 
runs Sandwell Hospital in 
West Bromwich, City Hospi¬ 
tal in Birmingham and 
Rowley Regis Hospital, 
insist they are confident this 
winter will not be as difficult 
as last year. 

The figures show that 
17,792 patients waited more 
than four hours for A&E 
treatment within the trust's 
area in the last 12 months. 

The figures cover City 
Hospital A&E, its eye centre 
and Sandwell Hospital's 
A&E department. 

In total, 1,484 people 
waited more than four hours 
for treatment in October, 
which West Bromwich East 
MP Mr Watson said was a 
breach of recommended 
Government guidelines. 

The Government’s target 
is for 95 per cent of patients 
to be seen within four hours 
of admission to A&E. 

Over the last 12 months, 
286 patients with eye emer¬ 
gencies at City Hospital had 
to wait more than four 
hours. 

At City Hospital’s main 
A&E, 10,909 patients had to 
wait longer, while at 
Sandwell Hospital the figure 
was 6,597. 

Mr Watson said: “I am 
deeply concerned that 
Sandwell’s walk-in centre 
also faces an uncertain 
future which will put 
further intolerable pressure 
on accident and emergency. 

“We are on the verge of a 
winter crisis in the NHS - 
something we all thought 
was a thing of the past.” 

Sarah Millard, spokes¬ 
woman for the Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals 
NHS Trust, said: “Last 
winter was a very difficult 
one at the trust, exacerbated 
by norovirus. 

“This winter, we believe 
we can be significantly 
better.” 



Nursing 


Home 


Offering you nursing experience and expertise in 
our idyllic country retreat ensuring your stay with 
us feels like home from home. 


We offer 

• 24 hour nursing care in a warm and friendly environment 

• Single and double bedrooms available, en-suite facilities 

• Specialist care for dementia, nursing and Palliative Care 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips, pub visits, etc 

• Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our 
Shetland pony, cat and guinea pig 

www.yewtreenursinghome.co.uk 

Come and see for yourselves - no appointment necessary 


Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX 

Tel: 01562 710809 
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What’s On! Halesowen 


Magnificent seven 
set for New Alex 

BIRMINGHAM New 
Alexandra Theatre hosts a 
new version of a classic 
American musical early in 
the new year. 

Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers with former East- 
Ender actor and Dancing 
On Ice champion Sam 
Attwater and Helena 
Blackman, a How Do You 
Solve A Problem Like 
Maria finalist, is on from 
February 3 to 8. 

The toe-tapping frontier 
musical is described as a 
high energy production by 
award-winning American 
director and choreographer 
Patti Colombo. 

Wendy ready to fly 
off with Peter Pan 

EXCITEMENT is growing 
over the Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s new version of 
much-loved children’s 
fantasy Peter Pan, which 
will be staged in Stratford 
from December 10 to 
March 2. 

Entitled Wendy and 
Peter Pan, Ella Hickson’s 
adaptation of JM Barrie’s 
classic aims to keep all the 
magic of Neverland whilst 
providing a few twists and 
surprises. Holby City actor 
Guy Henry will be swap¬ 
ping his surgeon’s scalpel 
for a sword to play the das¬ 
tardly Captain Hook 

Susan’s dream tour 

JUST as Meryl Streep is 
rumoured to be playing her 
in a biopic, singing sensa¬ 
tion Susan Boyle has 
announced a 2014 UK tour 
including dates at Birming¬ 
ham Symphony Hall on 
April 2 and Stoke’s Regent 
Theatre on April 10. 


Panto time again, oh yes it is, 
as there's nothing like a dame 


Gok tells who is the fairest of them all 


THERE is no doubt who will 
decide the fairest of them all 
when TV fashionista Gok 
Wan appears in Birming¬ 
ham’s pantomime Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs. 

The 39-year-old star of 
Gok’s Fashion Fix, Gok’s 
Style Secrets and How To 
Look Good Naked will be 
making his panto debut in 
the UK’s biggest festive show. 

But it’s not the only major 
show in Birmingham this 
Christmas with several panto 
alternatives on offer. 

The refurbished Birming¬ 
ham Rep is staging Charles 
Dickens classic A Christmas 
Carol from now until 
January 4. Meanwhile, The 
Old Rep has Tom’s Midnight 
Garden until January 25. 

Birmingham New Alexan¬ 
dra Theatre hosts a musical 
alternative with Dave 
Stewart and Glen Ballard’s 
hit musical version of Ghost. 
The tale of love conquering 
death is a blend of impressive 
special effects, music, 
romance and comedy includ¬ 
ing the timelesss hit song 
Unchained Melody. It is on 
from December 17 to January 
5. 



Snow White and the Wicked Queen will get style advice from Gok Wan as The Man 
in the Mirror in Birmingham Hippodrome’s pantomime this festive season 


CERI Dupree and Gary Wilmott will battle it 
out in the war of the dames when the region’s 
big two pantomimes open next month. 




Ceri plays Queen Passionella in Sleeping Beauty at 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, co-starring with funnyman 
Joe Pasquale as Muddles and — 

Coronation Street’s Lucy 
Evans as Princess Beauty. 

The Grand panto opens on 
Saturday, December 7, and 
runs until January 8. 

Meanwhile, Birmingham 
Hippodrome will host the 
UK’s biggest panto with its 
star-studded version of Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs. 

West End star Gary 
Wilmot will be putting on the 
frocks to play the dame in a 
production that features TV 
fashion guru Gok Wan as 
The Man In The Mirror and 
Dynasty actress Stephanie 
Beacham as the Wicked 
Queen. Over The Rainbow 
winner Danielle Hope, who 
played Dorothy in The 
Wizard of Oz at the London 
Palladium, is Snow White. 

The panto, featuring 
further comic support from 
ventriloquist Paul Zerdin as 
Muddles and Matt Slack as 
Oddjob, will run at the Hurst 
Street venue from Thursday, 

December 19, to February 2. 

To book for Sleeping 
Beauty call 01902 429212 or 
to book for Snow White call 
0844 338 5000, or see the the¬ 
atres’ websites. 


Ceri Dupree, dame in the 
Grand’s Sleeping Beauty 


Gary Wilmot in Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs 


Hands on as band 
are own support 

AWARD-WINNING band 
Show of Hands is coming 
to Wolverhampton next 
month as part of the 
Devon group’s celebration 
of 21 years making music. 

Coming towards the end 
of a 30-date tour, SoH will 
be playing the Wulfrun 
Hall on December 4 in one 
of the band’s last gigs until 
autumn next year. 

The partnership of 
multi-talented Steve 
Knightley and Phil Beer 
will be teaming up with 
Miranda Sykes to not only 
play as a band but to be 
their own support too. 

The show starts at 
7.30pm. Tickets are £18 
and available on 0870 320 
7000 or online at 
www.wolvescivic.co.uk 
and subject to booking 
fees. 

Railway Children 
arrive at town hall 

STOURBRIDGE Theatre 
Company bring their 
version of classic family 
drama The Railway Chil¬ 
dren to the stage at Stour¬ 
bridge Town Hall from 
tonight (Thursday) until 
Saturday, including Satur¬ 
day matinee. 

Dave Simpson has 
adapted E Nesbit’s novel. 
Tickets cost £9 (conces¬ 
sions £8) and £5 for chil¬ 
dren aged 14 and under. 
Tickets are available from 
The French Deli, Dudley 
Council Plus, or via 01384 
812812. 

Manford’s dates 

MANCUNIAN comic 
Jason Manford brings his 
First World Problems 
Tour to Dudley Town Hall 
on Monday and Tuesday. 



e lUugJjts truest 
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FRIDAY 29TH 

KERRY MASKELL 

SATURDAY 30TH 

A.K.A. SKA FACE 

DECEMBER 

| SUNDAY 1ST 

I 7 10th ANNIVERSARY NIGHT!!! 
- Join us for the PARTY 

MONDAY 2ND 

THE QUEST FUN QUIZ & 
KARAOKE SHOW!!! 

TUESDAY 3RD 

KARAOKE WITH PREDATOR 

WEDNESDAY 4TH 

ADRIAN MICHAELS 

THURSDAY 5TH 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
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Sunday Carvery £4.95 12 noon-5 pm 



CARVERY TIMES flnlm# 

Mon-Tiuips 

12.00 2.30 pm, 6 8 pill OO /HK 
Fri Sat 12.00 2.30 pm O m 

GREAT STEAK & GRILL DEALS 

NEW MENU 

Featuring Grills and Succulent Steaks ^ 
Available 7 days a week 


We serve until 1 am on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, - 

1am Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, 
Fri, Sat, Sun • Dress Code...Dress To Impress! 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 





Honouring our Fallen Heroes with our pledge not to forget their families 



Furniture and House Clearances 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR THEIR KIND DONATIONS 

0121 525 0973 

www.forcessupport.org.uk 

34-36 Carters Green, West Bromwich, B70 9LW 

Also Selling second hand furniture, electrical goods, bric-a-brac, toys 


Suites from £25 Bedroom furniture from £10 White goods from £15 

MmrnmtnmmmimmTmmmmrmimmmMimmTM 




Open times: Mon-Sat 9-5 pm Sunday: 10-2 pm 

f i Follow us on Facebook 

Forces support charity. Watch our family project daily 






* 


iok Your C 


Christmas Party 


NEW MENU 
JT’s Brasserie 

E: info@jtbrasserie.co.uk 
Full Carvery every Sunday 

Please check out our website for other days available 

www.crosswells.co.uk 

Live Sport, Pool, Masters Pub Poker, Entertainment, 
Beer, Garden, Baby Changing Station, Disabled 
Access & Facilities, Large Car Park 

Function Room to hire for 
your special occasion 


or Your Christmas Lunch 

SATURDAY 8TH DECEMBER 
50% OFF DAY - For all meals at J T Brasserie 
Whyley Walk, Langley 0121 552 2629 


The Model Inn 

Merry Christmas To All Our 
Customers Old and New 
Titford Road, Langley 


Find us on Facebook crosswells@btinternet.com 


Entertainment each week 
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What’s On! 

SATURDAY’S TV 30.11.13 Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 



Bruce Forsyth 


Strictly Come Dancing 
BBC1, 7pm 

So far we’ve had the 
romance of a love week 
and the frights of 
Halloween - now the seven 
remaining couples will be 
paying homage to musicals 
from stage and screen. If 
the routines turn out to be 
more worthy of a Golden 
Raspberry award than an 
Oscar, there will at least be 
a group dance by the 
professionals to the title 
song from Cole Porter’s 
classic Anything Goes. No 
doubtjudges Len 
Goodman, Darcey Bussell, 
Bruno Tonioli and Craig 
Revel Horwood will be on 
their feet applauding after 
that. Bruce Forsyth and 
Tess Daly present. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Live. 11.30 Food & Drink. 
(R) 12.00 Football FOCUS. 12.45 
Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 

1.15 Inspire: The Olympic Journey. 
Gabby Logan meets cycling star 
Becky James. 1.45 Live Rugby 
League World Cup Final. Coverage 
from Old Trafford (Kick-off 
2.30pm). 4.30 Final Score. 5.10 
My Family Christmas Special. (R) 
6.00 BBC News; Regional News; 

Weather. 

6.15 Pointless Celebrities. With 
Graeme Garden, Dan Snow, 
Susie Dent, and Germaine 
Greer. 

7.00 Strictly Come Dancing. The 

twinkle-toed contestants 
celebrate songs from 
musicals as they take 
another step closer to lifting 
the glitterball trophy. Bruce 
Forsyth and Tess Daly 
present. 

8.15 Atlantis. Medusa is 
kidnapped and held to 
ransom. 

9.00 Casualty. Fletch races to 
save two boys from a 
dangerous predator, while 
Sam helps a former wartime 
spy regain her home and Ash 
treats a girl who has 
accidentally eaten her pet 
cat’s ashes. 

9.50 The National Lottery Live. 

Chris Evans reveals the 
results. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Including 
highlights of Cardiff City v 
Arsenal; National Lottery 
Update. 

11.40The Football League Show. 

Highlights of today’s games 
in the Championship, League 
One and League Two. 

12.55 Weatherview. 1.00 News. 


BBC2 

6.00 This Is BBC Two. 7.00 Film: 
Dean Spanley. (2008) 8.35 Film: 

On the Town. (1949) 10.10 Reel 
History of Britain. (R) 10.40 The 
Life of Birds. (R) 11.30 Refugees of 
the Lost Rainforest. 12.00 The 
Great British Bake Off Christmas 
Masterclass. (R) 1.00 Live 
Snooker: UK Championship. 
Coverage of the first round at the 
Barbican Centre in York. 4.30 Live 
International Rugby Union. Wales v 
Australia (Kick-off 5.00pm). 

7.00 Jonathan Davies - 

Trimsaran Boy. Profile of 
former rugby player 
Jonathan Davies. 

8.00 Dad’s Army. Captain 

Mainwaring organises a 
dance in an attempt to boost 
platoon morale, but Pike 
interrupts proceedings to 
make an important 
announcement regarding his 
girlfriend Violet. (R) 

8.30 The Secret Life of Mary 
Poppins: A Culture Show 
Special. Victoria Coren 
Mitchell explores the life of 
author PL Travers, whose 
books the film Mary Poppins 
was based on. 

9.30 Ql XL. Extended edition. 
Janet Street-Porter, Sandi 
Toksvig and Johnny Vegas 
join regular panellist Alan 
Davies as host Stephen Fry 
asks a range of unusual 
questions on the topic of 
kinky. 

10.15 Film: Carnage. (2011) 
Premiere. Black comedy, 
with Jodie Foster, Kate 
Winslet, Christoph Walz and 
John C Reilly. 

11.35Snooker: UK Championship. 

Action from the opening 
round at the Barbican Centre 
in York. 

12.25 Snooker: UK Championship 
Extra. 2.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Babar and the 
Adventures of Badou. 6.10 Matt 
Hatter Chronicles. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 7.10 
Canimals. (R) 7.15 Text Santa: Help 
with Hattitude. (R) 7.25 Sooty. 

7.35 Horrid Henry. (R) 7.45 Text 
Santa: Help with Hattitude. (R) 7.50 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 8.15 
Bottom Knocker Street. 8.30 
Munch Box. 9.25 The Home of 
Fabulous Cakes. (R) 10.25 Murder, 
She Wrote. (R) 11.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.30 Surprise Surprise. 
(R) 12.35 Film: Holiday On the 
Buses. (1973) 2.15 Doc Martin. (R) 

3.15 Film: Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone. (2001) 

6.05 Regional Programme; 

Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! 

Featuring babysitting tips 
from a cross-dressing father. 
7.00 The Chase: Celebrity 

Special. With Eric Bristow, 
Sammy Winward, Nadine 
Dorries and Ed Byrne. 

8.00 The X Factor. With places in 
next week’s semi-final at 
stake, the pressure has never 
been higher as the acts each 
perform two songs - one of 
them chosen by the public. 
Dermot O’Leary hosts. 

9.45 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out 
of Here! The latest 
eliminated contestant talks to 
Ant and Dec about their time 
in the camp, and the Geordie 
duo present the usual round¬ 
up of highlights from the 
past 24 hours. 

10.50The Jonathan Ross Show. 

Celebrity interviews. 

11.50 ITV News; Weather.12.05 

Take Me Out. (R) 1.10 
Jackpot247. 3.00 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show USA. (R) 

3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 FIA GT Series. 7.05 Volleyball. 
(R) 8.00 The Morning Line. 9.00 
The American Football Show. 10.05 
Frasier. (R) 10.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 11.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.00 The Simpsons. 
(R) 12.30 Heston’s Gothic Horror 
Feast. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 
4.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.30 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.00 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 5.35 Come Dine 
with Me. Becky Tyler hosts the 
fourth dinner party from Bath. (R) 
6.05 Come Dine with Me. 

Frenchman Denis Verrier 
hosts the final dinner party in 
Bath. (R) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.05 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD. 

Coulson and his team are 
haunted by a mysterious 
force that threatens to 
destroy them all, and only a 
secret from May’s past can 
save them. (R) 

8.00 The Lakes: Walking 
Through History. Tony 
Robinson walks 50 miles 
from Penrith to Ambleside 
and on to the Irish Sea at 
Ravenglass, exploring how 
the Romans conquered the 
Lake District. 

9.00 Charlie Brooker’s How 

Videogames Changed the 
World. The broadcaster 
delves into the history of the 
games industry and 
celebrates some of its most 
significant titles, joined by 
Jonathan Ross, Dara O Briain 
and leading designers. 

11.05 Indie Game: The Movie. 
Following the development 
of three independent video 
games. 

1.10 Stand Upforthe Week. (R) 
1.55 Fresh Meat. (R) 2.40 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.45 90210. 5.25 
Countdown. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Power 
Rangers: Megaforce. 10.35 
Slugterra. 11.00 Inside Hollywood. 

11.10 Ben Fogle’s Animal Clinic. 

(R) 12.10 Film: Trading Christmas. 
(2011) Romantic comedy, starring 
Faith Ford and Gil Bellows. 1.55 
Film: Christmas Mail. (2010) 
Premiere. Festive romantic 
comedy, starring Ashley Scott and 
AJ Buckley. 3.45 Film: The 
Christmas Gift. (2009) Festive 
drama, starring Dean Cain. 5.40 
Film: Meet the Santas. (2005) 
Fantasy comedy sequel, with Steve 
Guttenberg. 

7.20 Film: A Carol Christmas. 

(2003) A TV talk-show host 
gets a shock when three 
spirits each pay her a visit to 
teach her a valuable lesson. 
Festive comedy drama, with 
Tori Spelling, Dinah Manoff 
and Michael Landes. Edited 
for language. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 The Bible. New series. 

Drama based on the major 
events of the holy scriptures, 
beginning with Noah telling 
his children how the world 
was created. Starring David 
Rintoul. 

10.55 Film: Heartbreak Ridge. 

(1986) A hellraising US 
Marine is assigned to whip a 
squad of recruits into shape 
for the invasion of Grenada. 
Action adventure, directed by 
and starring Clint Eastwood. 
With Marsha Mason. 

1.25 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.05 Goering’s Last 
Secret: Revealed. (R) 4.00 Wildlife 
SOS. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 4.50 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 5.00 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.10 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 5.20 Angels of Jarm. 
(R) 5.25 The Funky Valley Show. 

(R) 5.40 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 
5.50 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great TV Mistakes 7.10 Doctor 
Who 8.00 Top Gear 9.00 Film: 

Bruce Almighty (2003) 10.35 
Russell Howard’s Good News 11.05 
Family Guy 
BBC Four 

7.00 Frozen Planet 8.00 Edward 
VII: Prince of Pleasure 9.00 Borgen 
11.00 Queens of British Pop 

ITV2 

3.30 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! 5.00 Film: Mr Magorium’s 
Wonder Emporium (2007) 6.55 
Film: Apollo 13 (1995)9.45 The 
Xtra Factor 10.50 I’m a Celebrity 
Get Me Out of Here Now! 11.50 
Fake Reaction 

ITV3 

2.40 Film: The Likely Lads (1976) 

4.30 Film: Columbo: Lovely but 
Lethal (1973) 6.00 A Touch of Frost 
8.00 Foyle’s War 10.00 Bomb Girls 
11.00 Film: Interview with the 
Vampire (1994) 

ITV4 

12.45 Live Darts. The Players 
Championship. 5.00 GT Academy 
6.00 I Want That Car. Featuring a 
Jaguar XF and a BMW 3-Series. 

7.00 Live Darts. The Players 
Championship. 11.30 Film: 8 Mile 
( 2002 ) 

E4 

3.00 Made in Chelsea 4.05 Rules of 
Engagement 5.05 How I Met Your 
Mother 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
7.00 How I Met Your Mother 7.30 
Suburgatory 8.00 New Girl 9.00 
Film: The Twilight Saga: New Moon 
(2009) 11.35 The Inbetweeners 
Fiim4 

2.40 17 Again (2009) 4.35 Planet of 
the Apes (1968) 6.45 Marley and 
Me (2008) Comedy drama, starring 
Owen Wilson and Jennifer Aniston. 
9.00 Babylon AD (2008) Sci-fi 
adventure, starring Vin Diesel. 

10.45 Kick-Ass (2010) 


Quality Riser Recliners & Adjustable Beds 





BUYONlG^ONElREEr 

Westminster 

?Y Recliners 


Call us now for a free home trial 
or our full colour brochure 


0800 020 9330 WM 


* Mayfair and Queen Anne models only. + If you find the s; 


>r similar product at a lower price, Westminster Recliners will match it. 



•oti SUNDAY BUFFET FROM 5 PM 

£8.95 PER PERSON 

O x 20 DISHES TO CHOOSE FROM (EAT IN ONLY) 


Loyal customers of Bangla Lounge 
in Halesowen will be delighted to 
hear that we are now open. 


CHRISTMAS PARTIES 


1 ' 5 % 


Private dining for 10-40 peopl 


e 


v 




ON TAKEWAYS 


FREE HOME DELIVERY* 

(WITHIN A 3 MILE RADIUS) 

BOOK ON-LINE: info@banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk 

Mr Bari and all the staff are looking forward to welcoming old friends and meet new ones down at Bangla' Lounge, 


67-69 HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B63 3BQ 
info@banglaloungrhalesowen.co.uk TEL: 0121 585 7020 / 501 3816 
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What’s On! 

SUNDAY’S TV 1.12.13 Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Tony Robinson 


1066: The Lost 
Battlefield - A Time 
Team Special 
Channel 4, 8pm 

This one-off focuses on 
where the Battle of 
Hastings was fought in 
1066. The title of the 
conflict should give 
archaeologists a major 
clue, but apparently no 
evidence for it has ever 
been found - so have they 
been barking up the wrong 
tree all these years? Tony 
Robinson looks on as a dig 
once again comes up with 
nothing - but cutting edge 
aerial technology could 
hold the key to unlocking 
secrets a thousand years 
old, including why Harold 
lost, and William became a 
conqueror. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.40 Match of the 
Day. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 Fern Britton Meets 
Susan Boyle. 11.00 Sunday 
Politics. 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 


BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
EastEnders. 3.10 Nigel Slater’s 
Dish of the Day. 3.30 Bargain Hunt. 



o. la ouiiys ui riaise. uaviu uram. 

joins the festive preparations on the 
Isle of Man. 5.50 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 


6.20 Countryfile. Testing out the 
Peak District leg of next 
year’s Tour de France. 

7.20 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and 
Claudia Winkleman reveal 
which couples are in the 
dance-off, leaving their fates 
in the hands of the judges, 
and Alfie Boe performs a 
song from Les Miserables. 

8.00 The Paradise. Katherine 
learns the truth about her 
marriage, an indecent 
proposal leaves Clara 
questioning who she really is 
and Denise’s suspicions 
about Moray and Katherine 
are confirmed. 

9.00 Britain and the Sea. David 
Dimbleby follows the trade 
routes of the west coast of 
Scotland, sailing down a 
waterway designed by East 
Lothian engineer John 
Rennie and boarding a Clyde 
puffer. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day 2. 

Including highlights of 
Tottenham Hotspur v 
Manchester United. 

11.45 The Sky at Night. The team 
hunts for Comet Ison. 

12.05 Weatherview. 12.10 BBC 

News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 7.05 Film: 
Battle Cry. (1955) 9.30 Life in a 
Cottage Garden with Carol Klein. 

(R) 10.00 Life in a Cottage Garden 
with Carol Klein. (R) 10.30 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 12.00 
Paul Hollywood’s Pies & Puds. (R) 

12.45 Paul Hollywood’s Pies & 
Puds. (R) 1.30 Live Snooker: UK 
Championship. The second round 
continues. 5.30 Inspire: The 
Olympic Journey. (R) 

6.00 Flog It! The team meets 
people keen to sell their 
antiques at auction in 
Weston-super-Mare, and 
Paul Martin learns about the 
town’s history. (R) 

7.00 Cuba with Simon Reeve. 

How economic liberalisation 
has affected Cubans and 
their society. (R) 

8.00 Great Continental Railway 
Journeys. Michael Portillo 
travels from Bordeaux to 
Bilbao. Last in the series. 
9.00 Morecambe and Wise: The 
Whole Story. Part two of 
two. A look at how Eric and 
Ernie bounced back from the 
failure of their first TV series 
to become the nation’s most 
popular entertainers. Dean 
Lennox Kelly narrates. 
10.30Hebburn. Joe and Dot take 
advantage of the extra 
freedom when Pauline goes 
away. (R) 

11.00 Never Mind the Buzzcocks. 

Warwick Davis hosts, with 
Tom Fletcher, Emma Willis, 
Alfie Boe and Chris Ramsey. 
(R) 

11.30Snooker: UK Championship. 

Highlights from the Barbican 
Centre in York. 

12.20 Snooker: UK Championship 
Extra. 2.20 Sign Zone: Countryfile. 
(R) 3.15 Holby City. (R) 4.15 This 
Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Babar and the 
Adventures of Badou. 6.10 Matt 
Hatter Chronicles. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Canimals. (R) 7.10 Canimals. (R) 

7.15 Text Santa: Help with 
Hattitude. (R) 7.25 Sooty. 7.35 
Horrid Henry. (R) 7.45 Text Santa: 
Help with Hattitude. (R) 7.50 
Victorious. 8.15 Bottom Knocker 
Street. 8.30 Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Storage Hoarders. (R) 10.30 
Sunday Side Up. 11.30 Sunday 
Scoop. 12.30 ITV News; Weather. 

12.35 Countrywise. (R) 12.55 
Inside the National Trust. 1.55 Love 
Your Garden. (R) 2.55 The X Factor. 
(R) 4.40 All Star Mr & Mrs. (R) 

5.40 Prize Island. Game show, 
hosted by Alexander Armstrong 
and Emma Willis. Last in the series. 

6.35 Regional Programme; 
Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Surprise Surprise. Cilia 

Black and Rod Stewart take 
part. Last in the series. 

8.00 The X Factor Results. 

Featuring performances by 
James Arthur and Rebecca 
Ferguson. 

9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out 
of Here! The campers battle 
hunger, the jungle and each 
other as their third week 
continues, but the experience 
is over for one of them with 
Ant and Dec announcing 
another elimination. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Off Their Rockers. An OAP 
attempts escapology for the 
first time. (R) 

11.15 Premiership Rugby Union. 

Highlights of the weekend’s 
top-flight fixtures. 

12.15 The Store. 2.15 Motorsport 
UK. 3.05 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.10 The American Football Show. 
(R) 7.05 FIA GT Series. 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 

9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.55 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 1.25 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 1.55 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.25 The Simpsons. 
(R) 2.55 Gadget Man. (R) 3.25 
Film: Monster-in-Law. (2005) 5.25 
Film: Sister Act. (1992) Comedy, 
starring Whoopi Goldberg. 

7.25 Channel 4 News. 

7.55 The Political Slot. 

8.00 1066: The Lost Battlefield- 
A Time Team Special. Tony 
Robinson and the team 
embark on excavations at 
Battle Abbey and nearby 
Caldbec Hill in an attempt to 
uncover the true location of 
the Battle of Hastings. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie reunites 
with Brody, but the 
circumstances are more 
difficult than either of them 
could have imagined. 
Meanwhile, Saul receives 
good news from an unlikely 
source. 

10.00 Rock Night: 50 Years of 

Rock Excess - Amps, Whips 
and Rebel Riffs. The history 
of the enduring music genre, 
telling the story of how the 
giant bands of the 1970s 
changed rock for ever. 

11.10 Rock Night: Queens of the 
Stone Age - iTunes Festival 
Special. The rock group 
perform at the Roundhouse 
in London. 

12.05 Rock Night: Queen - Live at 
Wembley. A performance from 
1986. (R) 1.10 American Football 
Live. Washington Redskins v New 
York Giants (Kick-off 1 ,30am). 4.50 
KOTV Boxing Weekly. (R) 5.20 
Hugh’s 3 Good Things: Best Bites. 
(R) 5.25 Countdown. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bubble 
Guppies. (R) 6.35 The Mr Men 
Show. (R) 6.50 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 
7.00 Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 

7.10 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.25 
Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 Mio 
Mao. (R) 7.45 City of Friends. (R) 
7.55 Little Princess. (R) 8.05 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 8.10 The 
Adventures of Bottle Top Bill and 
His Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.30 
Angelina Ballerina. (R) 8.45 Rupert 
Bear. (R) 9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.15 Jelly Jamm. (R) 
9.30 LazyTown. 10.00 The Mr Men 
Show. (R) 10.15 Power Rangers: 
Super Samurai. (R) 10.50 
Slugterra. 11.15 Jungle Babies: 
Tarsier Tails. (R) 11.45 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 12.45 Film: I’ll Be 
Home for Christmas. (1998) 2.30 
Film: Snow Dogs. (2002) 4.20 
Film: Happy Feet. (2006) 

6.20 5 News Weekend. 

6.25 Film: Spider-Man 3. (2007) 
Superhero sequel, with 
Tobey Maguire and Kirsten 
Dunst. 

9.00 Film: Warrior. (2011) 
Premiere. Two estranged 
brothers enter a mixed 
martial arts tournament, 
which gradually brings them 
into conflict with each other. 
Drama, with Joel Edgerton. 
11.45Treblinka: Inside Hitler’s 
Secret Death Camp. British 
archaeologists excavate the 
site of the concentration 
camp. (R) 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.05 The 
Gadget Show. (R) 4.00 Wildlife 
SOS. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 4.50 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 5.00 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.10 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 5.20 Angels of Jarm. 
(R) 5.25 The Funky Valley Show. 

(R) 5.40 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 
5.50 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes IV: May 
the Fourth Be with You 8.00 Top 
Gear 9.00 Jack Whitehall Live 
10.00 Family Guy 10.25 The 
Revolution Will Be Televised 10.55 
Family Guy 11.20 American Dad! 

11.45 American Dad! 

BBC Four 

7.00 Rick Stein Tastes the Blues 
8.00 Danny Boy: The Ballad That 
Bewitched the World 9.00 The Man 
Who Brought the Blues to Britain: 
Big Bill Broonzy 10.00 Film: Of 
Gods and Men (2010) 11.55 Blues 
America 
ITV2 

3.40 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! 4.45 Film: The Little Vampire 
(2000) 6.45 Film: Small Soldiers 
(1998) 9.00 The Xtra Factor 10.00 
You’ve Been Framed! 10.30 I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here Now! 
11.35 Film: State of Play (2009) 
ITV3 

2.30 A Touch of Frost 4.30 
Inspector Morse 6.45 Agatha 
Christie’s Poirot 9.00 Lewis. A 
college reunion takes a tragic turn 
when a guest is found murdered. 
11.00 Blue Murder 
ITV4 

12.45 Live Darts. 5.00 Police, 
Camera, Action! 5.30 Storage Wars 
6.00 Duck Dynasty 7.00 Live Darts. 
11.00 The Power of Darts 

E4 

4.00 How I Met Your Mother 6.00 
Rules of Engagement 6.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 8.00 Film: My Super 
Ex-Girlfriend (2006) 10.00 Rude 
Tube: Extreme Rides 11.00 The 
Inbetweeners 11.40 Drifters 
Film4 

3.05 The Last Mimzy (2007) 4.55 
Gallipoli (1981) 7.05 The Death and 
Life of Charlie St Cloud (2010) 9.00 
Knight and Day (2010) 11.10 Crazy 
Heart (2009) 


Quality Riser Recliners & Adjustable Beds 




BUY ONE; GET ONE FREE!’ 

Call us now for a free home trial AOA OOOA ^ 1 ^ support 

or our full colour brochure OoOO 020 9330 ^ SSry 

* Mayfair and Queen Anne models only. + If you find the same or similar product at a lower price, Westminster Recliners will match it. 


Westminster 

Recliners 






Fully air conditioned, fully licensed, 
serving over 25 years at the heart of 
Halesowen and Quinton 
The finest cuisine, freshly prepared with 
90% fat free, a dish to satisfy all tastes 
Newly Refurbished 

Sunday- Thursday 

4-Course Meal 
£7.95 


FREE Home Delivery (2 mile Radius) 


Now taking festive party bookings 

Bring your own wine & beer only 
★★★ 3 Star - Environmental Health Officers Certificate 

14-15 Halesowen Road, Halesowen 
www.dilshadinternational.co.uk 
Tel: 0121 421 6549 or 421 5217 . 


"fi-Zee Fix* 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 


Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 

❖ 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

♦♦♦ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 
♦♦♦ Document L Compliant 
Shoot Bolt Locking 
♦♦♦ Sight Line Glazing 

❖ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 





Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 



AL T, WORK GUARANTEED 

PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 


CAR BOOT SALES 


BUYERS FREE 

i tfud i fh & krimi bnnii wnbUi 
WB 0C p~ rn uk* CI ? 00 b« t'cd'n 

ol bl'd ikiNing u«alab«. C«nt*tt 4*9561 
Opat fron 7 CCtan wary Sohrdsy jr*il 21# Docarrfcat 


f * ItltUAK 

iRAlXK 


sVwi! VSdkjfO ScAiti M, Spring Grov*. DYI2 Ilf 

W 0*200 402114 wt.rnmip. 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250 
go to: www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

"** ^ *T&C’s apply 

^ FreeAds 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices 


MONDAY 

Training Day, ITV, 11.10pm 

A cop embarks on his first day in narcotics, partnering a 
seasoned officer whose willingness to flout the rules 
forces him to question everything he has learnt. As they 
resort to extreme measures to crack a case, the rookie 
is left battling his conscience in a dangerous situation. 
Thriller, starring Denzel Washington, Ethan Hawke, 

Scott Glenn and Tom Berenger. (2001) 

TUESDAY 

The American President, ITV, 11.35pm 

The US president embarks on a relationship with an 
environmental lobbyist - but his delighted opponents 
jump at the chance to drag the pair through the gutter 
press, putting their romance and his career in jeopardy. 
Rob Reiner’s political comedy, starring Michael 
Douglas, Annette Bening, Martin Sheen, Richard 
Dreyfuss and Michael J Fox. Written by Aaron Sorkin, 
who would later return to the White House as creator of 
The West Wing. (1995) 



WEDNESDAY 
Snatch, Channel 5,10pm 

An unlicensed boxing promoter and his dim-witted 
sidekick convince an Irish gypsy to step in for their 
injured fighter, but find themselves drawn into a match¬ 
fixing racket. Meanwhile, the loot from a diamond heist 
goes missing, leading to a bloody conflict between 
Russian gangsters and a Jewish mob. Guy Ritchie’s 
comedy drama, with Jason Statham, Brad Pitt, Benicio 
Del Toro, Mike Reid, Jason Flemyng, Alan Ford and 
Vinnie Jones. (2000) 

THURSDAY 

Three Wise Women, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A successful doctor is preparing to get married, but 
does not realise she is settling for the wrong man. At 
Christmas, she receives a visit from her guardian angel, 
who tries to stop her making a terrible mistake - with 
the aid of the medic’s younger selves. Fantasy, starring 
Amy Huberman and Fionnula Flanagan. (2010) 

FRIDAY 

The Grudge 2, ITV, 11.10pm 

After barely surviving a fire that burned a cursed Tokyo 
house to the ground, Karen Davis is recovering in 
hospital. Karen’s sister Aubrey travels to Japan to bring 
her home, but her investigation into the suspicious 
events leading up to her sibling’s injury sets Aubrey on 
a frantic mission to prevent menacing supernatural 
beings from reaching the US. Horror sequel, with Amber 
Tamblyn, Sarah Michelle Gellar, Edison Chen and 
Arielle Kebbel. (2006) 


Pick of the Week 


Robbie swings back 
into the nation's hearts 
M! 


I any Robbie Williams fans have 
their favourite standout gig, 
whether it’s his 2001 Royal 
Albert Hall show, in which he belted 
out classic Swing When You’re 
Winning tracks, or the 2003 
Knebworth show, captured on the 
DVD What We Did Last Summer. 

Obviously there’s been a lot of water 
under the bridge since then, with his 
contribution to Take That’s superb 
Progress tour, and his more recent 
solo work. 

For many, his take on Frank Sinatra, 
Dean Martin and Sammy Davis Jr’s 
classics was a career highlight 12 
years ago, and on November 8 there 
was a sense that things had come full 
circle. 

Of course not everyone was able to 
get to the London Palladium to 
witness his latest evening of swing 
music, so Robbie Williams One Night 
at the Palladium is a chance to see 
what you missed. 

Performing tracks from new album 
Swings Both Ways, he is joined by 
special guests Lily Allen and Rufus 
Wainwright and Muppets Kermit the 
Frog and Miss Piggy. 


“Moi is always thrilled to perform at 
the Palladium, no matter who I have to 
share the stage with,” remarked the 
porcine superstar. “But being up there 
with moi’s dear friend Robbie Williams 
and Kermie will make this night even 
more spectacular!” 

Well, quite. 

Williams has suffered many highs 
and lows since he last belted out a 
load of swing classics for a paying 
audience. 

In 2002, his mammoth £80million 
contract with EMI was one of the 
biggest music deals in history. 

The album Escapology, co-penned 
with Guy Chambers, included a 
couple of crackers in Come Undone 
and Feel. Both peaked at number four 
in the UK charts, while the album itself 
was a huge hit worldwide, topping the 
charts in more than a dozen 
countries, including here. 

His 2005 album Intensive Care was 
also a global smash, but a year later 
many fans were disappointed with his 
follow-up, Rudebox. 

Despite impressive production from 
the likes of Mark Ronson and the Pet 


Shop Boys, it looked like Robbie pre¬ 
empted his fate and ‘came undone! 

By 2009 he scraped back some 
credibility with the album Reality Killed 
the Video Star, a project boosted by the 
work of super producer Trevor Horn. 

Admittedly the track Morning Sun 
struggled in the UK charts, but Bodies 
was much stronger, hitting number 2. 

In 2010, his long-awaited reunion 
with Take That saw Williams back on 
form, both on the album Progress, and 
their stunning tour, which left each of 
the five band members a reported 
£7million better off. 

Having healed a much-publicised rift 
with Gary Barlow, their duet Shame 
won over Take That fans, while 
Barlow-penned 2012 track Candy saw 
Robbie back at the top of the charts 
for the first time since 2004’s Radio. 

Now, with old mate Guy Chambers 
back on board as songwriter, it looks 
like the 39-year-old has bounced back 
from the brink once more. 

So, if this new century keeps 
bringing you down, settle back and 
enjoy as one of Blighty’s greatest 
showmen works his magic once more. 






Robbie Williams One Night at the Palladium, Friday, BBC1,8pm 


Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 

A Great British Christmas with Sarah Beeny 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Should Kirstie Allsopp be feeling worried? For the 
past couple of years, she’s normally cropped up on 
Channel 4 in December with her own festive 
special. But this year, she’s been gazumped by 
fellow property expert Sarah Beeny, who is getting 
in first with her own one-off Christmas documentary. 
Sarah, her artist husband Graham Swift and their 
four children are exploring how festive celebrations 
have changed over the past 200 years. They are 
particularly keen to discover how previous 
generations would have marked the season in their 
stately home, Rise Hall in East Yorkshire, which the 
clan have spent 10 years restoring. However, they’ll 
also be looking further afield for yuletide rituals, as 
they learn more about the historical context of 
everything from garlands to cards. 

Ripper Street 
BBC1,9pm 

Poor Drake. His work life is beset by violence and 
the sight of grisly deaths - and now it seems he 
won’t be getting much comfort in his home life. Since 
Ripper Street returned to our screens, Drake has 
been happily married to Bella - but a blast from her 
past is about to turn their world upside down. 
Meanwhile, Reid asks Jewish mathematician Isaac 
Bloom for help when it becomes clear that 
somebody is trying to upset the fragile peace 
among Whitechapel’s diverse communities by 
burning the local churches and synagogues to the 
ground. Reid has dealt with many weird occurrences 
during his police career, but what Bloom tells him 


about these attacks would shock even the most 
hard-bitten and hard-hearted detective... 

TUESDAY 

Pilgrimage with Simon Reeve 
BBC2, 9pm 

Having navigated the Equator and the Indian 
Ocean, surely it was time for Simon Reeve to 
explore somewhere closer to home. The affable 
presenter does just that in his new series, which 
sees him retracing the adventures of our ancestors. 
The series commences with Reeve embarking on 
a 500-mile journey from Lindisfarne to Canterbury. 
From there, he travels to Lincoln and London, 
where he joins up with Chaucer fans for the last 
leg, made famous by the Canterbury Tales. 

Along the way, Reeve uncovers the real reason 
that many medieval peasants undertook 
pilgrimages: it was an excuse to leave their 
working lives behind and see the country - 
something most of us can appreciate today. 

WEDNESDAY 
28 Up South Africa 
ITV, 10.35pm 

Over the years - and there have 
been quite a few of them - the Up 
series has made for sensational 
viewing and been massively 
influential. Ever since 1964, the 
documentary, originally a social 
study, has returned every seven 
years to focus on a varied group of 
people. It has been a huge hit 
with audiences. Tonight, we’re 


updated on the personal journeys of a group of 
young people born in South Africa during the 
apartheid era. The country in the meantime has 
become fully integrated, and those same children 
are now 28. We’re about to hear how new 
opportunities have opened up for them as they’ve 
journeyed through their 20s, and how they now 
lead very different lives. Among them, Lizette says 
her coal-mining town is the worst place on Earth, 
while Olwethu discusses her marriage, and Willem 
talks sport now that he’s a rugby union 
international for the Springboks. 

THURSDAY 
Keeping Britain Safe 24/7 
BBC1, 8.30pm 

Most of us go through life without giving 
much of a second thought to what 
barriers stand between us and 
catastrophe at any given moment. This 
documentary pays tribute to 
the unsung individuals 
who keep those barriers 
in place, through their 
tireless work - be they 
the firefighters kept 
busy on Bonfire Night 
or the midwives 
dealing with an 
autumnal baby boom. 
Julia Bradbury and 
Matt Allwright are the 
presenters championing 
their causes, and they also 
iurn the spotlight 


on railway workers that keep the country moving in 
the face of those dreaded leaves on the line. 

FRIDAY 

Wild Burma: Nature’s Lost Kingdom 
BBC2, 9pm 

It’s safe to say, we’re a little bit jealous of wildlife 
filmmakers Gordon Buchanan and Justine Evans, 
who are currently enjoying exploring deep into the 
little-known jungle wilderness of Burma. Still, it 
might not be quite the same thing, but at least we 
get to follow them every step of the way with this 
series. In the second instalment, Gordon and 
Justine make their way into the mountains of 
western Burma in search of the sun bear, the 
Asian golden cat and the clouded leopard. 
Meanwhile, zoologist Ross Piper and his team 
continue their mission to form a wildlife survey in 
the hope that they’ll eventually present it to the 
government of Burma, and undercover filming in a 
border town leads them to a shocking discovery. 

Live at the Apollo 
BBC1,9.30pm 

It’s not like 8 Out of 10 Cats star Sean Lock struggles 
as a comedian, but if the punchlines ever did dry up 
he could have a career as an impressionist - at least 
he does if this edition of the stand-up show is 
anything to go by, which sees him adopt an eerily 
convincing Bruce Forsythe and a suitably over-the-top 
Bruno Tonioli. That’s before showing off his compering 
skills by introducing sets by grumpy stand-up 
Romesh Ranganathan and actor and funnyman 
Marcus Brigstocke (who proves he actually has a 
pretty good Columbo up his sleeve). 
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Puzzler 


Brain Gym 


No.249 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


M 

2 

G 

3 

V 

4 

Y 

5 

H 

6 

J 

7 

w 

8 

c 

-1 

10 

B 

ii 

K 

12 

E 

13 

A 

14 

T 

15 

1 

16 

X 

17 

U 

18 

z 

19 

Q 

20 

o 

21 

s 

22 

P 

23 

R 

24 

N 

25 

D 

26 

F 



Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Natural tendency 
for the allocation of 
one’s property (11) 
9. This makes revolu¬ 
tionary processes 
easier (3) 

10. Hurried back to re¬ 
strict food supplies 
- that’s the story (9) 

11. To cause aversion, 
make somebody 
retire (5) 

13. Disguised Belgian 
often seen in Cal¬ 
cutta (7) 

14. Scandinavian arti¬ 
cle served in a dish 
( 6 ) 

16. From the prognos¬ 
ticator a clearly 
divine revelation (6) 

18. Go in search of 
strong drink, we 
hear - it provides 
vegetable food (3- 
4) 

19. The settlement will 
be to his advantage 
(5) 

20. To bring in a 
busy worker is 
of considerable 
consequence(9) 

21. Meadow showing 
endless foliage (3) 

22. He puts the desti¬ 
nation on the top 
covers (4-7) 


Down 

2&15Dn. Describing 
the show with badly 
cast leading actors? 
(3-7) 

3. A list of jurors from 
Nepal (5) 

4. The writer needs a 
bed in the south¬ 
east (6) 

5. Coach gives the ter¬ 
rain a different look 
( 7 ) 

6. Few will be involved 
in this kind of gov¬ 
ernment (9) 

7. This couldn’t be 
expected from an 
enemy vessel! (11) 

8. Opposed to a state 
set-up - make it a 
free land! (4-7) 

12. Ananas - a conifer 
bearing fruit (9) 

15. See 2 Down 

17. Make good rep¬ 
resentative with a 
distinctive bearing 
( 6 ) 

19. Crowns that are mo- 
nastically unlocked? 
(5) 

21. Falsely state the 
position of the golf- 
ball (3) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Explorers (11) 

9. Favourite (3) 

10. Respectable (9) 

11. Disagreeable (5) 

13. Determine (7) 

14. Carry to excess (6) 

16. Have ambitions (6) 

18. Performer (7) 

19. Ate dinner (5) 

20. Amuse (9) 

21. Study (3) 

22. Unceremonious (4,3,4) 


Down 

2. Suitable (3) 

3. Robust (5) 

4. Divulge (6) 

5. Hates (7) 

6. Uprising (9) 

7. Dogmatic (11) 

8. Eternal (5-6) 

12. Watcher (9) 

15. Merit (7) 

17. Keep (6) 

19. Dullard (5) 

21. Type of lettuce (3) 


Sudoku 



6 




5 



7 



2 

8 

3 

6 


9 


8 


1 


2 



5 


1 






3 



4 



2 


3 


1 

9 



5 






8 


3 

9 


8 


2 


4 




5 

7 

9 


3 


6 






9 




Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Flag; 3 Priority; 9 Epigram; 
10 Theta; 11 Boiled sweets; 13 Touchy; 15 
Salami; 17 Point-to-point; 20 Drive; 21 Article; 22 
Linesmen; 23 Ores. Down: 1 Fleabite; 2 Alibi; 

4 Remiss; 5 On the warpath; 6 Inertia; 7 Year; 8 
Freethinkers; 12 Listless; 14 Utopian; 16 Strafe; 
18 Incur; 19 Idol. QUICK - Across: 1 Go by; 3 
Prodigal; 9 Dismiss; 10 Surge; 11 Posthumously; 

13 Endear; 15 Escape; 17 Contemptible; 20 
Ocean; 21 Drought; 22 Steadier; 23 Stay. Down: 
1 Godspeed; 2 Basis; 4 Resume; 5 Disquisition; 

6 Gorilla; 7 Lees; 8 Disheartened; 12 Recently; 

14 Diocese; 16 Smudge; 18 Bight; 19 Toss. 


The best cleaners you have ever 
tried, or your money back! 

Put them to the test Australia r s number 

www.ozkleen.co.uk one cleaners 




14 Hagley Road, Halesowen (town centre) 

0121 5509800 

DOMESTICS 


of Halesowen 


Why buy secondhand or 
pay large repair costs 
when you can buy new 
at realistic prices 


SALES • SPARES • REPAIRS 



Fridge Freezers 
From £149 


Washing 

Machines 

From £119 


Dishwashers 
From £199 

(For Illustration Purposes Only) 


• Larders From £89 

• Freezers From £99 

• Large Selection of 

Vacuums From £39 

Open Monday - Thursday 8 am - 4.30 pm. Friday - Saturday 9 am - 4 pm 


• Cookers From 

• Dryers From 

• Spinners From 


£139 

£99 

£99 


We also repair • Washers • Cookers • Refrigeration 

All Items Carry A 12 Month Full Guarantee 
Plus More Electrical Goods In Stock 



star in extraTRAVEL 

See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Brought to you by the Express & Star 
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^Property 


Generously proportioned 
four-bedroomed house 


ON A prominent corner position, this 
substantial detached family home in 
Burton Road, Upper Gornal, Dudley 
has versatile accommodation 
including four bedrooms and a pos¬ 
sible business premises. 

It is for sale through Skitts Estate 
Agents priced £179,950. 

One mile from Sedgley centre, it has 
been recently improved and is well 


maintained having gas central 
heating and double glazing, it has an 
entrance hall, sitting room, lounge, 
spacious bathroom, inner hall, lower 
level kitchen, dining area and utility. 

There are also four first floor bed¬ 
rooms, a spacious briquette driveway 
area with plenty of space for parking 
vehicles including a boat/caravan and 
a lawned area to the rear. 


The sitting room has floor tiling as 
does the lounge which also has feature 
fireplace. 

The kitchen, dining area and utility 
all have ceramic tiled flooring and bed¬ 
rooms one and four have built in 
wardrobes with mirror fronted doors. 

For further information contact 
Skitts Estate Agents on 01902 596104 
or visit www.skitts.net 



Rural semi with views of 
surrounding countryside 


NUMBER 7 Morfe Hall 
Lane, Enville, near Stour¬ 
bridge, is a wonderful four- 
bedroomed home with 
stunning countryside views 
and a detached studio. 

Well placed for commut¬ 
ing and ideal for lovers of the 
outdoors with the Enville 
Golf Club and walks nearby, 
it is for sale through The 


Lee, Shaw Partnership 
priced at £289,500. 

It has a reception hall, 
lounge, dining kitchen, 
shower room, four first floor 
bedrooms and a rest room 
with a WC and vanity wash¬ 
basin, gravel driveway, 
garden plus the studio in the 
garden. 

The reception hall has a 


large store room and the 
lounge has a brick recessed 
fireplace with soft close 
cream units in the kitchen, 
solid oak worktops, a Belfast 
sink, range-style oven, 
microwave and wine cooler. 

The seating area has 
French doors to the rear 
garden giving stunning 
views and the shower room 


is stylish having a large 
cubicle and ladder radiator. 

Upstairs, bedroom one 
has wardrobes and bedroom 
three has an integrated high 
bed base with storage below. 

For further information 
contact The Lee, Shaw Part¬ 
nership on 01384 396066 or 
visit the website at 
www.leeshaw.com 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



ROMSLEY, Waverley Crescent£850 pcm+Fees 

Exceptionally presented & extended 3 bedroom home in a quiet cul- 
de-sac in the popular village of Romsley. Large Living Room with 
elegant fire surround featuring a real working fire. Modern fitted 
kitchen with integral appliances, dining room, study/bedroom 4.3 
good size bedrooms, family bathroom with shower over 'P' shaped 
' 'i Privatmaijartej^n^arkiric^onj^^^ai^PC^" 


HALESOWEN, Waxland Road£675 pcm+Fees 

Located in the centre of Halesowen, is this lovely unfurnished 
semi detached house, comprising of: gas central heating, 
living/dining room, fitted kitchen, 3 bedrooms, house 
bathroom with shower, further separate wc, front & rear 
gardens, garage and driveway parking, within walking 
distanc^o^talesowei^owi^enti^^PC^^ 



HALESOWEN, Lydate Road£650 pcm+Fees 

Located in the popular area of Howley Grange, this semi¬ 
detached house is ideal for Howley Grange Primary School, 
briefly featuring 3 bedrooms, small kitchen, separate utility 
area, 2 reception rooms, shower room, double glazing, gas 
central heating, driveway and garage, small rear garden. 
EPC: C 



HALESOWEN, Linton Close£595 pcm+Fees 

Newly refurbished 3 bedroom semi detached house in a quiet 
cul-de-sac position close to shops & major bus route having 
lounge, fitted kitchen, downstairs w.c, 3 good sized bedrooms 
and bathroom with shower. Gas central heating, garage and 
rear garden. A lovely family home. Available late Dec/early 
Jan 2014. 


STOURBRIDGE, Kingsway £595 pcm+Fees 

Enjoying a position within this popular address, this notably 
well arranged 3 bedroom semi detached family home 
features: 2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen, 3 good sized 
bedrooms, bathroom with corner bath and separate shower, 
gas central heating, garage and driveway. Available mid 


HALESOWEN, Peckingham Street£575 pcm+Fees 
Wonderfully refurbished and in the centre of Halesowen. 
We have 2 apartments available and both feature light and 
airy lounges with large bay windows, 2 double bedrooms, 
modern kitchen with cooker, 1 bathroom, 1 shower room and 
a utility room. A must see property to appreciate the spacious 
accommodatior^EPCLTBC^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Wiltshire Drive£575 pcm+Fees 

Located on the Homer Hill Estate. A well presented semi¬ 
detached home briefly featuring 3 bedrooms with fitted 
wardrobes, spacious lounge, dining room, family bathroom 
with shower, double glazing, gas central heating, front and 
rear gardens, unfurnished. EPC: D 


HALESOWEN, Brett Young Close£575 pcm+Fees 
Beautifully presented and in the centre of Halesowen. This 
lovely apartment is on the ground floor and features 2 double 
bedrooms, master bedroom with en-suite, house bathroom, 
large open plan lounge/kitchen with integrated appliances, 1 
allocate^arkin^gac^vailabl^1^2^^PC^^ M 


ROWLEY REGIS, Church Walk£575 pcm+Fees 
Newly refubished to a high standard. This 3 bedroom end 
terraced house with off road parking for 1 vehicle offers 
through lounge, fitted kitchen with breakfast bar, 3 good 
sized bedrooms, bathroom with shower, gas central heating. 
Availab|^mmediatle^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 



HALESOWEN, Bloomfield Street North£560 pcm+Fees 
A Superbly well presented and refurbished 2 bedroom 
terraced property in this very popular area. Having lounge, 
refitted kitchen, downstairs bathroom, rear court yard, two 
double bedrooms, gas central heating. Must be viewed. EPC: 


OLDSWINFORD Hall Street £550 pcm+Fees 

A quaint mid-terraced house, close to local shops and 
transport links, comprising of 1 double bedroom, 1 single 
bedroom, fitted kitchen with white goods, downstairs 
bathroom with shower, spacious lounge, small rear garden, 
doubje glazingja^entraHieatin^rma^arkin^PC^ 


CRADLEY HEATH, Harcourt Road£550 pcm+Fees 
Unfurnished 3 bedroom mid-terraced house within walking 
distance to Old Hill Train Station and local shops. Featuring 2 
reception rooms, modern fitted kitchen, large rear garden and 
off road parking for 2 vehicles. Gas central heating, double 
glazed thmughou^vailabl^mmediatel^PC+m^ M 



HALESOWEN, Malt Mill Road£550 pcm+Fees 

A superb fully re-furbished traditional terraced house. Within 
easy reach of Blackheath and a short drive from Halesowen 
and the M5. This home features 2 large reception rooms, 
modern fitted kitchen, downstairs bathroom with shower, 2 
double bedrooms, gas central heating, double glazing. A must 


CRADLEY HEATH, Luanne Close£525 pcm+Fees 
Situated in this popular residential area, this second floor 
apartment which overlooks the canal and has its own balcony. 
Comprising of: 2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, 
bathroom with shower, access to balcony from the master 
bedroom, gas central heating, double glazing, allocated 
parking. WelUvortl^dewin^PC^^^^^^^^^ 


BARTLEY GREEN, Woodgate Lane£525 pcm+Fees 
Attractive & improved traditional cottage style terraced house. 
Large lounge/dining area, fitted kitchen with appliances, 2 
double bedrooms, bathroom with shower, parking to front & 
laiaeieaKiaitei^Availablmimediatel^PC^^^^ 



fBT 


WORDSLEY Cooknell Drive£495 pcm+Fees 

Located in the centre of Wordsley and ideal for local buses 
to Stourbridge and Merry Hill. Featuring gas central heating, 
spacious living room, fitted dining kitchen, 2 bedrooms, ( 
suite shower room to master bedroom, house bathroom, rear 
aarden.^nvewa^addn^PC^^^^^^^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Banners Street£495 pcm+Fees 

A mid terrace property which has been refurbished comprises 
of 2 double bedrooms, brand new fitted kitchen, 2 reception 
rooms, white bathroom suite with shower, gas central 
heating, double glazing, large tiered garden with decking ai 

on roadjad<in^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


OLDSWINFORD, Heath Lane£495 pcm+Fees 

Ideally located in the centre of Oldswinford for shops, 
transport links and Mary Stevens Park. This large and 
spacious end terrace house features 3 good size bedrooms, 
2 reception rooms, downstairs bathroom, fitted kitchen, 
encjose^ayarter^n^rma^addn^PCje^^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Coppice Road£485 pcm+Fees 

A 2 bedroom semi-detached house recently fully refurbished 
n the Timbertree Estate. This house comprises of a front 
reception room, spacious rear lounge, fitted kitchen, house 
bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double glazing, 
front ant^ganjaKlensj3jmac^)arkinc^PC^^^^^^ M 


NETHERTON Round Street £475 pcm+Fees 

Set in a quiet road, is this lovely semi-detached home. 
Featuring gas central heating, living room, fitted kitchen, 1 
double and 1 single bedroom, bathroom with shower, rea 
garden and driveway parking for 2 cars, unfurnished. Popular 
residentia^tmeUlosH^ethertorUtigl^tme^PC^^ 


CRADLEY HEATH, Reddal Hill Road£425 pcm+Fees 
Modernised to a high standard is this large gas central heated 
2 bedroom modernised flat. With your own private entrance 
leading to a lovely lounge, fitted kitchen with appliances, 2 
double bedrooms, 1 with fitted wardrobes. Lovely shower 
room. Allocated parking for 1 car. Available immediately. 1 
EPC: D 
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Sales & Lettings 

Halesowen 0121 6964053 
Dudley 01384 849067 


Lapal Lane North, Halesowen 


Dixons 

Estate Agents 


DoingMore. 


Clancey Way, Halesowen 



Extended detached house.The property is 
situated in a popular residential location and 
offering easy access to amenities. Halesowen 


Brookfield Way,Tipton 


Offers Over£ 190,000 


Three storey townhouse comprising four 
bedrooms, three bathrooms and benefits from 
off road parking. Halesowen 


Stourbridge Road, Dudley 



£140,000 


A three bedroom link detached property briefly 
comprising, lounge/diner, kitchen, bath room, front 
and rear gardens, driveway and storage garage. 


The Broadway, Dudley 



Offers Over£ 120,000 


A three bedroom semi detached property briefly 
comprising entrance porch, entrance hall, two 
reception rooms, kitchen and bathroom. 


Wrights Lane, Cradley Heath 


Ashenhurst Road, Dudley 

I 


Offers Over£ I 10,000 


Mid terraced three bedroom property comprising 
lounge/diner, kitchen, family bathroom, front and rear 
gardens and parking to the side. 


Sunnybank Road, Dudley 


A traditional end terraced property for sale.The 
property is situated in a location convenient for local 
amenities. Halesowen 

Aqua Court, Rowley Regis 


Semi detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising entrance hall, lounge/diner, kitchen, 
bathroom, rear garden and driveway. 

Copse Road, Dudley 



This three bedroom semi detached property briefly 
comprises lounge, kitchen, bathroom and rear 
garden. 


Modern first floor apartment with accomodation 
comprising of open plan lounge/kitchen with balcony, 
bedroom and allocated parking. Halesowen 


Semi detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising lounge/diner, kitchen, utility, downstairs 
WC, shower room, front and rear gardens. 


Parkfield Close, Halesowen 



£130,000 


Three bedroom semi detached property with garage, 
briefly comprising lounge, downstairs WC, 
kitchen/diner and bathroom. Halesowen 


Watsons Green Road, Dudley 



Offers Over£ 120,000 


Semi detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising extended lounge and kitchen, dining 
room, front and rear gardens and driveway. 



1 ^ ~ 


'u 


dixonsestateagents.co.uk Q propertywideco.uk Zoopla.co.uk *■ 


is the time. 


Buying and selling has 
never been easier. 

Give your property the best chance to 
sell by taking advantage NOW of our 
Open House weekend and the seasonal 
rush of buyers in the new year. 


Next Open House Weekend 


December, 


Ask now for a free market appraisal 


rightmovecouk 
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Motoring 


Vauxhall’s Insignia is now 
a far more compelling car 


By David Banner 


VAUXHALL’S Insignia has evolved 
but to really appreciate the 
changes, you’ll need a version like 
the Tech Line model we look at here 
with its sat nav system and Intellilink 
infotainment screen. 

Medium range family models are very dif¬ 
ferent these days. Want proof? Then just take 
a seat inside a Vauxhall Insignia. And ideally 
a Tech Line-specced one equipped with the 
brand’s latest Intellilink infotainment fitted. 
This not only connects you into the standard 
sat nav system you get at this level but it also 
enables you to do everything from Bluetooth¬ 
ing your ‘phone to accessing a whole series of 
Vauxhall-sourced apps. The future has truly 
arrived. 

Of course, there’s a lot more to this latest 
Insignia than just a bit of interior hi-tech. 
Prices are tighter and running costs a great 
deal lower if you choose one of the latest 2.0 
CDTi diesel engines developing either 120 or 
140PS. Both these units are available to Tech 
Line buyers. Let’s check this car out. 

The Insignia now feels a far more mature 
car to drive - and all the main powerplants 
most British customers choose are offered to 
Tech Line buyers. 

Under the skin, over 60% of the chassis 
componentry is new - but it’s not enough to 
make this into a car you’d really describe as 
‘rewarding’. What it does do is perfect what 


was there in the first place. This Insignia 
really is now dynamically fit for family and 
business purposes, with no caveats. True, a 
Mazda6 or a Mondeo might handle the 
twisties with a little more elan, but for most 
of the people, most of the time, this, dynami¬ 
cally, is all the car they will ever need, quietly 
and effectively getting on with the job of 
getting you from A to B. 

The ‘quietly’ bit’s important. Almost all 
Insignia buyers want a diesel and though the 
original version of Vauxhall’s 2.0 CDTi unit 
had many merits, refinement wasn’t one of 
them. In fact, it was one of the noisiest, rattli- 
est diesels in its class. But isn’t now. True, 
there are still quieter black pump buys in this 
class but at least this car will no longer wake 
the neighbours when you fire up on a cold 
morning or tire you in traffic with its constant 
rumbling thrum. 

Visually, there are no sheet metal changes 
to this improved Insignia. Instead, there are 
detail improvements front and rear that aim 
to bring a wider and lower look to the hatch, 
saloon and Sports Tourer estate bodystyles 
that, as before, make up the range. 

Inside, much of the switchgear has been 
tidied up onto a central 8-inch colour touch¬ 
screen that deals with everything from navi¬ 
gation to trip computer read-outs and audio 
selections, Bluetooth ‘phone functions to a 
series of Vauxhall-sourced apps. 

There’s even a touchpad behind the gear- 
lever that accepts one, two or three finger ges¬ 
tures for the various operating functions - or 
you can press a button on the steering wheel 
and activate the whole thing by voice control. 
It’s not the most immediately intuitive of 
systems to initially get to grips with but if you 


struggle a bit with these things, you can 
download a smartphone handbook app which 
you point at the switch in question for a tuto¬ 
rial. 

More hi-tech can be viewed through the 
redesigned three-spoke leather-trimmed 
steering wheel where you’ll find an instru¬ 
ment cluster with another 8-inch high resolu¬ 
tion display. 

This one, also optional and framed by con¬ 
ventional analogue gauges either side, is pri¬ 
marily there to show a virtual speedometer 
but can also be configured to display all sorts 
of information such as smartphone or audio 
use - or even navigation. 

Bracket 

For Insignia buyers, there’s a premium of 
around £2,650 to go from the entry-level 
Design trim to the Tech Line spec we’re looking 
at here. That means a price span in the £20,000 
to £25,000 bracket and an engine choice that 
gives you all three of the main 2.0 CDTi diesel 
units (the 120, 140 and 163PS engines), plus 
the 140PS 1.4 Turbo. The Tech Line asking 
price gets you not only satellite navigation and 
the Intellilink infotainment system but also a 
range of other added value features. These 
include 17-inch alloy wheels, auto headlamps 
and wipers, rear electric windows and an anti¬ 
dazzle rear view mirror. 

Other standard Insignia features include 
LED daytime running lights, Bluetooth ‘phone 
compatibility, electronic climate control, a 
driver’s seat with powered height and lumbar 
adjustment, a trip computer, cruise control and 
a decent quality stereo system plus USB and 
aux-in compatibility controllable from the 
steering wheel. Insignia Tech Line buyers get 
the choice of a five-door hatch or, for a premium 
of around £1,700, the versatile Sports Tourer 



This Insignia is now dynamically fit for family and business purposes 


estate. As for safety, well, there’s the usual 
standard stuff - twin front, side and curtain 
airbags, plus the usual electronic assistance for 
brakes, traction and stability control to hope¬ 
fully ensure you’ll never need to use them. It’s 
enough to merit a five-star Euro NCAP safety 
rating. 

Around 85% of Insignia buyers go for a diesel 
- and you can see why. Both 120 and 140PS ver¬ 
sions of the 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX model return 
76.3mpg on the combined cycle and put out just 
98g/km of C02, returns that at launch were 
comfortably class-leading. This gives this car 
an astonishing potential 1,175 mile range from 
its 70-litre fuel tank, which means that the 
average UK driver covering around 8,200 miles 
a year would only have to fill up with diesel 


seven times every twelve months. Or, to put it 
another way, an Insignia ecoFLEX driver could 
travel from London to Budapest on one tank of 
fuel. 

In summary then, though this car isn’t com¬ 
pletely new, it feels that way behind the wheel. 
Those that are tempted by the shinier 
prospects of newer rivals will, Vauxhall hopes, 
be brought back into the Insignia fold by class¬ 
leading running costs. 

It wasn’t long ago that it would have been 
simply inconceivable for a car of this kind to 
average over 75mpg and put out less than 
lOOg/km of C02. But that’s exactly what the 
two most popular diesel versions of this model 
can now achieve. A tech spec then that sums 
this car up perfectly. 



NEW VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 

Tech line 2.0 CDTi (163PS) 5dr Hatchback 

0NLYr*OQO PER 

2L£0£ MONTH 

CONTRACT HIRE’ Business users only 


+VAT 


LIFETIME 

WARRANTY 100,000 MILE 


v 


uetooth and DMB digital radio • Climate control • 17 inch alloys 


NEW VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 

Energy 1.8i 5dr Hatchback 

5YEARS()%APR 

£249 PER MONTH with £5514 customer deposit 


CD/MP3 CD player/stereo radio • Bluetooth and DMB digital radio • Climate control • 18 inch alloys 


Halesowen Motor House Stourbridge Motor House T Wall Garages Dudley Motor Company 

West Midlands Stourbridge Kingswinford West Midlands 

0121462 2916 01384 672918 01384 672909 01384 454100 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 . Highest: VAUXHALL Insignia 5dr Hatchback2.0 CDTi 163PSTech Line NAV ecoFLEX Stop/Start with 17” wheels, M6: Urban 52.3 (5.4), Extra-urban 
76.3 (3.7), Combined 65.7 (4.3). C0 2 emissions 114g/km. Lowest: Insignia 5dr Hatchback 2.0 CDTi 120PSTech Line NAV ecoFLEX Stop/Start with 17” wheels, M6 Urban 61.4 (4.6), Extra-urban 85.6 (3.3), Combined 76.3 (3.7). C0 2 emissions 98g/km. 

All offers subject to stock availability and terms & conditions. Licensed credit brokers, terms and conditions apply. *Finance subject to age and status, guarantees and indemnities may be required. ^3+35 monthly payments, based on non-maintained contract over 36 months, max. 10,000 miles per annum, excess mileage charges apply if contracted mileage is 
exceeded, Contract hire by ALD Automotive Ltd. trading as Vauxhall Leasing, Oakwood Park, Lodge Causeway, Fishponds, Bristol B5163JA. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper. 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions apply.Visitwww.vauxhall.co.uk/warranty. Images used for illustration purposes only. 











Page 32 HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28 2013 


Motoring 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 



✓Bumper scuffs /Kerbed alloys 



✓Paintwork scratches ✓Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 14 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 




ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 



Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


Motor dealer finance - 

a positive way to buy 


FINANCE provided by motor 
dealers offers consumers a 
highly convenient, competi¬ 
tive and rapid method of 
acquiring their car. 

Improved regulation focused on 
responsible lending practices 
ensures dealers must be absolutely 
transparent about the terms and 
overall costs of any agreement, 
whilst the simplicity of the applica¬ 
tion process means it avoids the 
sometimes invasive approach of cus¬ 
tomers needing to provide bank 
statements, expenditure forecasts 
and other sensitive personal infor¬ 
mation. Therefore motor dealer 
finance is very customer friendly. 

Advantages 

Recent evidence also highlights cus¬ 
tomers are currently around twice as 
likely to be accepted for their finance 
when compared to a personal loan. In 
the case of hire purchase, customers 
also enjoy the advantages of a signifi¬ 
cantly higher level of consumer protec¬ 
tion than they would receive with a 
personal loan. 

Dealer finance can also prove a 
highly competitive option. A review of 
current personal loan rates reveals 
that best in class rates from high street 
and supermarket lenders range from 
6.5 per cent to 24.9 per cent represen¬ 
tative APR for a £5000 loan over 36 
months. What these do not reveal is the 
relatively low acceptance rate and the 
extensive use of ‘rate for risk’ under¬ 
writing; wherein the rate a borrower is 
offered may be higher than that adver¬ 
tised rate if the customer’s credit 
profile warrants it. It is understood 
this scenario is a very regular one. 

Other finance options such as credit 



Improved regulation means dealers must be transparent on the deal 


cards have the potential to be signifi¬ 
cantly more costly, unless the borrower 
is able to settle their agreement very 
quickly. 

Finance specialist with Motor 
Market, Dean Bridge, said that with 
regard to price, it is important to recog¬ 
nise that there is a cost to all dealers 
and finance providers to offer borrow¬ 
ing facilities. 

“For the lender, it is also something 
that carries both risk and reward. In 
the case of risk, the country saw this all 
too obviously through the credit 
crunch, “ he said. 

“During this period, when other 
lending was largely curtailed, dealer 
finance kept lending, enabling con¬ 


sumers to buy the car they wanted for 
work and social use,” he said. “To 
ensure customers get absolutely best 
value I would encourage car buyers to 
research their finance options, includ¬ 
ing Motor Dealer finance and bearing 
in mind that personal loan acceptance 
levels remain depressed and that rate 
for risk may mean a higher than adver¬ 
tised representative APR. 

“I also suggest that buyers investi¬ 
gate the ‘total amount payable’ to 
change car on finance. It is certainly 
possible that a lower interest rate 
could be offset by a higher car purchase 
price. 

“The bottom line result is however 
likely to be the same.” 


OVER 100 CARS IN STOCK 


Motor-Market 


Best Value, Choice & Customer Service... 


Part Exchange Deposit £500. Amount of Credit £4495. 

Total Amount Payable £5999.20.60 Monthly Payments -• n |-n/ nnn 
of £99.82 or 260 Weekly Payments of £23.04. 1 U . O 70 Mr K 



ORE 

MON-FRI: 9 am-6 pm 
SAT-SUN: 10 am-4 pm 




Visit us on 

Facebook 


www.motor-market.net 

27 Newtown Lane Cradley Heath B64 5EB 01384 411119 


Proud Sponsors 
of 















































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28 2013 Page 33 


Motoring 



The new Nissan Qashqai, on sale in January next year, has a choice of two petrol and two diesel engines 


Four grades all packed 
with high levels of kit 


FOLLOWING its recent glitzy 
London unveiling, Nissan has 
now released pricing and 
specification details for its 
hotly anticipated latest gen¬ 
eration Qashqai. 

When the mid-size SUV goes on sale 
in January prices will start from 
£17,595 and rise to £27,845, and 
buyers will have a choice of four trim 
levels. 

Nissan’s engineers have also done 
much to improve the car’s green cre¬ 
dentials, with the result being an 
engine line-up spanning the 99g/km to 
132g/km C02 range. 


Entry level Visia cars benefit from a 
generous amount of kit, including auto 
air-conditioning, hill start assist, 
cruise control and a large colour info¬ 
tainment screen. 

Acenta-badged models gain the likes 
of dual-zone air-con, leather for the 
steering wheel and gear lever, larger 
alloy wheels and a tyre pressure moni¬ 
toring system. 

Both the Visia and Acenta models 
come with the option of a Smart Vision 
Pack (£450) that adds Nissan’s 
advanced Safety Shield system among 
other driver aids. Designed to enhance 
the safety of occupants, the pack incor¬ 
porates Front Collision Avoidance and 
Traffic Sign Recognition. 


Moving up to the Acenta Premium 
grade adds digital radio, a rear view 
parking camera and sensors, a 
panoramic sunroof, keyless ignition 
and lane departure warning. 

The flagship Tekna models add all¬ 
round parking sensors, part leather 
seats, LED headlights, a seven-inch 
infotainment screen and 19-inch 
alloys. 

A pair of petrol and diesel engines 
will be available from launch, all boast¬ 
ing fuel-saving stop-start technology. 
Diesel fans can choose between a 
109bhp 1.5 unit and a 128bhp 1.6 
motor. Petrol options initially run to a 
1.2 113bhp motor and more powerful 
148bhp 1.6 unit. 


ALL THIS FOR ONLY 



Vauxhall Meriva Tech Line 1.4i 16v MPV 

»17” Alloy wheels • Mobile phone system with Bluetooth • Air conditioning • Cruise control 
» Front fog lights • Front & rear parking distance sensors • Heated front seats 
» Electrically operated rear windows • Multi-function trip computer 
» Low Rate finance available • £250 Saving Voucher 

HURRY- LIMITED STOCKS ATTHIS SPECIAL PRICE 


Dudley Motor Company West Midlands 01384 454100 
Halesowen Motor House West Midlands 0121 462 2916 
Stourbridge Motor House Stourbridge 01384 672918 
T Wall Garages Kingswinford 01384 672909 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 . VAUXHALL Meriva 
Active 1.4i 16V100PS, M5: Urban 36.2 (7.8), Extra-urban 55.4 (5.1), Combined 46.3 (6.1). C02 emissions 143g/km. 

All offers subject to stock availability and terms & conditions. Licensed credit brokers, terms and conditions apply. Finance subject to age and status, guarantees 
and indemnities may be required. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper. 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions 
apply.Visitwww.vauxhall.co.uk/warranty Images used for illustration purposes only. 


FINDNEWR0ADS 


CHEVROLET 




DISCOVER THE NEW CHEVROLET TRAX 

With all the DNA of a traditional Chevrolet SUV redesigned for the urban frontier; this exciting city-sized SUV offers a powerful sporty exterior 
and the all-new Chevrolet MyLink technology, designed to keep you connected. Come to our dealerships to test drive the original reborn. 



www.euroncap.com 
★ ★★★★ 



HALESOWEN MOTOR HOUSE 

Dudley Road, Halesowen B63 3NH 
0121 503 0001 www.halesowenchevrolet.co.uk 

*Model shown is a Trax 1.6 LT priced at £17,495 OTR. Vehicle shown features metallic paint at an extra cost of £445. Price correct at time of print. 

Official Government Environment Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Chevrolet Trax Range: Urban 34.4 (8.2) - 52.3 
(5.4), Extra Urban 50.4 (5.6) - 70.6 (4.0), Combined 43.4 (6.5) - 62.7 (4.5) C0 2 emissions 153 - 120g/km. Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison 
purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. 

































Blinds & Curtains 


Carpentry 


Electricians 


6 VERTICAL BLINDS 
FOR ONLY £199 



Widest choice of fabrics 
Fully guaranteed 
All blinds made 
to measure 


Fast local service 
Call now for a free 
no obligation quote 
Free fitting 


iBAL BLINDS 

VERTICAL, ROLLER & VENETIAN 


Superb Quality - Genuine Offers 
FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE & SERVICE 
TELEPHONE 9am - 9pm 7 days a week 

CALL NOW 0845 505 1122 


Blinds 


Top quality blinds 
at budget prices 

"We will beat any like for like quote" 

Local company, 
full range of blinds 


Call 01902 500204/ 
01384 886162 
or 07989 588728 
www.blinds4lessdirect.com 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 



C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERUICES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 0rer35yre 

• Roofing experience 

• Landscaping 

• Block paving 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: ■ - 


mbelectric. co. uk U 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 




ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

■ Call Dan on: 

mIbehs 01384 263357 
BBBSS or 07866 886364 


All Trades of Halesowen 

PROPERTY REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 
• Roofing • Fencing • Plumbing 
• Electrical • Brickwork 
• UPVC • Guttering • Fascias 
* Gardening • Decorating • Plastering • Skylights 


0% Discount for- OAF 
0121 602 6601 
0759 007 6739 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 





• Extensions/Canopies \ 

• Loft conversions N. 

• Bathroom and Kitchen Refurbs s —_ 

• Fitted Bedrooms/Home Offices 

• All Types Of Plasterings 

• General Carpentry 

CALL: 0121 601 7727*07879681591 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


AM ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 13 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrade's / Showed/ Extra Sockets 
PAT TestingP$afety Reports 
CCTV f BurpafflAjarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 23®w 
07785 781652, 


[ 

Computers 

1 

r __ 

______________ 

_ _ _ _ n 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PCI 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 
Contact us for a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 1 £ 

Email: quotations® 
blackcountryglazing.com nmmB 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 


Electricians 


DIB Electrical Contractors ltd 

We are NIC EIC approved electrical company and 
also TRUST MARK and PART P registered. 

All our electricians are CRB checked. 

24 hour 7 days a week call outs 
We cover Domestic, Commercial, Industrial 
• Landlord reports / testing and certification 
• Rewires • Fuse board up grades 
• Energy efficient led lighting for your home and business 

• Internal / external lighting • Shower replacements 

• Additional sockets • Intruder / cctv systems 

• Check out our great reviews on checkatrade.com 

T: 0121647 7087 T: 01384 881017 
M: 0790 090 3000 

E: Darren@djbelectricalcontractors.co.uk 

+- «=-: 




35* 
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SM CARPENTRY &BUIING . _ 


Silencing 

11JJJI " llm .- /\u types of Quality 

1 s fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

— FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 
wwwJbtfencing-co-uk 



'll 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


01384 242891 or 07978 300586 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 

• Hedges and lawns cut 

• General tidy and rubbish removed 

• Garden Landscaping 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


feEpi’sjGardening & 

Tree Services 




CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained, Insured 
C.R.B. Registered Staff 
Friendly Service 
For Free Quotes 

Tel: 0121 635 9152 
07816817744 



Ganlen Transformations 

From total makeovers and 
clearances to « 
decking and 
fencing 


lowest prices 

0121 422 
8594 or 
07985 548466 



Wedflesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 
•Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


Elegant), 
Stairs 



For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 
or 07505 807686 


Paving 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Brives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 



All Worked C AalLft i A.W ^ 1 Aik ) 8696^ 
07754 676336 / 07950 659668 


Visit our website www.fine-linepaving.co.uk 


Plastering 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 



on Pimm 


0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


Cl PLASTERING 

All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 

Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


HALES8WEN 

DEC8RAT8RS 

r Painters & 
^Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 
Residential and Commercial 
work undertaken 
CALL 07860 206713/ 
0121 550 5784 


To advertise your business and reach over 50,000 potential customers.... 

n 

Call us on... 

01384 353227 MW A 

E-mail us at... 

r.cooper@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

Ryan Cooper Halesowen Chronide / Black Lake I 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB 
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Kitchens & Bathrooms 


Plumbing & Heating 


Mobile Hairdresser 


The Tradesman 

DESIGN, SUPPLY & INSTALL OR FIT ONLY 

♦ Bathrooms ♦ Kitchens ♦ Plumbing Repairs 
♦ Tiling & Household Repairs ♦ Property Maintenance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Best for price and service, call Bob on 

01384 288013 or 07866 362888 


Motoring 


Motoring Services 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 



email: crossways1@btinternet.com 


Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, Unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 


E3 


MOT 


Plumbing & Heating 


©Mfifi Ete© 


Corgi Boiler Breakdown Specialists 


Get your boiler serviced and ready for Winter 

Insulation, Repairs and Services on . * ’ 1 J 

Boilers, Fires and Cookers 
Install A Band Condensing Boiler with 
Free Wireless Room Stat from £1250 ' 

Ex-British Gas with 30 years experience 

®'^©©©@@®QC3 r erroU 


S—H OUSEHOLD- 

r F» L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



Gas Heating Services 

130 Hag ley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 


• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting 

• Plumbing 

• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

•Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Fully Trained 
Engineers 

• Family Run 
Business ‘ 



EXPERIENCE 


FREE QUOTES 




Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

All General Plumbing Undertaken 

) •Bathrooms Suites 
* L • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 
J—— J • Outside Taps Fitted 
1 • Leaks Repaired 

*, • PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


Call Richard: 07902 557 496 


. Kni g ht Gas 

* Heating & Plumbing 

Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 




SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, 
Landlord Certificate’s, Worcester 
Bosch & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas ~ 


Call Eddie 

07976 755441 
0121 544 8427 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs ta f* > 

NO PROBLEM 

We load, II j 
No Skips E—J 

Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 

0121 5006033 

07938 207122 

L _____ J 


Q3J 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 07751 669066 


SKIP HIRE 

IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
The best in the West 

0121 561 5493 
07956 664092 


■mobile™ 

HAIRDRESSER 



Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Property Maintenance 


©tro 1 si 




S->^ 


ALL ASPECTS OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

• BRICKWORK • BLOCK PAVING CLEANING 
• GUTTERING • FELT ROOFING 
• EXTERIOR PAINTING DECORATING 
• ELECTRICAL WORK • LANDSCAPING 
• NO JOB TOO SMALL 

[MJdeoq© 1 



538639 . 


ROOFING SIRVIGFS 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


yyjii iff 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


KS 
SERVICES 

( All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

4\0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


jc X 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 


r 


No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

•e Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
\or 0121 561 2344 evenings after < 


R HICKMAN R66FING LTD 


28 years experience 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
AND MAINTENANCE 

FREE Quotes 

• General work undertaken 

• All areas covered 

• Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 


Call: 07970 818147 



Fascias • Sof its • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products EKpertly Fitted 
VUith Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 





rvici 


Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 421 1649 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 



I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Local 



To advertise your business and reach over 50,000 potential customers.... 

n 

Call us on... E-mail us at... 

01384 353227 r.cooper@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

Ryan Cooper Halesowen Chronide / Black Lake J 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 0QB 
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ClassifiedAds 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


1 Family 


a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


8 Motoring 


Local Information 


10 Personals 


Freeflds 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookdnad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


Place a paid for advert 


(T) By Phone 
01902 317878 

8.30am - 6pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 


^ Online 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 


In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


lost & found 


LOST—Pink Cockatoo, heading 
towards Moseley Road. 

Call 07799 641419. 


Family 


hj.l,Ul.ll4.41.hl..UA 


X-BOX ONE, day one console inc 
Forza 5, new sealed, available 
launch day, £600.ono 07960 
280154 


SMART TUITION SERVICES 

Tuition for 11+ and key stage 3/4 
maths & science. £12/hour, tutors 
CRB checked 07816 825604. 


ELECTRIC SINGLE BED excellent 
condition, deep comfortable mat¬ 
tress, £250 ono. 01384 835461. 

ELL MOBILITY scooter, 4 wheels, 
never been used, 10 miles range, 
£350. Please call 01902 832837. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831246292. 

RIO MOBILITY SCOOTER very 
good condition, 3 wheeler 
Shoprider, folds for car, £295. 
Telephone 01902 653337. 


Straits Mobility 

STAIRLIFTS 
New & Reconditioned 
Sales, Service & Repairs 
Dudley DY1 2LW 

Dudley 01384356356 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £500. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



CYCLOMATIC ELECTRIC moun¬ 
tain cycle, shimano gears, as new, 
used once, £385. 01902 791367. 



* Best Every Saturday Boot Sale * 

* 10am - 1pm till Christmas * 

* A454 By Wheel Pub, between * 

* W’ton & Bridgnorth, WV15 5NR* 

* www.bestbootsales.com * 
07890 267041 



HOLIDAY CARAVAN 

Cosalt Torbay, 11 months 
holiday park, DG, GCH, walking 
distance into Stourport on 
Severn. 

£10,500. 

Call for full details: 07810 
044813 or 07801 530894. 


STERLING EUROPA 620 

Twin axle, 2008, fixed bed, end 
bathroom, 4 berth, 
microwave, blow heating. 
Immaculate condition. 

£9,000. o.n.o. 
Telephone 07710 671382. 



taxi’s 


5 STAR TAXIS Single fare over the 
festive season. You Drink We 
Drive. 01384 232323 / 252525 


bridal clothing alterations 


j 


p 


Bridal/Evening Wear 

20% DISCOUNT 

OFF WITH THIS ADVERT 

(Offer ends Decemebr 1 st) 

Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat 
9.30am - 4.00pm 

30 High St, Halesowen, B63 3BB 

0121 585 0890 


markets 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 

52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! 
OVER 150 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 /£25 for 3, 

NO MUD! FREE PARKING! 

VOTED THE MIDLANDS BEST! 

SELLERS TURN UP - £10 PER BOOT 1 
BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN 



Free 


1 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 

VAUXHALL MOVANO 
CAMPERVAN 

1999, 2 berth, 2,499cc, diesel, 

61,600 miles. Professional, van 
conversion by Arrow Homes. 
Awning, shower, gas cooker & 
hob, multi-fuel fridge, TV aerial, 
rear camera, 4 good tyres + 
spare. Fiamma 24)ike rack (as 
new).Service history, taxed 
(1.14), MoT (7.14). 

£9,950 ono. 01588 680250 

mind, body 
& soul 

L_ 


LGXDK 

WILLERBY RIO GOLD 

2012 model, 28 x 12ft, 2 bed, 
DG, CH, galvanised chassis 
and platform, connected to 
services, TV aerial fitted, 
integral fridge freezer, external 
meter reader, real quality 
caravan in excellent condition, 
sited at Sand Bay, coastal 
Somerset Village, Family 
owned and dog friendly park by 
the sea. 

Genuine sale. 

A 

hair & beauty 

V 

BEAUTY THERAPY couch, white 
leatherette with wooden frame, 
extra wide, also steps, carry case, 
as new, £95. 01384 897022. 



3 Bed Caravan For Sale 

at Wide Horizons^ 
Holiday Park 
£5995 

Priced to sell £22,485. 

07801 734823, 01934 412680. 


Poll far mnro Hotailc- 0781*3 191878 


ball fill mure Ueldllo. U/OlO l£lu/0 

All Caravans Wanted 
Any Age or Condition 
*CASH WAITING* 

Immediate collection 

Call Bill on 07760 344 750 

1 X 

3 

TT O 


Home a 


^ OcivlCcS 


BASS GUITARIST 
REQUIRED 

FOR GIGGING CLASSIC 
ROCK BAND BASED IN 
BIRMINGHAM. 

Please email details of your 
experience and equipment to 
johnclassicrock123 
@gmail.com. 

Reliable transport essential. 

carpets & ] 

. furnishings 

MOORCROFT LAMPS Pair Mckin- 
tosh LI 22 lamps with rectangular 
shades. 2nds. £320 07751 026896 



BFC FURNITURE 


BURNT TREE, DUDLEY 

New Factory Outlet 


Save 50% on store prices on Beds 

complete divans from £49, ortho matts 
from £69, memory foam matts £89, metal 
fashion beds frames £39, ottoman and 


wing chairs £119, recliner chairs £199, 
massage and power recliners from £299, 
complete suites from £299. 

Save 50% on all leather corner units- 
normally £499 half price £249. 

3 seater wexford fabric sofas-normally 
£399 clearance £149. Chairs £49. Recliners 
leather £199. Beds from £49. Mattresses 
from just £29. Bunk beds £99. 
OPEN 7 DAYS. FAST DELIVERY. 


BFC, Unit 9, Coneygre Rd, Burnt Tree, 
Dudley DY4 8XPA461 

over road from new Tesco, 100 mtrs past Toby. “El 

0121 557 6885™ 


ITALIAN STYLE dining table and 6 
chairs, matching display cabinet, 
£250 ono. Also childs nigh chair 
£20.01384 634866. 

KING SIZE bed, as new, 2 drawers. 
£100. Single bed (Electric Recliner) 
£75 ono. 07711 569489. 


SUITE 3&2 seater set¬ 
tees, inc 1 chair, light lilac 
fabric, slight pattern, 
£250. 07824*557198 


HOTPOINT FRIDGE freezer, £50. 
Zanussi washing machine, £50, 
excellent condition 01384 320030. 


Top Soil, 

■ Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


44' 




w.diamondshed.c 


MUSHROOM COMPOST, excellent 
soil improver. Bags: 5 £17.50, 10 
£30, 20 £50, 70 £150. Bags 50lbs 
weight inc. delivery. 01386 442882. 
eveshammarketgardener.co.uk 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

BAXI BAROQUE Glass front gas fire 
c/w hearth. £50. o.n.o. Glass TV 
stand: £25. o.n.o. Both in good con¬ 
dition. Call 01902 258337: 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory, 

• Old Walking Sticks‘Military items 
Pre ‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
ALL HOUSE CLEARANCES 
01922 495066 OR 
07971 783206 


ALL BOXED/LOOSE 
RAILWAY COLLECTIONS 
WANTED 

ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam, also Diecast, 
Dinky, Corgi, Spot On. 
Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@hotmail. 
com 


CIGARETTE CARDS 

Plus bubblegum and football 
cards such as A&BC, Barratt 
etc. Also comics and annuals 
required. Beano, Dandy, 
Marvel and other interesting old 
comics. Pre 1970 please. Will 
collect. Good cash prices paid 
for full collections, text 
message to 07769 295027 or 
call. 

01952 253266 


TRAILER WANTED fully gal¬ 
vanised, factory made, Erde or 
similar. 07752 805267. 

WANTED TRAILER Galvanised, 
Erde/Daxara, or similar 07752 
805267 


BRITONY 11T multi point water 
heater, as new, £75. 

01384 241689.07731 792832. 



Y_ 


sales 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

ie call out & estimates on any 
TV Plasma, LCD, Projection repairs. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


AA‘ 


L 

AERIALS 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

TCWSSI 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 


m m mm 


Washing machine faulty? 
Cooker faulty? 

All Brands - All Appliances Repaired 


BH 


C 


block paving 


j 


*Hew St<de 

DRIVEWAYS AND PATIOS ' LTD 
Block Paving, tarmacing 
and landscaping. 

Fully insured and registered. 
01902 267853 or 07920 754864 


building services 


All TYPES OF BUILDING & roofing 
work by Davies & Son. No job too 
small. See us on ‘Rated People’. 
Call 01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


WH BUILDING 


^ Please visit our website ^ 
^ www.whbuildingltd.com 


For all your building needs 
please ring Wayne on 

01384 261236 07973 664738 


carpet & upholstery 
cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 0800112 3959 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


double glazing 


■fi-Zee Fix™ 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 
Tel: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 

• 70mm Internally Glazed High Security Frames 

• 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units • Document L Compliant 

• Shoot Bolt Locking • Sight Line Glazing * Secured By 
Design PAS023 / PAS024 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


flooring 


3 FLOOR FINISHES 

Laminate, Carpet & Vinyl floor fitter 
Professional and Reliable service, 
25 years experience. Free estimates 

Call: 07890 981282 


gardening 

services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 p 

B arden. 25 years experience. C 
1902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


house 

clearances 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 


PREMIER PLASTERING & TILING 

FREE quotes/35 years experience. 
Call 0121 6790473/07961 833738 


V_ 


plumbers 


TRIDENT PLUMBING 

All general plumbing work 
undertaken, No job too small! 
Reliable and experienced 
plumber, free quotes 
Call Dave 

01384823863-07854338356 




removals 


f CHEAPER 
f REMOV ALS 

NATIONWIDE, INSURED, 
FREE QUOTES 
Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


ACi REMOVALS 

local House Clearances 


Competitive Prices 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209/01902 830870 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546, 
07917 679360 or 01384 468955. 


roofing 


— 

ROOFING 

Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias 
and gutters. 


01902 238989 or 
07580 465449 


■astfomns 

□SEHEQ 

Roof Cleaning & Painting 
UPVC Soffits, Fascias 
& Windows 

OMDaCMDOG) 

or 01384 467872 (After 6pm) 

www.firstchoicebuildingandroofing.co.uk 


PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


e call keith: 07546 158165 
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ClassifiedAds 


skip hire 



All sizes 


All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Reliable service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


GRiNSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. 
Screened soil and crushed 
hardcore for sale. All skips for 
weekend must be booked by 
Friday. Call: 0121 555 6060. 




Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BEAGLE PUPPIES Nine weeks old, 
girl/boys, £350. 

07804 443044. 

BEAUTIFUL CHIHUAHUA white, 
KC registered, 3 year old proven 
stud, in need of new loving home, 
£200. 07547 984922. 

BLANKETS/DUVETS NEEDED 

Urgently for dogs bedding. 

Can collect quantity. 

Call 07729 660894. 

JACK RUSSELL Cross Poodle, 10 
weeks, small, dogs/bitches, £250. 
07804 443044. 


good 

0781: 


5 780948 or 07727 1: 


ly reared 
97486. 


JACK RUSSELL PUPPY 8 weeks 
old, smooth coat, small legs £200. 
01384 233910. 


MALTESE PUPPIES, first vac, 
health checked, boys £450, girls 
£475. 07972 604503. 


PEDIGREE CHIHUAHUA PUPS 4 

months old, vaccinated, mom and 
dad can be seen, £650 each. 
Bilston 01902 560384. 


PUG PUPPIES, KC reg, innoculated, 
microchipped, 1 boy and 1 girl, 
fawn, £1,000. 07806 415498. 

PUGALIERS PUPS (Pug/Cavalier 
cross), first vac, health checked, 
£350. 07972 604503. 


SCOTTIE PUPS with parents, great 
temperament, non malting, 
wormed, puppy pack, insured. Ring 
Sue for further details on 

01948 662784. 07939 036441. 


SHIH-TZU PUPPIES good colours, 
first vaccinations. £350. 

07972 604503. 


STAFFIE PUPS most black, ready to 
go, KC applied. £200. 

01902 250808. 07854 982007. 


TOY YORKSHIRE TERRIER Girl, 7 
months old. £500. 

07580 485709. 



C usiness & 
Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 




NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


CHAPEL ASH: Clean 1-bed Flat, 
DG, off road parking, £95 pwk. 
01902 340073 or 07770 660636. 

COSELEY comfortable 1 bed, 1st 
floor, s/c, unfurnished flat, ideal 
30+, £330 pern. 01902 758934. 

DOUBLE ROOM £340pcm, avail¬ 
able December 2, Copthorne, 10 
minutes from Hospital. Small room, 
£200pcm, Copthorne area, avail¬ 
able November 25. Contact 
07833 387317. 


ESSINGTON modern one bed flat, 
rural location, lovely outlook, no 
DSS, £400 pern. 07454 015789. 

ETTINGSHALL 3 bed mid terrace 
house, 2 lounges, 2 bathrooms, 
spacious fitteef kitchen, off road 
parking, £580pcm. 07722 664154. 


FLAT TO LET, 4 bed, DG, CH, 
Rushall. 3 bed house to let, DG, 
CH. Bloxwich. 07448 985201. 


FLAT TO Rent Bilston, with private 
parking with disabled access. 
£400pcm. 07966 527807. 


development, Willenhall F-, _ 

double bedrooms, en suite, fantas¬ 
tic location for commuters, £440 
pern. 07515 032538. 


PENSNETT/ Dudley / Blackheath. 
1/3 bed flat/house. Dep/rent neg. 
0121 550 0064 or 07970 980955 


ROOM IN shared house, £70pw 
all inclusive, near Cradley Heath 
Station, suit employed over 30. 

Call 07837 653830. 


ROOMS in W-ton, no smokers, no 
DSS, deposit / ref required, from 
£45pw plus bills. 07890 503574. 
THREE BED house, Netherton, CH, 
DG, ideal for family, £140pw. 
07949 433986. 


THREE BED HOUSE Silverend area 
of Brierley Hill, GCH, DHSS 
welcome. £400pcm. 07966 276014 
/ 07948 447968. 


WEDNESFIELD Speedwell Close, 
2-bed house, parking, garage, 
£525pcm. 07800 876199. 



H LOOK f 

ONE BEDROOM BRAND 
NEW LUXURY PARK HOME 

On select country park in 
Coven. 

Nice gardens, GCH, DG. 
Private parking on new 
driveway, canal walks, nice 
views. 

Semi retired / retired only. 

£64,000. 

Call 07971 307903. 

LOOK 


BROOKSIDE, TELFORD. 

Recently refurbished to a high 
standard, 3 bed town house in 
quiet area, not overlooked at 
the back, quiet frontage in a row 
of privately owned houses. 
New boiler and radiators, new 
luxury bathroom and kitchen 
with integrated appliances, new 
carpets throughout. 
Ready to move in or let at 8% 
yield potential. 

£84,000 ono. 

07582 772090. 

TWO BUNGALOWS 
SEMI DETACHED 
KIDDERMINSTER 

Both two bed, in need of 
modernisation, sold as one unit 

£240,000. 

01562 822266 

After 7pm. 



TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• • Free Assessments 

• CPC Courses 
• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available _ 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 




NVQ QUALIFIED FEMALE 
PA-CARER 

CRB checked / References. 
Seeks employment in Tetten- 
hall, Wigntwick, Compton, 
Finchfiela and Codsall areas. 

Telephone 01902 741189 


TRAINEE PLASTERER 
LOOKING FOR WORK 

Currently doing 1 day a week 
course at College. 


Can you help? 

Please phone John on 
01902 751223. 



NEED EXTRA CASH for Christmas? 
£200-£2,000 pm - 0121 314 9652. 
www.bericher.info 


Express & Star 



BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 


01902 319191. 



Motoring 


CITROEN Cl VTR, 1.0 09 Reg., 
49,000 miles, 3Dr, 12 months MoT 
and tax, excellent condition, 
£2,995. 07944 851506. 

CITROEN C2 VTR, 56 reg, full MoT 
and SH, 6 months tax, low mileage, 
every extra, owned from new, 
£2,995. 07970 105215. 

CITROEN C4 VTR, 08, Petrol, silver, 
MoT, taxed, 36.8k, C/C, A/C, beau¬ 
tiful condition. £3,400 ono. 07880 
673491 / 01902 847139. 

FORD FIESTA 62 reg, new shape, 
4000 miles from new, company car 
forces sale. Must sell £4,995. 

07405 155308. 

FORD FOCUS ST, 02, silver, tax, 
MoT, radio, CD, 72,000 miles, good 
condition, £1,950. ono. 07760 
887220. 

KIA PICANTO 1.1 LS, auto, 5-dr, 
2007, blue, 1 owner from new, serv¬ 
iced, 9 months MoT and tax, 32k 
miles, £3,750 ono. 01384 638424. 


MUST BE SEEN 

MG SPORTS 

1998. 12 months MoT. 
British Racing Green. 
Good runner. 

Very reliable. 

All new tyres. 
Offers around £1,000. 
01902 405640 or 
07966 
527807. 

MUST BE SEEN 


MINI COOPER 

Park lane, 1.6, 32,000 miles, 
2006, 12 months MoT, 5 
months tax, excellent condition, 
full leather, FSH, air con, cruise 
control etc. £5,995 ono. 
07913 185256 or 01384 
827889. 


NISSAN X-TRAILTDi SPORT 2003, 
Diesel, 6 speed manual, silver, Tax, 
MoT September, £2,850.ono. 
01902 747180 / 07774 898966. 


PEUGEOT 206 ZEST 


2005 reg, 52K miles, Blue, full 
service nistory, long MoT, 8 
months tax, 5 door hatch 
.stereo 1.1 cc very good condi¬ 
tion lovely car 
£1,975 

07794 685166 


PEUGEOT 407 1.6SE HDi Black, 04 
54, 92,000 miles, taxed and MoT’d, 
SH, very clean. £1,875 ono. 

07527 230756. 


IMMACULATE 

SEAT IBIZA 

1.2 S AC 2008, (58) 35,700 
miles, Red, abs, electric 
windows, air bag, electric 
mirrors, AC, fsh, alarm, MoT, 
long MoT, central locking, pas, 
alloys, stereo, CD, petrol, 
immaculate condition. 
£3,999 

01384 878107 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4, 07, new 
shape, grey, 5dr, alloys, CD, tax, 
MoT, good condition. £3,000 ono. 
01902 336638 or 07970 965395. 


VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.8 
16V EXCLUSIVE 

58 reg 2009, 33,000 miles, 
silver, 6 months tax, 12 months 
MoT. 

£6,495 ono. 

07980 078148. 


VECTRA 2007CDTi, 1900 diesel 
Auto, 35,151 miles, tax/MoT, 
reduced to £2,800 no offers. 

01902 822401 or 07757 110049. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FORD FIESTA Ghia, K Reg, long 
MoT, taxed, good runner, £300. 
01902 344669. 


CARRIER 


FORD GALAXY SEVEN 
SEATER PEOPLE CARRIER 


1996, with private plate, 2.0 
Ghia, fully loaded, with tow bar, 
long Mot and tax, low miles, 
service history, lots of extras, 
excellent condition. 


£995. o.n.o. 

01922 278508/07552 801216. 



FORD MONDEO 1.8LX Limited 
Edition, Minstral, 04, long tax, Mot, 
aircon, EW, heated screen, PAS, 
CD, £995 ono. 07400 775276. 

HONDA HRV automatic, 2001, 3- 
door hatch, petrol, red, 12 months 
MoT, 4 months tax, 80,000 miles, 
£950 ono. 07505 402548. 


H SE piu , 
interior, DVD fitted, 06 plate, MoT, 
high mileage, good SH, 1 owner 
from new, f?1,195. 07729 378645. 


MERCEDES C 180. W reg., black, 
5 months Tax and MoT. £800. 
Telephone 07415 683140. 
PEUGEOT 206 ESTATE 2003, 
1400CC, full MOT, taxed, 95,000 
miles, good condition. £795. 

07587 344165. 


PEUGEOT 206 GLX 51 reg, long 
MoT, taxed, 4 door, always clean, 
reliable, bargain £595 ono. 

07944 077007. 


PEUGEOT 206 LOOK’ 

‘03, 111,111 miles, Silver, elec 
windows, long MoT, cntrl 
locking, alloys, CD, petrol, snow 
tyres, Manual, well looked 
after! 

£1,050 ono 
01939 291110 


SUZUKI SWIFT 2002, 1.0GLS, 89k 
miles, long MoT, tax, .07526 
928218, £495 ono. 01902 493325 
TOYOTA YARIS W reg, 3 door, 84K 
miles, tax, MoT, in family from new, 
£750. 07880 386908 
VAUXHALL COMBO 2005, MoT 
2014, spares or repair, £1,500. 
07543 237183. 


VAUXHALL MERIVA 

2004, 112,500 miles, electric 
windows, alarm, long MoT, 
central locking, pas, alloys, CD, 
petrol,good runner, used daily, 
black in colour 
£1,150 ono 
01384 864827 


VOLVO S40 2L, N reg, 80k miles, 
reliable, good condition for year, tax 
April 14. £395. 01384 838379. 

VW PASSAT 1.8 2001, long MoT 
and tax, SH, excellent condition. 
£850. 01384 440258 / 07882 
413544. 



MERCEDES 220 Touring Estate, 
1994, excellent condition, service 
history, 90,000 miles, £1,800. 
07931 979265. 



FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB, 2.4D, 02, 
4 months Tax and MoT. £1,200 
ono. 01902 712525. (Office hours). 

PEUGEOT BOXER. 03. 11 months 
MoT, 5 months Tax. Clean inside / 
out. Call for full details. £1,495. ono. 
07960 871665 or 01902 688088. 


VAUXHALL COMBO 2004, 
1700DTi, MoT August 2014. 
£1,850. Telephone 01922 495631 / 
07768 841443. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



9^0 

BARGAIN! 

MOTO ROMA SX125 
MOTORBIKE 

1st full MoT. 10 reg. 
Genuine mileage, 1085 from 
new. 

Looks like new. Genuine 
reason for sale. 

£800 ono. 

01384 571170 or 
07528 272709. 

LOOK 


HONDA CB250RS WANTED 

cash waiting for right bike. 

Call 07917 606654 

HONDA SCOOTER 49cc, 2012, tax 
June 2014, good condition, cost 
£1,700, sell £1,000 ono. 07440 
089063. 




MOB 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 RTI 
07977499516 \ 

07895 346811- 24hrs 


WE PAY BEST 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate of destruction. 
Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Call Chris: 

01902 493110 1-,- 
0121 525 5813I Dayt,me 
01902 659775 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 495758 / 07903 549849. 



accessories & ^ 
services 


BMW 5 SERIES M sport, 18” alloys, 
with run flat tyres, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £550 ono. 01952 596669. 

MAZDA MX 5 HARD TOP. Red, 
J reg., heated rear screen. £300 
ono. Telephone 01562 884437. 


mobile 

mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 
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Choose your show, price band*and how you want to travel 
Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance before heading 
back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option see 
the evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay 
in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance 
options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel 
is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two 
nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) 
and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


ll/'TH d 


For a theatre brochure please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

ClassifiedAds 




Halesowen Town Ltd is 
applying for the 
Grant of a Premises Licence 

for Halesowen Town Football 
Club, Old Hawne Lane, 
Halesowen B63 3ST 
The Licence if granted is to allow 
the following activities to take 
place: The sale of alcohol on and 
off the premises, the provision 
of regulated entertainment. 
The provision of facilities for 
regulated entertainment to 
include live and recorded music 
Monday to Thursday 
10:00 hrs-24:00 hrs 
Friday and Saturday 
10:00 hrs-01:00 hrs 
Sunday 10:00 hrs-24:00 hrs 
Bank Holidays 
10.00hrs-01:00hrs 
New Years Eve 
10.00hrs-0200 

Any person wishing to make 
representations in relation to this 
application may do so by writing 
to: The Licensing Section, 
Dudley MBC, 5 Ednam Road, 
Dudley DY1 1HL 
Representation may be made for 
28 consecutive days from the 
date of this notice. 

A copy of the above Licence 
application can be viewed at: The 
Licensing Section, Dudley MBC, 
5 Ednam Road, Dudley DY1 
1HL 09:00 hrs-16:30hrs 
Monday to Friday. 

It is an offence knowingly 
or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an 
application the maximum fine 
for which a person is liable on 
summary conviction for making 
a false statement is a Level 5 fine 
on the standard scale. Dated 
November 16, 2013. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
NOTICE OF CONSULTATION IN RELATION TO PROPOSED SPEED REDUCTION 
MEASURES IN THRONE ROAD (IN PART), ROWLEY REGIS 

1. Notice is hereby given that the Borough Council of Sandwell proposes under Section 
90A of the Highways Act 1980, to construct speed cushions at the locations specified 
in the Schedule to this Notice for the purpose of reducing the speed of vehicles. 

2. A copy of the map showing the location of the proposed speed cushions may be 
inspected at the offices of the Area Director Street Scene, Sandwell Council House, 
Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 3DE during normal working hours. 

3. Any person wishing to object to the proposal should write to Mr Irfan Choudry, Service 
Manager - Highways, Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands 
B69 3DE or email highways@sandwell.gov.uk stating the grounds of their objection by 
no later than 20th December 2013. 


SCHEDULE 

Schedule of Speed Cushions 


Ref No. 

Road 

Location 

Quantity 

Width 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Height 

(mm) 

TC01 

Throne Road 

Outside No. 259/260 

2 

1.80 

3.00 

60 

TC02 

Throne Road 

Outside No. 31 

3 

1.80 

3.00 

60 

TC03 

Throne Road 

Outside No. 25 

3 

1.80 

3.00 

60 

TC04 

Throne Road 

Outside No. 19/20 

2 

1.80 

3.00 

60 

TC05 

Throne Road 

Outside No. 288 

3 

1.80 

3.00 

60 


Dated this 28th Day of November 2013 
S HANDLEY, Area Director Street Scene 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 

1 ^ 
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Personals 





HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



ATTRACTIVE GENUINE 

53 Year old Female, good 
sense of humour, many inter¬ 
ests wishes to meet similar guy 
53-57 for nights in and out. 
Photo appreciated will return. 
Box Number PI 8948, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

* 


FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet Adult Fun! 
Call 08444 484021 for full details. 
Discretion assured! 


GENT 

Young 60, trusting, smoker, car 
owner, wishes to meet lady, 
40’s to 50’s for friendship. 
Walsall or Cannock areas. 

Box Number PI 8951 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 


# 

LONELY THIS CHRISTMAS? 

Not if I can help it. 

Slim, attractive, confident, 
adventurous guy seeks slim, 
attractive, adventurous lady 
aged 40-50 to have some fun 
days and nights out during the 
festive period, maybe more. 
Box Number PI 8937 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



MATURE MALE 

Seeks other mature Males for 
fun and friendship. 
Wolves area. 

Box Number Cl 8942, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 


SINGLE DAD 

kind, caring and considerate, 
GSOH, likes most things in life, 
looking for a lady for friendship, 
possibly leading to LTR. 

All replies answered. 

Box Number Cl 8939 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



TWO’S COMPANY 

I am looking for hopefully a 
long term relationship if we are 
compatible, as long as you are 
affectionate, thoughtful and 
trustworthy like me and of 
similar age or younger. 

I am a 60 year old guy, young at 
heart. 

Don’t sit at home thinking I 
couldn’t answer an ad, its great 
to meet new Friends. 

Box Number PI 8950, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 


Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 



£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 


6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 


TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


*SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 
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SPORT 


Whittaker 
books his 
place in 
the final 

BENJAMIN WHITTAKER 
convincingly made it to the 
final of the National Ambi¬ 
tion Boxing Championship 
with a unanimous points 
victory on Sunday. 

The Wodensborough 
ABC fighter comfortably 
saw off Red Johnson, from 
Aspire ABC in Sheffield, at 
the Sherburn Leisure 
Centre in County Durham. 

Whittaker didn’t always 
take the fight to his oppo¬ 
nent in their Class A 
(boxers born in 1997 - 
66kg) semi-final as he 
waited to pick his punches. 

The Black Country com¬ 
batant threw long shots 
and boxed well at middle 
range, while displaying an 
excellent array of shots on 
the back-foot under pres¬ 
sure. 

It negated Johnson’s 
attacks and left him wide 
open to the counter 
punches, ensuring Whit¬ 
taker curried favour with 
the judges and the result 
wasn’t in doubt. 

Whittaker will now face 
the winner of the southern 
semi-final between Les 
Stevens and Karim Bassi at 
the Rainton Meadows 
Arena in Durham on 
December 5. 

Wodensborough ABC 
stage their next club show 
at the Charlemont Bowling 
Club in West Bromwich on 
December 13. 

For tickets, call 07966 
279 332. 

‘Train’ is 
derailed in 
the last leg 

WEDNESBURY’S Matthew 
Dicken and West Bromwich- 
born Steve Farmer com¬ 
peted in the final PDC 
Players Championship 
events of the year at the 
Barnsley Metrodome. 

Dicken went out in the 
first round of both tourna¬ 
ments, losing 6-4 to fellow 
West Midlander Nick Full- 
well on Saturday before 
winning just a leg in a 6-1 
loss to Tony West. 

Farmer also fell at the first 
hurdle on Saturday, 6-4 to 
Dan Russell, before bounc¬ 
ing back to beat Antonio 
Alcinas 6-2. 

A second round last leg 
defeat to Andy Smith, 6-5, 
put him out. 

‘The Train’ finished 117th 
in the Pro Tour Order of 
Merit with winnings of 
£2,300, while Dicken was 
206th with £250. 


injury-hit Hales fall down the Street 


Old Hales 14 Broadstreet 20 

A LARGE crowd and bitterly cold 
day saw Hales first team once 
again hit by last-minute injuries to 
player coach Mark Evans and 
flanker Dan Young. 

Early exchanges in this top of 
the table clash were not for the 
faint-hearted as both sides fought 
for advantage. 

The Broadstreet pack were 
massive and well-drilled, Hales 
matched them early on but later 
the visitors were better drilled in 
lineouts, rucks and mauls. 

Hales regularly put their backs 
in positions to score but the final 


pass was not accurate enough. 

Centres, Carl and Andy Robin¬ 
son supported by wings Oxford 
and Smith looked dangerous early 
on and always looked as if they 
would break the visitor’s defence. 

One such move saw excellent 
passing only for the final pass to be 
intercepted by Broadstreet and a 
chase the whole length of the pitch 
which Hales sopped short of the 
line. 

A penalty to the visitors followed 
for a 0-3 lead. 

The Broadstreet pack then 
began to dominate making hard 
yards using their large forward 


Rugby 


power. Hales fought back, Pete 
Fitzgerald pinching a ball in the 
loose to feed the backs including 
Luke Smith who beat a man and 
passed to full back Chris Hooper 
who raced for a try. 

Hooper converted to lead 7-3. 
Broadstreet again used forward 
power to force a scrum close to 
Hales line which they drove over 
for a pushover try, converted 7-10 
at half time. 

The second half was much the 
same with the visitor’s pack in the 


ascendency, not pretty but effec¬ 
tive, another penalty for Hales 
infringement converted 7-13. 

Hales again worked hard in the 
loose to win a ball and fed the 
backs, Joe Oxford made excellent 
ground on the wing to feed the ever 
present Hooper to score his second 
try which he converted to take the 
lead 14-13. 

It was a game of Broadstreet 
forward power against the 
stronger backs of the home side, 
with both sides looking capable of 
scoring. 

It was again the Broadstreet 
pack, another five metre scrum, 


another pushover try which was 
converted for the win. 

Old Hales 2nds 32 Sutton 24 

Old Halesonians forwards 
started strongly against Sutton 
and fed the backs for Tom Harris 
to score an unconverted try for the 
lead. 

Sutton then won a penalty in 
front of the posts to make. 

With Old Hales forwards taking 
command Richard Topping drove 
over for another unconverted try, 
however, Hales were taken 
unawares by a quick response from 
Sutton who scored a converted try, 
making it 10 all at half time. 


It's seventh heaven in 
Yeltz women goal-fest 


Halesowen 7 Attleborough 0 

HALESOWEN faced a strong Attleborough 
side where the Royal Blues were visiting the 
pink team. 

The Yeltz side pressed from the off and attacked the vis¬ 
iting team, Rachel Letford scored on the 11th minute 
helped along with some good skills from team mate Haylet 
Chat win. 

However, Halesowen squandered several opportunities to 
increase the lead early in the game both as a result of poor 
finishing and the intervention of the crossbar. The two 
saved the visitors from being overwhelmed. 


Chatwin was soon 
involved again with some 
good work when she found 
Katie Moore unmarked and 
with the simplest of tap-ins 
increased the lead for Hale¬ 
sowen. 

With the half-time break 
the undefeated Halesowen 
team were again given 
instructions to keep the 
pressure on to keep on with 
what they were already 
doing. 

With the Yeltz strong mid- 
field of Sarah Hammil and 
Tracey Haycock dominating 
the game in the middle of the 
pitch the home side were 
well in control. 

Early on in the second half 
Letford was brought down 
in the area and a penalty was 
awarded. 

This was the cue for where 
Sian Whitthall to step up 
and convert the foul into a 
goal. 

Within six minutes 
Letford got her brace with a 
low powerful drive which 
found the net. 

Then what followed was 
surely the goal of the game 
when right back Sophie 


Football 


Richards came surging 
forward to receive the ball 
and with a powerful strike 
the defender saw her shot 
loop over the keeper and into 
the net. 

Chatwin then decided it 
was her turn to become goal 
scorer from a perfect pass 
from Letford. 

On 85 minutes Chatwin 
made it seven from a Chloe 
Harris corner. 

The final score brought 
another win and another 
clean sheet for the Yeltz 
crew. 

Manager Scott Mckee 
said: “The strikers will get 
the rewards but the Yeltz 
defence and midfield were 
fantastic, very strong 
against a good tough Attle¬ 
borough side. 

“The team performance 
was excellent and fair play to 
the squad they all worked 
hard and got the result they 
deserved.” 

This week Halesowen play 
the Birmingham Medics at 
Bournville. 


Line is drawn under Tivi run of winning games 



Nathan Waite scores for Tividale at Coleshill as the winning run ends 


Coleshill Town FC 1 Tividale FC 1 

THE amazing run of 13 consecutive 
Tividale league wins may have ended 
with a draw at Coleshill Town, but their 
unbeaten run remains and they stay 
the team everyone wants to beat. 

The visitors shaded the early play 
but were unable to convert the 
chances they created into goals. At 
the other end of the pitch Coleshill’s 
only chances after the goal came 
courtesy of a couple of Dean Rath- 
bone free-kicks that did not trouble 
Tividale keeper Charles Price. 

It was Coleshill that opened the 
scoring with forward Matt Brown 
making the most of some unusual 
indecision in the Tividale defence and 
fired home on 25 minutes. 

Tividale’s positive start to the 
second period was rewarded on 51 
minutes when a Michael Wardle effort 
was parried away by home keeper 
Paul Hathaway but fell straight to 
Nathan Waite whose shot back across 
the keeper went in via the far post. 

Tividale then looked to seize the 
chance to extend their winning run 
and piled on the pressure. However, it 
just felt a win was not meant to be as 
chance after chance went begging. 

In the end Tividale were never able 
to match the performance of a week 
earlier at Quorn and earned their first 
draw of the season in any competition. 

Tividale 2 AFC Wulfrunians 1 

After losing their perfect start with 
the draw at Colesehill, Tividale were 
back to winning ways with this victory 
against AFC Wulfrunians. 

But Tividale can look back on a for¬ 
tunate penalty decision that aided 
Tuesday night’s win. 


Once again Tividale started the 
game with their normal high tempo 
and it paid off with a goal after just two 
minutes. Chris Fields won the ball and 
played it between the central defend¬ 
ers for Nathan Waite to run around 
Wulfs’ keeper Danny Tipton and roll 
the ball into an empty net. 


On the hour Danny Dubidat, making 
his full debut, fell in the box as Wulfs’ 
Dave Asbury eased him off the ball. A 
penalty was the result and Mitchell 
Plows converted from the spot. 

Wulfs did pull one back through 
Asbury on 80 minutes, but Tividale 
held on. 


Baggies’ 
draw will 
feel like 
a defeat 

Albion 2 Villa 2 

THIS was a draw which felt 
like a defeat for Albion but a 
victory for Villa. 

From the perilous posi¬ 
tion of a 2-0 deficit inside a 
dozen minutes dominated 
by brilliant finishing from 
Shane Long, Villa clawed 
their way back. 

It was an escape Albion 
probably facilitated by 
spurning opportunities to 
finish off their closest neigh¬ 
bours. 

In the inquest head coach 
Steve Clarke will conduct, 
the two glaring openings 
which escaped Stephane 
Sessegnon will assume par¬ 
ticular anguish. 

But whatever reserva¬ 
tions persist about Paul 
Lambert’s redesign of Villa, 
the team’s willing spirit is as 
undeniable as the threat 
they can pose when Chris¬ 
tian Benteke, Gabby Agbon- 
lahor and Andreas Weimann 
come together. 

Outstanding 

Karim El Ahmadi and 
Ashley Westwood duly pro¬ 
vided the goals that can¬ 
celled out Long’s 
outstanding couplet. 

Lambert opted for a three- 
man back line and flooded 
midfield but it was pulled 
apart by the rampaging 
Long and Albion’s ability to 
pick out the Irishman from 
deep. 

Long’s first goal, in the 
fourth minute, saw him split 
Nathan Baker and Ciaran 
Clark. One more touch set 
him up for a left-foot shot 
drilled beyond Brad Guzan - 
The Hawthorns will be a for¬ 
tunate venue if it sees a more 
sublime piece of finishing 
this season. 

Not that Long’s second 
was too shabby. A woeful 
mishit pass by Leandro 
Bacuna provided the service, 
but the Ireland interna¬ 
tional unfurled a beauti¬ 
fully-judged chip. 

That Bacuna error was 
symptomatic of Villa’s 
defending. 

Before they reached the 
safety of the half-time inter¬ 
val, they were fortunate 
their opponents were not 
out of sight. 

In the second half Amalfi- 
tano switched off for a 
second so that when a 
Bacuna cross bounced off 
Claudio Yacob in the 67th 
minute, El Ahmadi pounced 
to score. 

Better was to follow for 
Villa when Westwood moved 
on to a weak clearance from 
Goran Popov and struck a 
beauty from 20 yards, his 
first goal for the club, to 
complete the comeback. 
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Pledge 
by club 
as Luty 
leaves 

BIRMINGHAM speedway 
have pledged a long-term 
future despite the resigna¬ 
tion of one of their promot¬ 
ers. 

Chris Luty, citing heavy 
commitments elsewhere, 
resigned as a director and 
reluctantly severed all ties 
with the club. 

Directors discussed var¬ 
ious options and it was 
decided that Alan Phillips 
would continue as owner 
and promoter with the 
support of Graham Drury, 
who will take over the day- 
to-day running. 

The Brummies enjoyed a 
stellar season on track this 
year, reaching the Elite 
League play-off final before 
going down against Poole. 

The club thanked Black 
Country Training Group for 
a “six-figure investment” 
over the last two years. 
BCTG is to continue as a 
club sponsor in 2014. 

The Brummies also 
thanked fans, sponsors and 
the supporters club. 

“This is a new era for the 
Brummies,” said the club in 
a statement. “There is a 
long-term plan in place to 
build on the success of last 
season.” 

■ The Brummies have 
offered a “full and unre¬ 
served apology” to AP 
Media’s Andy Povey over the 
suspension of the club’s 
website. The Perry Barr 
outfit issued a highly-critical 
press release after the site 
failed. 

Brawl brings 
end to game 

Wednesfield 0 
Bustleholme 0 

THIS West Midlands League 
Premier Division match was 
abandoned following a 
massive brawl involving 
players from both sides. 

Bustleholme’s Jermaine 
McFarlane and Wednes- 
field’s Lee Butler and 
skipper Danny Carter were 
sent off for violent conduct 
as the match came to a halt 
in the 38th minute. Butler 
was reported to have suf¬ 
fered a broken nose. 

Carter, who was in the 
thick of the brawl, was 
adjudged to have raised his 
arms. 

McFarlane refused to 
leave the dugout for a while 
before being escorted from 
the pitch. Butler returned to 
the pitch in an attempt to 
explain to the referee, but 
was hauled off by his team¬ 
mates. Referee Mr D Hill 
abandoned the game, saying 
it was not safe to continue. 


Fast-pace play puts Hales on back foot 


Bridgnorth 3 Old Halesonians 0 

OLD HALESONIANS men’s hockey firsts 
were taught a cruel lesson in Midlands One 
as they lost at Bridgnorth. 

Chasing a fifth win of the season, Hales 
travelled to Bridgnorth in good spirits but 
soon found themselves on the back foot. 
Bridgnorth stretched the Hales defence, and 
the visitors were unable to react to their 
fast-paced style of play. 

In comparison, Hales were sluggish and 
struggled to get into the game, resorting to 
a long ball game which was ineffective. With 
the attackers getting frustrated, it wasn’t 
long before Bridgnorth opened the scoring 


Hockey 


when they were awarded a penalty flick. 
Steven Charlton was sent the wrong way, 
and Bridgnorth were 1-0 up. Bridgnorth 
had the chance to double their lead, but a 
goal line clearance from Ben Hughes kept 
the deficit down. 

Before the break, frustration set in, and 
Paul Harrold was sin-binned, after receiving 
a yellow card for his reaction to a tackle. 
Bridgnorth were also reduced to 10 men, but 
were able to double their lead from a penalty 
corner. Hales went into the second half with 


a more positive approach, and gave a much- 
improved performance. 

However, the Bridgnorth keeper kept the 
home side in the game as he thwarted every 
attack from the Halesowen side. 

As Hales pushed forward, Bridgnorth 
struck on the break and won another 
penalty corner. A well-worked routine saw 
the hosts get their third of the match and 
put the game beyond sight. 

Old Hales were disadvantaged in 
numbers again in the second half, when Ben 
Hughes was yellow-carded for a mistimed 
challenge. Hales did attempt a comeback, 
with Tom Durnford striking the post from a 


penalty corner in the dying minutes, but it 
was too little too late as Bridgnorth held out 
for a comfortable win. 

Despite the improved second-half per¬ 
formance, Hales will be disappointed that 
they lacked their usual controlling passing 
style of play, and started the game poorly. 

On Saturday, Hales host bottom of the 
league Wolverhampton, who are still to reg¬ 
ister their first point this season. 

Results: OHHC Ladies Ists v Barford Tigers, 
postponed (frozen pitch); OHHC 2nds 1 Kings 
Heath 2; OHHC Ladies 2nds v Worcester post¬ 
poned (frozen pitch); Telford 3 OHHC 3rds 2; OHHC 
4ths 2 Sutton 1; Stratford 0 OHHC 5ths 1. 


1ATE COLLAPSE SO 
COSTLY FOR YELTZ 


Halesowen 1 Scarborough 3 

HALESOWEN fell at the last hurdle 
with a disappointing 3-1 defeat to 
Scarborough, after conceding two 
late goals. 

Halesowen had a chance early on to take the lead 
as Avun Jephcott found plenty of space in the Boro 
penalty box and hit a curling shot which flew just 
wide of the visitors’ left-hand post. 


Aaron Griffiths managed 
to skip past the Scarborough 
defence and ran all the way 
up to goal to hit a shot that 
just went inches wide of the 
goal. 

Asa Charlton nearly got 
himself on the scoresheet as 
he found space on the edge of 
the box and he hit a shot that 
just went wide of the right 
hand post. 

Iyseden Christie managed 
to break through the Boro’ 
defence once again as he ran 
onto a through ball from 
Avun Jephcott but he 
knocked the ball too far and 
Jason White was easily able 
to grab the ball from his feet. 

Knocked 

Christie was gifted 
another chance in front of 
goal, but his shot bounced 
off one of the defenders and 
wide of the goal. 

However, Christie 

redeemed himself five 
minutes later. 

He was taken down in the 
Boro penalty box, but stood 
up to take the penalty and 
sent it flying past former 
Mansfield team-mate Jason 
White into the bottom right 
corner of the net. 

The strike gave Yeltz a 
well-deserved lead. 

The Boro defence fell 
apart again as Avun Jeph¬ 
cott was able to run through 
and he hit a shot at goal 


Football 


which forced a great save 
from Jason White to deny 
Jephcott. 

The second half kicked off 
with Halesowen claiming 
the first chance of the game 
as Christie slotted the ball 
into the box for Tom Tonks, 
but the visitors averted the 
danger. 

Scarborough then got 
themselves an equaliser as 
Peter Davison was gifted too 
much space in the Yeltz 
penalty area and was able to 
turn and hit a shot at goal 
that rolled under Sargeant 
and into the net. 

Yeltz collapsed in the final 
stages of the game. 

Scarborough scored again 
as Bryan Hughes’ free-kick 
bounced towards and went 
into the net as Matt 
Sargeant failed to gather the 
ball. 

After 70 minutes of 
holding their position, the 
Yeltz had conceded two goals 
in three minutes. 

Worse was to come for 
Halesowen as they gave 
away a penalty just two 
minutes later. 

Sargeant brought down 
Ryan Blott in the area and 
the Scarborough man 
dusted himself down to slot 
home the spot-kick. 



It’s the Long game in superb Hawthorns derby 


Albion striker Shane Long accepts the plaudits of the Hawthorns faithful after bagging his second goal in 11 
minutes against Villa. But the derby finished all square when the visitors hit back to draw 2-2. Report - Page 39 


Baggies 
kids win 
a thriller 

Rushall Olympic 5 
West Bromwich Albion 6 

(aet, full-time score 4-4) 

ALBION’S youngsters 
broke Rushall Olympic 
hearts with two extra-time 
goals in the Birmingham 
Senior Cup. 

Pics had fought back from 
4-0 down after 31 minutes to 
take the tie into extra-time. 

They then grabbed the 
lead before goals by Alex 
Jones and Mani O’Sullivan - 
completing a hat-trick - sent 
the Baggies’ boys into the 
quarter-finals. 

Albion made a storming 
start with Aaron Birch 
netting after four minutes. 

Eleven minutes later 
O’Sullivan swept home his 
first goal and Kemar Roofe 
soon made it three. 

O’Sullivan grabbed his 
second just before the half- 
hour, but five minutes later 
Ahmed Obeng picked up a 
poor back-pass and fired 
home before adding another 
on the stroke of half-time. 

Obeng then sent over a 
fine cross for former Blues 
striker Dele Adebola to 
power in a header. Adebola 
in turn set up Obeng on 75 
minutes for his treble. 

Jack Duggan lashed home 
to put the Pics ahead, but 
Jones and O’Sullivan won it 
for the young Baggies. 

Dan the man as 
Town romp it 

Tipton Town 4 
Heather St Johns 0 

A SUPER hat-trick by 
Tipton Town top scorer 
Danny Ashton got his side 
back on the winning trail 
against Heather St Johns. 

Ashton scored twice 
before Ben Hadley netted. 

Ashton wrapped up his 
hat-trick on 63 minutes with 
a superb bicycle kick from 
six yards. 
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SHAW STONE surfaces ltd 


GRANITE WORKTOPS 

Unit 11, Mucklow Hill Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 8DF 

www.shawstonesurfaces.co.uk email: sales@shawstonesurfaces.co.uk Tel: 0121 503 0817 


• Granite, Quartz and Corian Kitchen 
Worktops 

• Template and Installation Service 

• Worktop Replacement Service 

• 15 Year stain proof granite warranty and 
10 year Silestone warranty 

• Bespoke vanities for bathrooms 

• Hearths and Fireplaces made to measure 





























